af . 
RL TORT 


| Printed for Dorman Newwan, at the Kings- 


O' Aap & vers Pankixos 
OR 
Nuncius Chriſti Sydereus. 


The STAR of the Faſtern- 


SAGE S- 


Being 


LD — 


A diſcourſe of that Star, its Nature, condu& and 


tendency. 

Wich the Glorious KINGDOM of the Son of God, 
(how) under the Croſs, and ſhorrly at his nexc 
appearance to fill the whole Earth. 

Alſo ſome account of COMETS, ang' 
other Signs preſaging it. 


: | 


Numb. 24. 17, 19. Dan. 2. 34, 44. 


Voetius de ſigns. | 

A ſignis Czli bujuſmodi, paveant Impii. p. 929. 

Prodigia bezefica, credentibus ; Malefica, @& borrife- 
ca, incredulis. C. A. Lap. in Joel 2. 30. 

nod fignum trit ire Dei Impiis, fignum erit prrſefie 

redemptions filiis Dei Tanch. 
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T HE greateſt things God ever "did 
in the world, have. ever had Signs 
and Portents precedancous : If. his 
doings were Fudicial, Tremends- 
ons Signs did ill preſignifie them, of mercs- 
fal efforts, flill ſome way, ordinary or extra- 
ordinary, his wondrous works ſhew*d that his 
name was near, to deliver his people, and 
fer the myſt part the ſame ſign nad double ſig- 
natures and different, 4s the ſubje*t was 
capable, (like the Sun on wax, and clay) ſoft 
or hard. Thus Iſraels freedom from Egypt, 
and Pharaohs Obduracy, and vwcecation;had 
the ſame ſigns and previow portents, that 
vaſtly vary*d in their Iſſues ; they were de- 
ſfroyed , Iſrael delivered, God took theſe by 
fig {xx to be 15 own ; the other judg*d by fury 
pot” d out, . 

Now of theſe ſigns ſome are mirandons 
only ; and ſome miraculous : ſome the pro» 
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To the Reader. 
dutts of nature; ſome preter-or ſupernatural, 
ſome of a comvincing nature, 4s to the with- 
ed (as that hand on Belſhazzars wall:) ſome 
terrifying, as was that Spettrum that (in Sa- 
muels mantle) appeared to Saul, 4 little ere 
he fell : and ſome too are very ſweet and 
comfortable ; both as they dirett in our way, 
and ſupport inthe hopes of a good event ;, or 
elſe reporting to us ſome doftrine or duty , the 
one to be believ*d, the other done. Or laſt- 
ly (for variety, ſome ſignes are terrene and 
frequent in this Terreſtrial Globe, as in the 
waters, Cc. ſome mre eAthereal, and Ce- 
leftial, and ſs being ſeenof more, are more 
amuſing, Of that ſort are blazing-ſtars and 
Comets. 

For thoſe firſt created ſtars of God, in 
their erratile motions in the lower ſpheres 
(to the ſeventh) or thoſe whoſe fixation is in 
the eighth Rory (or chamber ) where Ticho- 
Brahe, and others reaſon that Star in 1572 
was fixt:] have had little ( ſave collaterally\ to 
ſay ;, and now have no occaſion to diſcourſe at 
all: Only I wiſh that this Art of Aſtrone- 
my, fo far as tis capable and poſſible, by 
Jome able naturaliſt, were reduced to the He 
ly Scripture and (as Mr. Fr. B. prov'd) 
fairly deducible from it : its beſt Phylologia 

Theologir ancillare. Learning . Libraries, 
and lexfure might be well ſitbſervient that way 
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Tothe Reader. 

As to my deſien, 'in this Epiſtolary Pre- 
face, to the ſubſequent diſcourſe : I will onely 
ſtay the Reader in a few words of New-ſtars: 
ſomewhat of the preſent ſubjett, diſcuſs't - 
and laſily a word of Apology for the Au- 
thour 


- Now for the firſt, If any ſay ne new ſtars 
are made, God finiſſu_all the hoſt of heaven 
at firſt, I ſay experience in the Providential 
Regiment of things, makes the Contrary ma- 
nifeſt to any obſerver \,, we may as truly deny 
any other new thing : (that in the Hiſtory of 
times have ſerv'd) 4s portents, in the waters, 
in the earth, and all over the lower world 
and why not alſo above, in the Firmament 
Dare any cavil at Scripture and Experiente, 
this is even affetted blindneſs, was not the 
Portents. in Egypt, 4ll new? the wonders in 
the Red Sea, and wilderneſs, that rain of 
Manna, and watery Rock all new ? the ſtop of 
the Sug in Joſh. 10,11. (by the great faith 
of. Joſhua) 4a new. work? So that offer of a 
freonto Ahaz : andthat grant of twa orthree 
to Hezekiah,all miraculons, and new ! That 
wornarn compaſſing '4 man, and that bleſſed 
birth of the Virgin;all new ? and beſides "tis 
promiſed Jer.33.3.to be ſhown,upon his pray- 
er, great and wonderful things that he k: ew 
not : and to Zion that he would create Jeru- 
ſalem a rejoyc:ng, Now to Create #5 aliqi 
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ex nihilo facere, (s. e.) de novo to 'make 
_—_— inthe whole frame of Natures - in 

eavenly bodies themſelyes, which never was 
ſeen or known before. 

I confeſs Solomon ſaid what had been, 
ſhould be,no new thing : but thats reſpedtive- 
ly to be took, and with limitation to the na» 
tural order ard concourſe of thinss +, or the 
habits, or manners of men in his times, 
(not ors) for ſince, what mutat ions have a- 
ves ſeen? Laftantins in divers of his works 
(eſpecrally 7 li.) tells us, that the very Stars 
fhou'd ſhoot, alter, fall,” and be confounded, 
&Cc. tmmour laſt age: © *- iS: 

Now 'tis a point of Philoſophy indeed, to 
rell the nature of any Star, tho" ſo lang in the 
view of all wiſe obſervers, (or of the Moon 
that is neareſt tons 1) and to me it 'sapoynt of 
more curioſity, abſtruſeneſs & difficulry to tell 
the Natures, Cauſes and kinds of theſe Comets 
(tho" the uſe and ends of them are very-obvi- 
ons : ) as in Divinity, 'ſo inall Arts are He 
reſies, and ſo in the Mathematicks aud A- 
ſtronomy are nodes and diſceptations.as yet 
indifſoluble : It's ſo in the nature of Comets. 
Ariſtotle rhe Maſter ſeems unfit to be believ'd 
of many followers. It may not be then won- 
der*d at, if in a matter wherein are tot ſen» 
rentiz quot capita, I alſo may err or ſtum- 
ble in judgment, who thinks Comets are not 
fo 
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low as Mites. m the Air, for Natur® 
on Site, exhal'd from the clarmy and unttir 
045 vapoirs. of theEarth © it lovoks as an im- 
probable thingy that the effect ſhould exceed 
the eauſe.: Nill dat quod. on. habet, that 
the Earth ſhald produce above it ſelf, bodies 
baps twe ex three in a yean) ſo many tames 
{oft hundreds) bigger then it ſelf : but Cre- 
dat qui vult. | 
. Ihnrow 3 5 eaſter to define. what Comets are 
ot, what they are po(itively to: ſayy45 not ſo 
eaſie : To. propoſe then (not impoſe) as is 
fair in Schools of Philojophy::.”. 1. only offer, 
Why may they not be providential. matter 
fram'd and{'created of God. forthe ends pro- 
paſed, (asthe: ſtars at firſt). to ftenifie Gods 
Wrath at hang '; for mans fin { and all new- 
lymade, as tbe Rainbow was, .\ 
But becauſe 1 pretend not to any abſtruſiry 
of judgment it thay engquiiry : \| ſay 45 Nobte 
Pieus Mirand, +... - "ay 


Philoſophia. veritatem quertt, Theologia 
invenit, Relipio ,polides;; \.- », 
' -». That I: Evgliſh thus, 
Philoſopby far .tkuth does ſeeks 
. Divinity fnds ; 
But "tis poſſeſt anly by meek. 
And moſt Relogions minds. | 
A 4 WW 


the . 
Pm apt to think; were tbe Werl4 fuller of 
Juch drvine Pious Magicians, as them of the 
Eaſt, ſuch enthuſiaſts as Noah to fear-.a 
Flood, and prepare an Ark, and ſuch Triſ- 
meoiſtichs as Moſes, Abraham and: Job, 
(call them Famaticks or Seekers, or 'what you 
pleaſe) there would be both more and better 
Philoſophy then yet is, even with our Athe- 
nian Academies. | 
2, For tbe Sabjett diſcuſt *-1 freely own 
my ſelf as many degrees below it,, as the ſoen 
1s above, that portends it : or as that numb 
Sphear, (or the: Ccelum Empireum )} #5. a+ 
beve this" little terrene Globe: For tis the 
Kingdom of the Son of God, Heir of all 
things, to whom by deed of Gift the Father 
has dersv'd power over all fleſh, and particue 
larly of theſe Iſles, and the utmeſt parts of the 
Earth, Pat; 2\. 8, 9. whom alt the Angels of 
God muſt adore a ſublime Subjett, above a 
— and woe 1s me, that the. =_ 
neſſes to it are ſo few, nay ſo many againſt it, 
(a fign ſpoken againſt (Lad, * about 
his firft,uend nowit his ſecond coming : that 
#5 the cauſe, the lergy and Herodians were 
ſo tongue tyed, the firſt out of ſelfi and ſlaviſh 
fear: The ſecond from adulatiens idolizing 
an Idumean;that the Ramans huwt ſubſtituted 
over them, Wuminating . Truthy may better 
be endured then biting truths; Hence pf 1s 
Fas 
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To the Reader. 


that God choſe of Filbermen to be his Wit- 
nefſes, 'that were men of no name: (and 
ſometimes men expoſed of two names ) to bear 
up bis name and Glory before the Great of 
the Earth. 

This is my Subjeth, which, (with Zions 
Glory and Controverſie,) is ſorarely preacht, 
or toiecht by the men, that (perhaps) do con- 
feſs the ſame in our times ;, thoſe that 
are the revent and triumphant Sons of the 
Church, .are inſtead of it, ſet to Preach, and 
Print; and vend the poyſon of borrzd Blaſ- 
phemy againſt the Lord and the Decalogue, 
for. the wounding of Jo. Calvin, and other 
Reformers for hns. ſake , or rather Chriſts, 
whom they ſerve, | . 

vs contiguons to that I do alſo inſet onthe 
Judoments that preceed, and the: ſubſequent 
changes that. uſe\ to. ſubſerve that. defign : 
for that now tittering: Antichriſtian:].brone 
of Iniquity, and Chriſts Scepter of equety are 
Y Face”! win fo > agar oh 6m 
that neither will the one fall and give place, 
nor can the other take place, witheut mudicir 
al concuſſions, as Herod bere felt; tho* it 
firſt coſt .a ſad Exile to Jeſus and (his 
Friends) Joſ. and Mary, and the blood of 
140C0 Infants for his ſake ; ( ſoit's ſaid,) 
not ſparing his own Son too *: ſo jealous and 
Ihe 1s ih point of Succeſſion, and ſo cruel 
Fatherg 
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Fathers oft. Kings ave to their Subjetts, if 
Chriſt have any birth, or plea with them. 
Subſeruient to both the foreſaid points, 
T his - new Star took_its. Being, Riſe, and 
unuſual Motion, not from Eaſt to Weſb" as 
Comets. moſtly do, (aud Origen calls it'ſo,) 
but fron; Eaft to Nareh\ + and from Jerula- 
{em (the North, to Bethlchem in the Soath; 
and hence our poynt gets its Baſis layd, ſome- 
what large and general, to give ſcope enough 
to the eſtan, (that our {ute Comet incited me 
to phrſue) im the 4 following Treatiſes, and 
to copmprohend both the uſt of Comets (ſo rare+ 
ly handled in 4 T heolag ich way; ) and: alſo 
rhe influences conſtellations, anid conuntti- 
ons of other Stars, firſt created, all which 
jump, "ind (in codem'tertio) agree. Wiz.) 
1n.ope\Maxim of snvinceble truth, that to- 
wards great mutations to\ ſucceed on Earth, 
prodig :0u8 phenomenas ao in Comets, &Cc. pre- 
ceede in the Heavens. . © IN 
Naw thirdly, tis inthwthbat 1 make a ſhort 
Apology + To thoſe that think "rwere more 
profitable to.treat of other theames;, to them 
I ſay are 'not the works of. God to be uſeful tn 
our Dottrine, as well as his word ! eſpecially 
when Prodigions, and to be ſought out. of all 
that had pleaſure therem'? May we net read 
in them our call to repent, and prepare, when 


ſigns of fire. are ſet up... | 
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To the Reader. 

If any ſay things are but left in obſcuri- 
4 I grant we Propheſie but in part z the 
ext is mm ſome things hard to Fathom, which 
may plead the Authonrs excuſe, voluille ſuf- 
ficiat, more then a dozen Anthors 1 read, 
many found cited by others, onely three Do- 
Hors I read on the Text, and one (i.c.) Cyr 


Prian (ſayes Ar. Ward ) preacht on 4 like 


Comet (if ever any like to this.) 


Do any think me tco near the quick, 1 ſay 
thats the life of Precching ; I am much be- 
low it, what ere others be : If I (then liv- 
ing) had ſimgld out ( as once Att. 4.25. 27. 
the Apoſtles did name) Herody and Pontius 
Pilate, from Pſal.2. 1. dare any impeach 
them for too cloſe refleftions> boldneſs is 
brave for Gady adulation pernicious to Prin- 
ces: and a juſt wiſe reprover, on an obedient 
ear, a maſt excellent ornature. Prov. 25, 11, 
12, 13. *1 was once ſaid, Da Ambroſios & 
-habebemus Theodoſios. But 1f I ſay not (as 
Nathan r# David / thou Ch. Lewis, or Jam— 
art the man meant, am I not ſafe? Alas Sirs, 


: "(hall our God be blaſphemed, mocks and ſpit 


at : Chriſt made a ſervant of Rulers, nay 
but a tituler King ; blood be ſpilt 4s waters, 
oppreſſions pratliſed under the ſacred 
Covert of a Dukes Coronet, an Epiſcop, 
Mytre,cr a Golden Cap : (that 1 ſay not a 
re 
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red Hatt?) and muſt faith and ſacred Oaths 
br ſwallow" d(4 s do) and all ſlipr, the 
bounds and banks of the people be tipe S as 
Nine pins the power of Parliaments vacat : 
Horid Conſpiracies abetted, and father'd, as 
Londons fe; Ireland be gap't at. &c. and 
it muſt be thoug ht not onely a diminution of our 
glory to be reprou'ds but an affront to crave 
relief ; (as IWracl of Pharaoh) we in this 
may ſit down and ſee or ſay as Iſrael in Exod. 


; $. 19. or thoſe in a like caſe, Judg. 19. ult. 


Some called fathers in the world, prove fo 
indeed to poor Proteſtants, (witneſs the Ram- 
pant Mounſienr :) for while he lives (and 
atts ſo) hus poor Proteſtant Subjetts will never 
imherit Chriſts purchaſe, and their birth- 
r1hr. 

' If any ſay the Preſs now has too exor- 
bit ant a Liberty, to vend flories and lies : 
I anſwer, Pm ſorry for the lyes : on them 
be the guilt that firſt coyned them ; but yet 
glad too that the preſs and truth are not op- 
preſt by any barking and ———_ Currs : 
that uſed as Doeg 'or Cerberus) to ſir at the 
gates to obſtrutt the free courſe of truth. And 
for the two particulars (1n the 4 part) that 
of one whoſe eyes fell out, and the tother of 
My. Claud, in Paris. | had the firſt by a 
worthy man, and ſo the ſecond by a Mint- 
fter, thouy1h this is differently reported ; for 
the 
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the ſubſtance, it was in the caſe of Religion 
a * that abuſe wasoffer'd, but yet his life was 
rt: * preſervd. 
as 
1d If any objeft the Authors not owning his 
s work by name, | ſay, the thing be*s willing 
'E to own ; and being bis firſt Fruit, he wholy 
T7 dedicates it to the Lord, and his Auditory ;, 
l. where it cannot be hid ; craving the Reader s 
bk excuſe if the meanneſs of parts,and privacy of 
[7 Grrcumſtances,at preſent reads him a Letture 
- of modeſty, and ſo deſiring to be leſs known to 
4 others, and more to himſelf. So prayes this 
y may end to thy profit, 


Si bene quid ſcripſi gloria Chriſte tua eſt. 


"ER RAT 4. 

Candid Reader. A Book without Errata's is not 
caly co find, choſe thar cloud rhe ſenſe the Aurhor 
hath reviſed and cxpung'd to rhe utmoſt (as his 
healch and ſtrength gave leiſure) yer if eſcapes b 
inrerlines in the Copy be,they will not be imputed, 
T hope, There's a great difference indeed rwixe 
Books publiſht by the Authors exa& Notes, and 
the Auditers haſty charafters. the Firſt he uſes 
not : the latrer is his excuſe; for the Accents, 
ſome Lattin Words, Marg. or Comaes, and Pert- 
ods 3 TI truft the Prince will obtain the civility of 
pardon, or a Pen toamend them. 

$4 male quid ſcripſt 1, fir mibi, culpa ſua, 


Phil. Melan&h. 
Certum eſt, multas in Elementis, ab aſtris 
Mutationes oriri, * —lumen celeſte 
magnam vim habere. 

Nevit dens omnia ſolus — (trabantur. 
Que font, que fuerint , que mox Ventura 

Omnia hec ſigna, eſſe Imminentis Ire 
Dei, quam neceſſe eſt' quoquo modo poſſumus,) 
ut &F anunciemusy & predicimur. Lert. ad 
SCap. prodigia ſunt Te Ts Ozs wevyuars Euſe, 

Dr. Jackſon cires Herodotus. Quoties 
Ingemes ſunt Eventure calamitates —ſolent 
ſrenis prenuntiari. | 

Prodigia ſunt ſeena divine adminitionis, 
ut excitemiur ad timorem Det, C* caveamits 
per reſipiſcentiam, futtra incomoda. Brentius. 
Ipſis ftants + portentts, pit ſe corfolantur, 
qitia ſerunt fibi illa in bonum corperaturay 
C> latantur, quia ſciunt eſſe patris ſui cxer- 
C17241N, Petr, Mart, 


The Analyſis of the firſt Part 
. Chap. 2. vr. 1,—12, 


1. Chrifls Bufd Natzvity,per totum, 
2 Pans tar 3 Herods curſed. enmity,v.3,7, 8, &c, 
In the Firſt, 3 1hings are Conſiderable. 
I. The Time : Herods Reign. V. 1 
2. The Adjunfts concuting, v. 2. &c, Luk. 2.1, 
3. The ?lace, apd that proved by Micah 5. 2. 
In the Second, ( Collating Matthew with Luke; 
chap. 2. 1 es) 4 Adjuntts, (or Circumſtan- 
(es) concur. 
y Angels annunciation, and Acclamation. 
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2 . John Baptiſts Natit ity, 
3. The Shepherds Revilat ion of him. 
4+ The wiſemens Viſztation, Inthis ( yet) o3frrue 
further, them 4 things. 
1. Their Stile or Titit, Magi, 
2. Theiy Coun rey, the term,(a quo.) 
0; The Inquiry, the ground and end of it, V. 2. 
4+ Their Colloquy about it with Herod. 
Tet once more particularly in v. 2. obſerve 2 Parts. 
. 1. The Matter. 
2. The Motive. 
The 1. Notes the quality of Chriſts Nativity, 2. the 
Gbjeft, 3. The tabs. 
2. The Motave, A Star : the predicate, have (ren. 
3- The Effefts. 
4-- The ry (in the Eaſt.) 
Now in the Effefts noted, 
J'> Reverence. -or Pity, 
2. Seaulity in a long journey. 
Þt Chari:y, preſenting, Gold. 
t Frankincenſe. 
Myrrhe. 
—— (Dona ferunt) -- —- 
(ALrum, tt; us, Myrcham, regiq3 hominiq; dec 4; ! 
Ti; 


The Analyſis, 


This Star is deſeribud, 
» 1. By the Sitzation or "ar Eaſt. | 
2. By its*End, or Eft” 1. To Guide them, £ 


| 2+ To Glad them. 
"il | 3. By its En (Novi Cometz Infſtar.) 
il » Seen. 

| | - On the Day time. 

| | 3. Loft. 
i 4. Seen again. 

$. In the loweſt Region. 
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eMatth. 2. 2,9, 10. 
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| is an obſervation of Aretius (a) up- 


on this place, when God hath ſome 
great work, ſome glorious King or 
Kingdom to exthbit in the World ; 
he ſhews it by ſome prodigious Celeſtial 
Sign or Star, or other. It is ſaid in the 
Pjalmes, The Workgs of the Lord are great, 
(as well as his Word) ſought (b) out, of 
all them that have pleaſure therein. Among 
which works ſome of them are ſtupendious 
and great z ſome myſterious and inſcruta- 
ble ; ſome are ſweet and comfortable, (and 
all very uſeful ;) But ſome of them are ex- 
ceeding wonderful and terrible. 
There are Terreſtrial Terribles, and 
Celeſtial Terribles. There are Terrible 
ſigns in the Sun, ſigns in the Moon ; (that 


(a) Majorum virorum ortus, & occaſus, in celo, 
prodigiis quandoq;, denuntiantur, (b) Pſal. 111. 2+ 
(4M. 107. vi. 
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(2) 


turned into Darkneſs, (c) this into Blood) © 


before the great and notable Day of the © 


Lord. And there are alſo ſigns as Terrible | 
in the Stars ; there are Heart-ſhakes,Earth- © 


ſhakes, and Heaven-ſhakes, as our Savi- © 


our himſelf -propheſied in Lak. 21. 25, 26. 

I have had occaſion (you know) to diſ- 
courſe to you, in my way formerly about 
the Salvation of God; The Voice of 
which, ſometimes, is very loud on Earth z 
but when it won't be believed there, then 
God ſets np Preachers in Heaven, ant 
makes it as loud there : but very hard to 
underſtand. 

Now there 'being a new Kingdom, a 
Kingdom of Chriſtianity, Chriſt being the 
Head, to be exalted in the World ; God, 
by a (4) new-made Star, is pleaſed to pro- 
nounce and promulgate the ſame in the 
Text ; which is the ſole Text that ſpeaks 
of a new (F) Star in the whole Bible. 

I have therefore choſen it, not with a 
deſign to deliver Aſtrological DoQrine, nor 
to place my Pulpit in the Heavens, and 
read a Lefture of the Laws of the Hea- 


(c) Foe. 2. 28. Af, 2. 20. (d) Stella nova & | 
pecnlraris creata flick neceſſe eſt. Aret, (f) Tanta | 
cara digni ſunt pij, ut etiam ſydira illis & angeli in- 
Jeruiant. 1d. Ibid. in lvcun. 


vens; © 


| (3) 
* vens, \or of Aſtronomy z (though it be 
2 faid, both Abraham, Moſes, and Tob, and 
* other of the Saints were excellently skilful 
Z and learned therein ;) Much leſs will I be 
* ſo Atheiftical, either (on the one hand) to 
, Preach up the neceſſity of ſecond Cauſes a- 
iſ- lone, 'and ſelf-perſiſting ; or (on the other 
Put. | hand) to deny the efficacy and infallible cer- 
of - tainty in the Succeſſion of them by the go- 
hz  vernance of the great Cauſe of Cauſes,God 
en himſelf. 
ng Now the Scripture that I have ſingled 
t@ out, is a partof the Hiſtory of our bleſſed 
Lord's poor, low (e) Nativity ; born of « 
» a © Virgin of mean obſcure deſcent, but the 
the Glory of it not fully known: the ſuppoſed 
dd, ' Son of Foſepb, by Calling, a Carpenter : 
r0- under the ſervitude of the Roman Empe- 
the | rour, Auguſtus Ceſar, For as great asſhe 
aks was, unto her Native Town Betblehem 
muſt ſhe come to be taxed, ſo was deli- 
ha _ ver'd( there wanting room in the houſe) 
10r (Romes great Men, muſt have their Taxes 
ind * paid, whatever Poverty. it-coſt their Sub- 
ea- jets) She's glad to lodge her ſelf in a Sta- 
— ble ; and the Child, (for want of a Cradle) 
'& } is laid in a Manger, When it became 


. 
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(e) Nil bic regale patet, omnia vilia, & ſordida 
Herod 


ſunt, caula potius quam aula reperitzr, 
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4- cap. I. (g) More of the Analyſis ſee before the firſt 
page. | ' 


(4) 
Herod rather, as' Auguſtus Ceſar (f) to 
vail his Crown to his Footſtool ; as well as | 
the wiſe Men- (Kings ſome take' them to | 
be) from the Eaſt. 

This Scripture it ſelf (ſo far as the 12th. 
verſe) reports two things. {x F 

1. Our Lord's bleſſed Nativity, though 

r, 

2 And Herods curſed immanity, (g ) 
ſecking to ſtifle and murther the firſt ap- 
pearance of the blefſed Babe of Glory. All 
exhibition of Chriſt, thit in the Cradle at 
the firſt coming ; that to the Crown, the | 
next and ſecond coming ; that into the 
Heart, into the World, (his ſpiritual com- 
ings betwixe theſe two) I ſay, all theſe ap- 
pearances and ſmalleſt exhibitions of Chriſt, 
are a kind of terrour, and occaſion of en- 
mity to wicked men. 

This firſt branch, where my work chicf- 
ly lyes; the Nativity of.our blefſed Lord 
is celebrated divers wayes ; One while, by 
Angels ſioging bleſſed Songs : Glory to God 
& high: on earth Peace, good Will towards 


— 


(f) So Pol. Virg. out of Orofius, ſayes, the day 
Chrit was boyn, Auguſtus Czfar Proclaimed, that | 
9 man ever aſter ſhould call him Lord. Manifeſto pre- 
[1gio majors dominatus qui tum in terrss ortus efſet. lib. 


Men. | 


| (5) 
* Men: (For, never comes Chriſt into, the 
3 World, ' the Heart, the Houſe :* but he 
© brings good Will.) ; Celebrated; by.the 
= Shepherds that' were feeding their Flocks 
. * by Night: theſe alſs were: guided to.the 
” knowledge of this, bleſſed Birth, this Au- 
ugh thorof Divinity.: | And laſtly, Celebrated 
by the wiſe men; and ſaid, to come (ſome 
s) fayJ-from Perſia (hb) ; and then it 
ap-  may-be but about eight or nine hundred 
All : and odd Miles. Others ſay, from Arabia 
* at | Felix, and that's (5) ſuppoſed to be about 
the © twelve hundred and forty odd Miles. Sure 
the ' *twasa long way to come to one Sermon 
»m- _ or Sight, Oh how few go ſo far as the 
ap- * Eunuch of Candace /. as the Queen of She- 
iſt, | ba! as theſe wiſe men! That is the beſt 
en- | andſweeteſt Chriſtthat hath the moſt pains 
taken for him. 
ief- Theſe by their name, or employ, are 
ord | here ſtyled Magi, which is to ſignifie wiſe 
by © men, riſing from-a xoot, () Haga 7? In 
os the Hebrew it (5) ſignifies deep thoughtſul- 
rds neſs and Meditations , | ' af 


day (kh) At lraft 520 Miles. (1) Bunting ſayes ## 
that © Was about 920 Miles from Suſan, an Atcadrmy, but 
pre- } that Teba(the likelier place) was it ,1248 Miles tothe 
lib. * South-Eaſt, (k) Murmurare muſſitare alis meditare. 
(1) Others ſay « Perſian, others Greek, term. 


G—_ 
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B 3 From 


(6) 
From which Term you may conclude, © 
(as Authors alfo apree with me) that there 3 
is a twofold Mag. there is a Diabolical ZE 
Art to ſeek Wiſdom, which is ſometimes Þ 
exerted by the wicked and lawleſsdivining 
dy the Stars; «a Doarine, which God ne- © 
ver made known. And there is a lawful © 
Magick;which is by- the diſcovery of Gods 
Holy Will, either by the Law of the Hea- 
and the wotks of God z or by the law 
of the Word, or ſome Revelation from 
God. © Thefe wete the men, this, their 
Occupation. 

How they ſhould come by the know- 
ſedge of this Star, it not to reſolve ; 
for the text tells you, we have ſeen his Star, * 
inthe Eaſt, & «rand. Or, as ſomneread, 
in his Riſmp, We have ſeen bis Stay 4n its 
Riſing ; which makes ſome to think-that 
this ws above a year before :- for it muſt 

ire fome'time for their Journey. - And 
therefore the holy Babe, and Parents, were 
again returned to dwell in Bethlebem, and 
had no better lodging than the firſt.But it is 
hidt ſo Eaſie to reſolve how they ſhould come 
by this knowledge ; but fo much as Authors 
can by their conjeQures help us, or 1 by * 
reading of them, we ſhall now cafily de- © 


clare. There are two eminent Do@ors © 


kave cited one of the auticnteſt of the Phi- © 
loſopher S3 | 


(7) 
ſeſophers, named Chalcidine, (m) who a 
little after the time of Chriſt, wrote con- 
cerning/this Evangeliſt and about this Star. 
By which you may ſee, it was notified to 
Heathen then. . And, ſaith he, = the 
(enaning this ofthe Evangeli®) which 

( rig this of the Ev ich we 
| napas_ | avhich fgni T5 ns of a blefſed 
new-made. Star. erefore the diſcovery 
(being King of the Jewes) was made known 
unto the wiſe men. He calls them of the 
Perſians, others of the Arabians, and others 
of the Chaldeans ;, (for they might be mix- 
ed.) And both thoſe Dogors (Dr. Ham- 
»ond,) upon the place, (a learned Critick 
in 'the Eaſtern Language ) and another of 
our City, preaching upon ſome part of this 
text (Dr.Gell). cite Chatridine. 


_ —_ _—_— 
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(m) Dy. Rob, Gell, Dr. Hammond jz locun, . ſays 
thus, £# anterm venrrabilior &- ſanftlor Byfioria. que 
probibet ortanm Iielle infolite dejcenſum dt venrrabilis 
a4 humane ſervationis & rerun netalium gratiam: 
quam 4 Chaldtis obſervatam foe tefantar qui deun 
nuper natum muneribus venerats ſunt. There is alſo an 
holitr Hiſtory that mentions 4 tertain, and. unuſual 
Stay that —_ the deſcent of the mot venrrablt God 
ſeen, and by the Magi preſented with gifts, &c. 


B 4 : And 


— NY 3 


And of this Eaſt:Countrey they ſay,there © 


of Philoſophers; or ſach as 
(for the word ſignifies ſo.) 
And having no Scriptare, but what they 


ied wiſdom : 


had by Tradition, they tudied:the Law, © 


or miotions of the Heavens, And particu- 
larly (citing(#) father John Chryſoſtom) there 
wasa city called Seth in the.Eaft, in which 
this Society lived :- and there continued ma» 
ny ages ſucceſſively (twelve of them) being 


* 


_ 


«- 
pe 


A 


was for many hundred of youre, a Society 


under a perpetual Vow. devoted.-to that 


Study ; until Baalams Propheſic ſhould be 
brought to paſs, about that Star of 7aceb, 
2s Numb. 24.17." For by the help of that 
Propheſie,. or by the Travel of the Zewes, 
or by the fetching and buying of the Mer- 
chandize , .. of ' Frankincenfe . and Myrrh 
(which was always uſed in their incenſe) 
er by the holy Ghofts oracle, or by ſome 
other works of Daniel, (o) or the holy Pro- 
phetsz knowledg was got, that there was 
2 bleſſed Star to ariſe in the later end of the 
four Thouſand years of the World. For 
though Balaam is expreſly calld by Atter- 
feta very wicked Conjurer, yet he had a 
yery glorious true Propheſie of the Meſſas. 


—_ ——_— — —— 


(n) See more is Dr. Gell on the place, pag 5. 8.3. 
(0) Known by the Captivity and diſperſion to Chaldea. 


There. 


4 ai ME. 
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(9) 


There (hall come a Star out of Jacob, and 4 
Scepter ſhall riſe out of Iſrael, and ſhall ſmite 
the corners of Moab, and deſtroy (or (q) 
unwall ) all the Children of Sheth, Numb. 
24. 17. Out of this; or by ſome ſuch-like 
means,. or by ſome peculiar knowledge, 
Inſtinct, Oracle, or Angel given them , 
with ſedulity - and diligence, in ſearch- 
ing out the Laws of the Heavens, know- 
lecige was attained.” - Or at leaſt (if none 
f theſe ſatisfie) it muſt be concluded: {for 
further I may not ConjeQture ) that God 
made ſome Divine Revelation and diſcove- 
ry (r). to theſe poor Studious Creatures, 
that there ſhould certainly now azife the 
Star cob. | 
ButÞ it was, and ſo isthe Text : for the 
queſtion implyed'it; where #5 he that i boys 
King of the Fewes ? As if they ſhould ſay, 
we are .well aſſured, and no way dou 
(by the Lawes of our Art)of this riſenStar, 
and by the knowledge we: have attained, 
that there is a certain King newly born in 
Zudea, and brought forth into the World ; 
that the God of Heaven hath ſet up a ſign 
of his firſt coming, Which makes one 
Anthor to colle&, if there was ſuch a Star, 
(q) 4s H, A. reads it.  (r) Perhaps by an Angel, 
fo $y fcmond in locum. j | oh maebrNy 


attending 


more may many be e toattend and 
de his ſecond, and laſt coming, Theres | 
e ſay they, having heard this in our land, © 
knowing this is the Metropolis Jeruſalem ; 
having heard of this famous City, and the 
Kings thereof 5 now we are come to make 
more cnquiry after that King of the Jews ; 
We arc ſatisfied he is no mean Perſon, 
(whatever his preſent condition is) but he 
is born & King, and he ſhall certamly come 
to great honour at laſt. 

Now here's a queſtion put, vey. 2: and | 
it puzacls both the wiſe men and Scribes of 
Jeruſalem, the moſt learned of hes: and 
alfo Plagnes the heart of Herod ' fear; 
Fot certainly (thinks he). my Uſorpgtion 
(s) will down, if there be a King: that's 
born to't, and his Right will be up. 


Now. it ſo fell out, that whiles theſe wiſe 
men ſtep afide, (and ſome think, out of 
their way : For it was abont to Bethlehem, 
(7) to go by 7ernſalem) they miſt their 


—_ _— 


$) He being an Tdumean, of Eſau's Storb. (t) See © 
Bijboy Hooper his Comment of their Errour in Mr. Fox © 
citid aptly by My, Trapp #x locum. : 
| enquiry 


b 


(11) 
enquiry there, and therefore go out, and 
——_ the Star appears again, as you 
nd in the two latter Verſes, 9, 10. the 
effe&t of which js reported. When they 
ſaw the Star, they rejoyced with excced- 
ing great Joy. (v) 


Now when i firſt thought of this Scrip- 
ture, I only deſigned to fingle out one par- 
ticular, relating to this Star, for the driv- 
ing on of the great deſign of the late Sub- 
jeet 1 was upon : the Signes of Salvation, 
which God ſets; ſometimes terribly in the 
Heavens ; ſometimes in the Earth, ſome- 
times in the Luminaries z both in the leſſer 
Luminaries the Stars, and alſo in the grea- 
ter, 

Bnt becauſe all Chrift's fragments are to 
be gathered, and not loſt, | will briefly 
pick up forme few Notes, which are Colla- 
teral, Profitable, and not far from 
purpoſe and deſign , and fairly diſpatch 
them, or give you but a taſte of them, and 
then proceed, at teaſt, to an entrance of 
what I intend. 


1. Now the firſt thing which is obſerva- 
ble here for Dodtrine, is from the name 


a. Atl, _ 


_— PII 


(u) Indpnony wage) wean opiher. : 
that 


(12) 
that is given here : They are called wiſe 
men, (now ſo indeed ;)) Their work they 
ſet themſelves to, is to enquire after Chriſt. ? 


- Hence you may note, 


That it is the greateſt point of Wiſdom, 
and fu for all ſorts that would have 
that name ; to make diligent enquiry 
after Chriſt. TINT 


He that?s not acquainted with the Son of 
God, will certainly be deſervedly called . 
the greateſt of Fools. This js the true 
Wiſdom, the Wiſdom of the Croſs, and 
the Crucified Saviour ; and to, know him, 
and him crucified, If there be any of us 
that deſire to be wiſer than. our ſelyes for- 
merly, or than others, or than our, Teach- 
ers, and the Scribes z,we muſt, make this 
our Sedulity and care, to -ſegreh after 
Chriſt. - | 


The ſecond thing that I note from this 
Text, is this, They came, - ſome ſay, 
eight hundred miles the firſt going ; and 
ſome ſay, a thouſand and odd, (aceording 


to the conjefture of the place, which au- 


thors give) ; and the greateſt is moſt like- 
ly, becauſe in that Country was only Fran- 
kincenſe 


(13) 
kincenſe and Myrrhy as the (x) Heathen 
Poets themſelves obſerve ; But. this I will 
only glance at, and obſerve, That 


2. Where Chriſt is ſavingly reveal"d, no 
coſt, or pains is deem'd too great, for 


his ſake. 


And for long Journeys , ſee the third 
Note, pag. 14. 

Nor could it be void of hazard to tell of 
a King in Herods Ear, and Reign, As one 
ſays, (y) Queſtio plena periculs, & ſummi 
ftuports ;, qiid hoc erat, niſt Herodem negare 
dejicere, & nouum regem Proclamare :, quad 
Capitale profeito erat. Yet theſe boldly 
predicate of a new King born to the Zews. 
The profeſt Jews grown ſtupid ; Dew pe- 
regrinos hos teſtes reon Chriſti excitavit, & 
non ſine prodig10,novam enim ſtellam, novi & 
magni quid - -r <a ex arte ſua, Intelligi- 
gebant. So far he. 


OE — CH e——_—_—_— INTE 


(x) Ezek, 27. 21, 22. Arabic; odores, 
Thuri, preter Arabiam , nullis. Thurea 
verga ſabes. Virgil, (y) Pares in locum, 

19.413, Cl. 2. 


3. That 


(14) 


"9. That it is @ great Duty, and very © 


commendable, to go far to ſeek, Chriſt. 


From Sea to Sea was a long way 3 Amos | 
8. 12. and yetthe length of Fudea did not | 
extend above two hundred and forty or 


fifty miles, from Dan to Berſheba ; and the 
breadth not much above fifty, from Gath- 
bepber Jonas Town, unto Joppa. And yet 


the text ſaithin Amos the 8. 12. they ſhould ++ 


wander from Sea to Sea, and ſhould not 


find it ; yet all that was not fo far, as the | 


Aagst came. 


i * # x 
A - - 
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Sirs, I tell you, from the Multiplicity of * 


Preachers that God hath ſet up in the | 


Church-heaven, (and yet upon Earth) ſhin- * 
ing Stars z (for Miniſters are called Stars, | 
ſometimes) are not the leaſt of the bleſſings * 
of our Age; and fure *twould be one of } 


the greateſt Judgments that could befall us, 


to goa great way to ſeck a Sermon, and | 


not find it. 

So muſt the Mercy be a great Mercy, 
though it be a great way to go for't and a 
long time to find : no coſt is roo much, nor 
no way too arduous, no Journey too long, 
no difficulties too great, no hunger too hea- 
vy to bear, no pained feet in the Wilder- 


neſs (ſay forty years together ) to find the 


promiſed Land, or Reſt, that's Chriſt. 
The 


5 Cy 


e- 
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(15) 
The fourth thing that 7 glance at heres 
plain in the ſecond Verſe : [He was bors 4 


Chriſt was a King afſoon as ever he was 
born. Hiſtory tells us of one that was 
Crowned on the Mothers Belly, before he 
was born, that was only an humane, Chrifts 
was a Divine Royalty. 

In the eighth of Proverbs, we read of 


= King. ] 


-- this true wiſdom of che Father; the Son of 


God : it is ſo ſaid, he was by him from 
everlaſting, there's his Divinity, ver. 23. 


> always with him, rejoycing in the habita- 


” ble parts ofthe Earth, here's his Humanity, 


ver. 255 30, 31. delighting in the Sons of 
men. "Twas not ſo long a. Journey the wiſe 
men came 3 but Chriſt from the Father, 
coming into the World, made a longer : 
and alf out of his love, fo by leaving and 


- condeſcent from his glory, he merited in 


the Humane nature, a greater acceſſion of 
Regal Glory. There is no Journey too 
long, no pains and coſt too great for love. 


- Of all the miſteries, I have moſt wondred 


be 
- 3 


"> 
f 


] 
| 


at this, how theſe poor Creatures, that. 
had no more, (that we viſibly find in our 
Text) but the language of a Star to preach 
to them, ſhould rhence conjequre, that 
Jeſus was a King aſſoon as ever he was born. 
Such is the occult, and - myſterious way of 

the 


x = AX _IEERE 
= Cs on I at EE A "A Oy I I EEE re II 


(16) ; 
the Revelation of Chriſt. For he' was. a © 
King before, declared of God : I have' 
ſet my King upon my holy Hill of Sion, 
Pſal. 2. 77. 1 will declare the Decree: the Lord | 
bath ſaid, thou art my ſon this day have I be-- 
gotten thee. But now alſo theſe came from © 
the uttermoſt parts of the Earth, and they 
owne the Kingdome of Chriſt. Shall we 
that have heard of him, that have read of ;; 
him, that have pretended to him, that have ©: 
preached for him, that have believed his - 
Royalty and Glory, be leſs reſolv*d Pro- 7 
teſtants than theſe were (z) ? They con- _ 
feſt him born, the King of the Fewsz and ®! 
though he had not then any aftual Regency * | 
over them (for they were now under the © 1 
Romans) yet afterward, it was by the de- 3 
ſgnment (4) and decree of the Father that 
he ſhould be both King of Few, and Gemile, | 
and gather all the Children of God into 
one. But, 1 
Fifthly, (to haſten) By the-little accept- 1 
ance of, as well as the little knowledge 
that they had concerning Chriſt here among 
them. You may thence obſerve, 3 


———_—— _ A 
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* (2) Pareus calls the Magi Primitie gentium. 
- (a) Pſal. 2.9, 10, /4. 49.6, Joh, 11. 52+ 


5. That | 


bey 
nto 


pt- 
_ 


On 
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That + 


(17) 

That 4 People may live near and vnder the 
Exhibition, and Preaching of Chriſty 
daily and yet remain ignorant of him 
for no locall litteral Notzons will ſerut. 

Theſe poor Creatures had more pradti- 


” tal rcal. knowledge (that had but ſo little 


Syderean light to teachthem) then the Zews. 
The Jews were turned Heathens, the Hea- 
'thens true Jews. Rom. 2. lt. The men'of 
[the Eaſt the true Lovers of Chriſt ; and the 
men of Jeruſalem fallen from-him. ltis very 


- Zpoſlible, that one may be near Chriſt in re- 


ſped of abundance of Revelation, and yet 
*have nothing of Chrift. revealed -in their 
- Hearts, much ſaid, and little known ;much 
taught, and little learned;much ———_ 
=, little prafticez” lefs' Love. Neither 
Herod, nor that Sett of Herodians (fot in- 
; deed, all Zeruſalem were almoſt of that Se) 
(+)did believe a word of what theſe Phana- 
tick wiſe men did report ;' talk of a Child 
born aKing, whenthere is one poſleſt ? 
 Fifthly, Obſerve what deep enmities 
Acovered over with Hypocrifie) Herod was 
2puilty of, in reference to Chriſt. For heens 
Zquired diligently of the wiſe men what time 
the Star appeared. We 
Sometime they muſt have for their Jour 


i. 


* (+) Bring Chomines ad ——_— parati,as one ſays. 


hey $ 


(18) 
ney 3 by the gnidance of this Star they were 
brovght to. Zewry - Up to  Zeraſalem they 
came z Herod no'ſooner hears: on*t; but 
(whereas the Dodrme ofa Saviour ſhould 
rejoyce the whole World) it only affrights 
the Court. It'is/ſaid; though: of another Z 
(a2d.) of his name; *that he defired. much 
to ſee Jeſus. And Herod, when hefaw him | 

with his Men of Wary ſet him at naught, | 

(h)) the 23. Luke 11: So. does! this: Herod: | 

But that's notall..-:. \ | 


at] 


6. Though the Len uage was to wor- 
| ——_ and deſign was to worry and 


ritt, it, 


AS — wwrW_ CC nw __—  ETTT— 


C 
: 


Enquire diligently. where the Babe, the 
young Child is. tld bring me word,, that || 
may come and worthip. him z; as. you find 
in-the 7, 8. verſes, but the t other was the 2 
thing he intended; © Which makes. one Avu- | 
thet, it is Areti his (c) paſſage: :Seithhe, 3 
thete is one thing-in his mouth, but there's |} 
another thing in his heart ; he pretends to '! 
worſhip, but intends to Murther, Maſſacre |; 


TY RT” on 


kn © =; oo, wp 6% ws 


(6) Luk. 23.8, 11. But ſet bim at naught, at the ! 
fight of him. (c) Herodes certe aliud 4B ore, ſed ali- & 
ud in peftore -— clauſumſbabet. Sanguine fundata oft Þ 
Ectlefs, ſanguint Nata, ſangyine ſuccravit, anguint, | 
fins erit. (Pareus.) 


- 


and 


(ro) 
ind defttoy, for it appeared ſo at lalt. Ang 
therefore this Star did prefape both 00, 
it # and evil, (as you'l ſce by and by,) for there 
d BY were fo. many of the poor Chifdren loft 
SE thei lives; the firſt Martyrs for Chriſt. 
r* O! howhard a thingitisto' ingritate a 
h. > holy Jeſus, and a wicked man !_ C 1 had al- 
m | moſt ſaid,” more) iwicked King. © For out, 
th | of doibr Herod wasfo; hewas fo, tale it 
d. > for granted ; He was of a wicked ſtock that 
2900 years almoſt had , been the plague of 
Godspeople, I doy?tEnow how many ages. 
Fot he was an [dujheapof the ſtock of Efas 2 
he came to*t by infiriuation and flattery,* he 
* was cxaltcd there by the Roman power, he 
7 was'keptin and defended by them. 
the |  ThemanLawand Yoak was upon //- 
; 


at | : rat{-atthistime ; yet he pretended reſpect 


ind # and love to their worſhip and Tempe, and 
the ® paue gifts towards it z but all this while a 
Au- real Enemy, (but a hidden) to Chriſt. Or 
hes * (as thePhraſe in one Author is) he made it 
re SY his work to lay crafty Plots and infinuations, 
St? in-a ſabtte and deceitful way, to find out 
cre 3 Chritt, *an4 rather then not kill him, he 
— * would Murther all the Infants abont that 
"__ 3 Age. But, 
«et Y inthe next place we may obſerve, the 
wing, KF wiſe men, when they came to the place, 
| hadþeen condutted by the Star all along, 
C 2 and 


and 


( 20) 
and at laſt found the place of the.Bleſſed | 
Babe. It notes to you. DO 


it is deſeable and pleaſant toſee Fe 


7. That though it be difficult to ſeek, 
very pleaſant. | | fr 


On this Note, O how long did you once | 
hear! God, by his Spirit preach it over a- 
gain to you. | paſsit, ; bis 


8. You may obſerve, They came to the + 
place, and they offered Gold, Frankingenſe |” 
and Myrrh, and worſhipped him. (4} 't 


That Teſuw is a King that deſerves all © 
Homage, and Fealty, and Worſhip and © 
Duty to be given him, from all his Sub- 
jetts and Servams. And 1 


f£% 
ol 


9. Obſerve, 1n what a low Condition the 4 
Lord Jeſus at firſt exhibued bimſelf © 
amo the World. ; 

Othe bleſſed way and Wiſdom of God ©? | 


a this thing ! He was not pleaſed to come F j 
forth at firſt, like ſome great Monarch ; © 


He was pleaſed to make his Friends but } . 


Ke A «A PTY 


(d) In the Greth. Troaozurnga, did cap, or bow at's © 
ſett as Spaniels, ver 8: 


A % wo 


few, | 


(21) 
few, his Parents mean and poor, his houſe 
a Stable; his Company, the Beaſts : his . 
Cradle the Manger, and (if oe may be 
critical,) old Clouts for his Swadlings, (olc 
ſoar rags,) all which was continued in this 
low ſtate, (e) during his own life, and fo 
along, on purpoſe to teach the Diſciples of 
the Crucified Jeſus, all humility. 

Mr. Burroughs cites Chryſoſtom (f) that 
ſays wouldſt thou be cloathcd in Silks ? Re- 
member the bands of Paxl.But then, (ſay I,) 
remember the Swathes of Chriſt. See, and 
look whata poor wretch art thou ! he was 
a Babe of Glory, what a high ſtate thou li- 
veſt in ! all rich Curtains, rich Arras, rich 
Hangings, and the like. The Glory and 
Grandeur of this World, and the Glory 
and Humility of Chriſt, are ſo vaſtly diffe- 


= rent, O how ſhould the Dodrrine of the 


* Croſs, and a Crycified Jefus, better teach 


Humility to his followers ! And yet, 


I the Tenth place you may alſo obſerve 
how wonderfully God guided the Wiſdom 
of theſe Eaſtern men, to behold an inward 


culorum, vis odoramenta coopta itlivs lacrimas, it bec 
deformit atem putabis. Chrvſ. Homil in Colof. &*-. 
FM Celeſtial 


( 22 ) 
Celcſtial, Glory in this low and miſerable, | 
and deſpiſed condition, Hence learn we 


10. Wherein lies the true Wiſdom, for a 
poor Soul, to prize a( g) deſpiſed Chriſt : | 
When he comes to. be exalted, he won't 
need to be beholding to us for honour. Burt ' 
to prize a Crucified Jeſus, and to. plead for 
bim as the Thief on the Croſs ; this man 
hath done nothing amiſs, nothing, Zak. 23, 
41. *Jey ammy *agaZ5,nonot awry. You ſhall 7, 
alwaies obſerve it, thoſe are the true Heirs, Z 
and Co-heirs of Chriſt in the Kingdom, that by 
are ſo Spiritually agreed, and reconciled to 7 | 
all his low deſpiſed Conditions.  Seeſt thou I 
Chriſt in the pooreſt Member, in the mean» 
cf place, in the molt deſpicable Cottage, in 7 


| 
the wofulleſt Sheep-Coat, .O prize him: as 7 | 
'S 


$9 Luke 21.48. jvailemn, Is 6. be canled or fould'd 


:11, (That 
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( 23.) 


14-( That I may go ro further ; arid 
yet reading Aretis, that pious grave man, 
oes tothe number of ſeventeen, in'excel- 
ent, ſweet, and profitable notes, (on this 


© textand context) but I go not ſo far.) 


UN t 
ut | The Twelſth and laſt is this, That God 
or "makes known ſometimes much of his 
an mind, and Sons Glory by new Stars, or 
| . prodigious Comets. 
all 
rs, ® Andthislets youſee (in ſhort) what the 
ut Text pointsto: what it was that guided the 
to 7 wiſemenſo many hundred Miles : whar it 
ou | wasthatcarryed the tydings of a new King 
10+ 2 tothe Magi in the Eait. And according to 
,in > this, -I ſhall endeavour, (not barely by the 
as > light,{ſo much) of the dark bodies in the 
ny, y Heavens z as by the help, and candle of the 
Dor # Scripture, and the guidance thereof to make 
us, } known ſomething out of the works of God ; 


o ſts 


it fi, 


fi es. 
laid 


"hat | 


= as formerly, we have preached out of his 


: word. Now as touching: the Stars, there are 
: two forts. Old created, :new created; fo 
# divers grave Authors call it.” Of the form- 


-* ex there are the fixed, and moveable 


| ſtars. This is ſaid of them all in the firft 
; Creation 3 they ſhall be for ſigns, and for 
? ſeaſons (Gen. 1.14.) for dayes, and years. 
: Signs of coming eventschat was the Coea- 


C4 tors 


(24 ) 
tors:end. Of theſe new ones, whereof thi; 

. ja the Text was one, (and a ſtrange one) 
ſomething had need to be ſpoke which may 
be for the plaineſt, and the meaneſt vulgar # 
underftandingyas well as the moſtwiſe.lf yu 
were as learned as the wiſe men wee; God” 

. (it ſeems) would teach them by the Stars, 
that had not the word, or had but barely the 
hereſay of it. There are- various wayes of 
Gods making known his will unto the: 
Sons of men, thereare ſome ordinary,there 
are ſome extraordinary; there are ſore® 


things made known by his word, there are} 
others by his works. But whether by the} 
one, or the other, there is a ſecret impreſs! 
or influence of his holy Spirit, concurrent, 
which makes the medium effefual to the 
end, Butin this, 1 ſhall be too general. 

As for theſe ſtars we read in Scripture 
(for there we'l mainly conſult) concerning ©: 
them, that they have their ſignatures, as/- 
God in the firſt Creation decreed (Ger. 1. 
15.) their dominion.(+ We readthat they 
have their weapons : the ſtarrs fought 
in their courſes _— Siſera and 7abin, 
Tudges 5. 20. e read of their (;) con- 
ſecllations which (1 think) anſwers to that, 


- Cf) Job-38.33- (5) Ia 13, 10. 2 King: 23-5 þ 
07 4; Jong the 12 Signs, » ſfcem 


(25 ) 
ſeem to concenter and concurre, in the or- 
der and courfe they take, (by the law of 
their maker) to declare, and point out (as 
ſecond cauſes) that there is ſomething to be 
brought forth in the world. 

We read again, of the impreſſions they 
have upon the heart of man (mark David, 


-how ſpiritual his heart was, to learn 


humility, ont of the ſtarrs.) When I con- 
ſider, the Moon and the Stars (he goes no 
higher). which thou haſt ordained, Lord 
That is man, faith he? in Pſal.8.3, As if 
he had ſaid, thou haſt not pent thy ſelf in 
vain in ſuch a glorious. beautious canopy 
(with all the ſtarrs)) beſpangled ; and tho, 
they have no need to defend thee, yet the 
preach tous humility; Lord, what is man: 
Weread yet again, inthe 19 Pſal. ver. 3. 
There us no language where their line and 
w_ is not heard. (their words, (mark 
ye; 

Why then they have lines, and words. 
Lines, by which they point out our Cen- 
ter, by which God their maker indicates; 
And words, by which, they ſpeak their 
makers will; And there is no language (how 
remote ſoever)) where their words are not 
heard. The Stars, (where other means 
werenot wanting) were certain Preachers, 
and Fubliſhers of the mind and will of 
God, 


(26) 
God; unto thoſe that are dutiful and wiſe 
obſervers. Now when all theſe ordinary 
wayes & Preachers will not attaiithe right 
end, why then, God uſually makes ſome 
new thing, and is pleaſed to place ſome new 
Pulpit, in the heavens, and ſet wp ſome 
new ſtarre ; of which, Alftedaw (+) gives 
us 154, in his Hiſtory of them; and ano- 


ther writer (though 1 have not ſeen the au- | 
thour) does report all the ſtars (new Co- 


ments I mean) fince the Creation. T hus 
I have led you unto the general intimation 
of our deſign, inwhich will lye the ſolution 
of three or four queſtions. 

And | hope, if you'l call it a digreſſion, 
yet it is no tranſgreſhon;to handle this kind 
of learning for once, in three or four 
Queſtions for the ſubſtratum of our ſecond 
Diſcourſe ; I only add in Fans. 1661. an 
Infant twelve times cry'd in the womb, 
Woe to Denmark, and he (1) adds. Theſe 
Celeſtial igns -portend ſome great thing, 
or ſtrange change, as well in Civil as Eccle- 
haſtical Government, and when this now 
Infant Preacht by this ſtarr, ſhall again viſit 


_— 


(4) Alſt. Chron, pag. 493- Com:tography, and jore 
years had 23,00 4: in one year fince>Chxifh,” Exdlius- 

(*) So Job 38. 33. (5) Iſa 13.10. 2 King. 23, 5: 
(1) Serarusp.21. at Tannun in Norroway, p 22. 


the 


| 
| 
| 


(27) 
the Earth, tho, it be aday-ftar to us, twill 
burnasa (mz) furnace on the wicked world. 
But Pll conclade now, with that in the 
Pſalmes,(n) They alſo that dwell in the utter- 
moſt parts of the earth, are afraid at thy to- 


kens. 


(m) Pſal. g.1, 2» (n) Pſal. 65. 8. 


(28) 


SED DEBPES | 


The ſecond Sermon, or part. 


eMatth. 2.2,9,10. 


T is faid of one, being in a clearnight | 

(but a _- winde) at Sea: the Marri- | 
ners being afraid, he comforted them thus, © 
in the ſtorm; It is impoſſible we ſhould ' 
periſh, and have ſv many eyes (meaning 
ttarrs) looking upon us. : 

By all viſible Prognoſticks, the whole in- 
tcreſt of Chriſt and his people, ſeem to be | 
in ſuch a ſtorm, or boding towards it. But 7 
look up to heaven, and ſee how many eyes 
are there upon us; look into the Firmament; 
and fee what new cyes (a) have been 
ſet there upon us; look into the world,and 
behold, what envious a-d malicious eyes 
are there upon us, which would certainly 
plot our ruine. But look into the Church, 


oo BUGS ooo Are eo LAGS 


* 
+ _—_—_—_— 


(4) In a number of Comets, a late years ſometimes 
thrie in one year, 45 195 5, 


and 


(29) 
and behold how many: gracious Prophets 
and good men; how many precious Pray« 
ers have a benign auſpicious aſpedt toward 
us; but look laſtto the Lord, ſhall we not 
conclude, it is impoſſible a people ſhould 
iſh, that have ſo many eyes, cven ſeven 
(b) eyes, and that from heaven fixt on 
us ? q— ' 

It is'partly from the expedation of evil, 
and partly from the hope of good aproach- 
ing, that I was led to this text. Thereare 
divers, and conſiderable notes. have offered 
themſelves already to your obſervations 
the laſt-rime, which I-mdy not now re- 

cat. 

There is onely one thing (as to my drift 
and ſcope) is mainly tobe enquired after 
from- this Text ; what-this ſtar was, or 
what it meant, which thus appeared unto 
the wiſe men ? | 

1,» To which, it is anſwered ? accordigg 
to ſome Priſcillians that ſuppoſed it to be 
the ſtarre of Chriſt's Nativity or deſtiny. 
Now they that do talk of ſuch Doctrine of 
Nativities, and Deſtinies from the ſtars, 
do ſpeak ſo mvch in the dark, that as I 
think the ſtarr in my text ſpeaks nothing 
to tlie purpoſe, ſol am able to Colle no- 


—  . 


(b) Zach. 3. 9. & 4-10. & g.8. 
thing 


£35) 
thing of truth from that anſwer. -- For ſup- Þ 
poling that (in 7heſi)' to be 'trues- yet (in F 
Hipatheſi) it . *rwill® not quadrate h6r' ſuit 
oor Text; for” as Chriſt was" (ſire) no | 
ordinary. babe, ' ſo' nor way this' ftarre © 


a: common or fiatural ſtarre;' *"There-are 2. 


others that ſay; it'wis a certeiri divinOver- 
tue : This is the expreſſion of Chroſoſtome; 
bitthat is a general” t&rm+ 'and may'be co- 
incident with what' follows. ' Atd" unleſs 
he means the fourth conjecture (an Angel) 
I cannot tell whathe intends by tliat divine © 
- But;thus much mav- be-allowed/him' (*Y ©: 
there was a certain divine vertue inviſible | 
putintothis ſtar; ſo to condudt; andtmanu- | 
da@ untothe cradle of Chriſti 7  * 
- There are (agdin)- 31y. that! do fippoſe- | 
by it is meant-a cerfain created''#n& ne- | 
made ſtarre, by a divine hand; ſo divers 
good Authors call it, and it may paſs for 
ſuch a! new made ſtarre, unleſs we' deſire 
tocavil, bnt, 

4thly, Thereare a fourth ſort, -that ſay: 
it wasan Angel. FM 

Fthly, There is another, that conjearres 
it was the Spirit of God. 


FCS 2 


" — —— 


(*) Virtutem quandam Inviſibilen, ſou Argyun in 


But 


(pecie. [y.levis figutatum, Parcus in loc. 


(3t) 
But becauſe 1 care not to oppoſe; I 
would comprehend in my own anſwer, 
whatl ſuppoſe, may not much- quarrel with 
any of theſe expreſſions. - | | 
And therefore I anſwer, that it was' a 
certain new-created ſtarre, by the miniſtra- 
tion; or-manuduttion of an Rage (if you 
will )* ſex; and ſent on purpoſe for that pre- 
ſent ſervice, which God appointed/'it to, 
for the conduGing of theſe wiſe men x'con-- 
vitting- of the Jews, andawakening of! @-' 
thers:; (Y fo many: as ſhould hear on'r. 
And therefore my Queſtion was not onel 
what it was, but whereto, or for whateid 
And' that is plain and eafie, *twas/fordi- 
retting the way of the poor Arabianr, (as 
ſome ſay: Perſtans) that. in the end they 
might fide out that 7eſus, which was borh 
a. King n'Bethlehem 1 © 
And ſo, the knowledge of God; and\Fe- 
ſus Chrift, and Chriſt's Kingdom (to which 


| he was' born) was made known to theſe 


Aliens, as ſoon, (if notſooner) then it: was 
to ſome of them Scribes! and Rabbies thar 
were in-eraſalem; that yet couldi tell the 
place, and very town,(2) where hewas to 


bebe borf, as v.6, 
Gi PLES: GUENSE INE vo 
(*)One ſaves it was ſint toexcite them 10 preath him 
at their« returns, and brace in" At. 2. 11. we read of 
Proſelites of Arabia. (c) Bablebem, Mic. 5.2. 
VWhere- 


(32) | 
Wherefore Auſtine calls it a witneſs of 
Chriſt ; and indeed, it was ſo; though the 


wiſe men, and the Spirit of God in the E- 


vangeliſt, doe not tell us what the language 
was z or how they came to a right know- 


ledge of this (that he was a King). yet the # 
thing was a Scripture truth ; and we muſt 


conclude, that all truth hath it's revelation 
fromthe God of truth. (*. And this was 
to convince the Gentiles; therefore Pare- 
w, they were the firſt fruits of the Gen- 
tiles; theſe that'; came, (whether th 


were Kings, two, or three, or more, wiſe : 


men.cannot well determine) from-fore- '. 


mote a place, unto Zadea : And it was alſo 
to awaken and convince the heathen-like 
Jewes, ſo far now degenerate, from the 


knowledge of God. For by conkuting \ 


two or three Doftors, Hammmd, Gel, 
Mayer z all theſe three on the Text much 
agree inthe citation of Chalcidsns, who li- 
ving about the time of Chriſt, does report 
the ſacred Hiſtory of this Evangeliſt, and. 


the Report and particular Narrative of 


this Star, as the old Philoſ. Chalcid. is 
cited part 1 p. 


(*) In his Contemplations , Biſhop Hall ſayes 
Þ 13. that the light of Nature and of Phyloſophy, 
raught them that that Starre was not Ordinary, ſom! 
range news was portended ro the world by it. 


4 
\ 


( 33 )) 


of So that by all, we may conclude, thar it 
he Þ was a thing created aboye, and ſeen inthe 
E- & Faſt, and fixed after init's particular moti- 


ge © on (in a lower Orb) different from all other 


w- | ſtars, and new Comets; that it might dire&t 
he Þ theſe unto the bleſſed Babe, and King of the 
uſt "Jews. 
on From whence I did, and do Obſerve. 
"as "4 
re= Dottrine, That when God Creates 
N- new Stars, be hath ſome new and 
Y great work. to do in the world, 

c 
'e- | Whether you'l count me regular-in my 


ſo * obſervation, and right in this Dottrine, by 
ke | the ſequel, your ſelves ſhall Judge. But ap- 
he > parent it is, both from the Text and con- 
ns > text; That when God Creates certain new 
' nl Prodigious Stars in the Heavens,or the Air, 
ch > it mult neceſſarily preſignifie, that God is 
i- = about ſome new, and great work in the 
It ©; world, either of Judgement or mercy, or 
nd. 2} both. Which point, will further neceſſitate 
of | © us toan enquiry after theſe four things. 
is 

| Four Queſtions, | 
_ Firſt; That God doth ſometimes Create 
yes _ fignal Stars, or Stars for ſignatures or ſig- 
I» Þ nifications of his minde. There we muſt 
? a little Demouſtrate that it is ſo. (For if 
. 2D that 


( 34) ; 
that fame ſubſtratum, ſhould fall to the 
ground, all that's built upon it will ſignifie | 
nothing. ) ; 
The Second enquiry will be, whatitis © 
theſe ſignifie ; what new things theſe are # 
that are likely to be concomitants ; (though 3 
I ſay not (+)the effe&ts as of a cauſe; but)} 
the conſequents, or ſigns, or the attendants 
of ſuch dreadful ( Phenomena's) or appear-*" 
auces. And | 
Thirdly, How, or by what Rule or »or-! 
ma, this fowiedee muſt be taken up, or} 
what ſignatures there arc,or mediums, by #7 
which ſuch language may be read, either of? 
good, or evil to come ? 
And there will bca fourth enquiry, which] 
will relate unto the Hypotheſis (granting 
the Theſis, that thefe are ſuch things) and 
ſo diſcovered, arid for ſach ends; it will be : 
neceſſary for further light(& ex abundanti)): 
to clear from experience (and 'the know-3? 
ledge of Hiſtory in by-paſt times,) thi” 
truth of the thing, that God hath in als 
Ages almoſt ſo done; though 7 dare not? 
ſay,for every year, but for that defe&t,ſome- 
times thrice in the year, has ſct up Prodi-)/ 


—— — ; —c —————C——— 


(4) Fromund, non eff cauſa Phyſica, fed fignus®” 
- mals ad placitam dt, Comtta, is 


S1OUs 


gall 


10Us 
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zous Gghts, or new ſtarrs in the Heavens, 
for to prelignifie ſuch events. 
But firſt, to the Baſis, (the quod ſir,) that 
this muſt needs be;to which truth, I argue, 
Firſt, from the conſideration of the Cre- 


ator. And the firſt Creation of theſe (fo 


called) Starres; Let Them be for ſigns, and 
ſeaſons, for dayes and years, Gen. 1. 14.and 
the 15. verſe, alſo addes, for to be lights unto 
the earth, or to illuminate and illuſtrate the 
Earth ; which is not ſo much to be under- 
ſtood of the bare and mcer ſenſitive world, 
but of the rationalls too, for the night-light 
of the ſtarres, is but a glimmering light, 
and inferiour to that of the Moon, except- 
ing ſuch Prodigjous ſights, as ſometimes 
have been in Comets ſcen (non minor #s ſole) 
ſuch ſtars have =: light (almoſt like the 
ſun,) both by their Martial ficry colour and 
their magnitude, or as big in appearance as 
the moon, ſuch have been (as Writers ſay,) 
in ſome- Apes by-paſt. For God made the 
the greater light (the Sun) for day; the 
lefler, (the Moon) for night. Therefore 
the Stars barelyin that ſence, did not need 

to ſupply the light of the Moon, which is 
the greater ; (the leſs ſupplies not the 
greater.) But by the brightneſs of the 
old or firſt created, and the ſuperaddition 
of new (Comet-like) Stars ; God might 
D 2 1:1- 


(35) 
intend (ver. 16, 17) to enlighten the world, 
and Ages in it, concer ning good, or evil | 
coming upon it : And I am not alone (d) F 
in that Expoſition. For, there is ſomething # 
in lines, expreſſely to this ſence, in Dr. Pe- Þ 
ter Serarius (a Holander) who wrote ſome- | 
thing of this about the laſt fiery Trygon, | 
on the great conjunfion of the Superior | 
Plancts in 1665. 

Now if you ſay, this rclates to the ſtars 
that God made at firſt ; what ſignifies this # 
to new Stars, which have appeared ſince ? | 
"whats this to our Comets. j 

To this 1 anſwer, *Tis ſome advantage ; 
for thus | argue, If God appointed the firſt 
ſtars for ſigns made at the Creation, much }* 
more may we conclude that Comets ſo | 
uſually ſuperadded, (as if the firſt ſort too |} 
few) do Preach and fignifie,that God makes © 
a new thing. Asitis ſaid, I'll make a new © 
thing (e) in the Earth. But much more 3 
when he makes new things in the Heavens. F 
It isa true rule is given, God (f) (and na- | 
ture) made nothing in vain. God never 
ſet up, cither the old, or the new Prodigi- 


— — — - 


(d) As Serarius pleads in a diſcourſe of conjuntTi- 
015, Pap. 3, &*c. (4c) Jer. 31. 22. (1) Dins & na- Þ 
t-12 ni! jatit fraflra. 
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ous Stars, that they might be meer futilous 
obſervations, uſeleſs and empty things for 
folks to gaze upon, and away, no: For 
ſaith one Author, when the Star 15 gone; yct 
the thing's not gone ; ſomething or other 
of con or evil follows it. (*) 

The difficulty of tracing this kind of 
reading and learning, I hope, (for one Sct y 
mon or two) will Pe fafficient Apology, 
for my preaching on this ſubje& ; If God 
ſet a Star in Heaven, and makes the Calc- 
ſtial ſphere a Pulpit for a new thing ; it is 
but mcet, we ſhould (for once) obſerve the 
Sermon of his works, as well as his word, 
For, the works of the Lord, (as well Crea- 
tion, as renewed Creation,which appears in 
Providence) are ſought out (9) of all, that 
have pleaſure therein. 

Secondly, the truth of this ſigniture fur- 
ther appears, by the verification of old Pro- 
phefies hereby, which you ſhall finde. in- 
ſtances of as firſt that of (+) Balaam:: 
There ſhall come a ſtarre out of Jacob, and 
a Scepter ſhall riſe out of  Iſ-ae! (the Scepter 
is an Emblem of Dominion) (The Starre 
"i 
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(*) Nullus Cometes qui mullum malum ſoit. 
(g) vil. 1:1. 2. (+) tor that forme do-reeme 
Maldoat. Payens notes Probabile divinitus oracuto 
admonitos, & Injlincig divine, licet boc taceant.'\ 
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then, ſignified Dominion,as you finde it in 
the 24 of Numbers, the 17 verſe.) and | 
ſhall ſmite the Corners of Moab, and un- | 
wall (as Ainſworth reads it) all the chil- E 
dren of Seth,which,though I will not be pe. F 
remptory to fay, he ſolely meant this ſtar 
which was attendant to the Nativity of our 
Lord ; (*) yet becauſe out of the line of © 
Facob came this bleſſed babe,who was tb be | 
theKing of the Zews,and the redeemer of the |: 
world ; it muſt imply certainly, thus much, # 
that Balaamhad an eye in his Propheſie to Þ 
this: or God, in deliveting this Propheſie F 
to him, and by himto us. Nor do I think | 


that Prediction all ; For if you pleaſe to 
conſult a verſe or two in the 72 Pſalm; 
which is a Pſalm of Chriſt, under the type: 
of Solomon, you ſhall finde this very thing pl 
and place indigitate, and the circumſtances þ 
and concomitants of it , therefore muſt ® 
needs be implycd. The 72 Pſalm 10, and Þ 
the 15 verſe. The Kings of Tarſhiſh, and 
of the Jſles ſhall bring m_ the Kings ef © 

heba, and Seba, ſhall offer gifts. One of © 
theſe places muſt be this Eaſt country, 
whence theſe came ; as learned Authors 
think. Again it is uſed in the 15. verſe.'. 
' (®) Biſbop Hall ſaith, be that put that true Propht- 
fe into Baalams mouth, put lgs onu lilnmination in 
#heir bearts, Cont, page 14+ 


* 
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And he ſball live (not an infant born meerly 
to dve ; though he dyed, he lives for cver- 


: more,,) and to him (ball be given of the gold 


of Sheba: (for mark; they brought gold, 


Y frankincenſe, and myrrhe) all belonging to 


that Eaſt Countrey. 

2, Yet there is a Propheſfie more, that 
may be adduced to this, viz. in the 60 of 
Iſaiah : (and that's a great Propheſie of 
the glory of the Church, her King, and 
Kingdom. (For the Church is Chriſt's 


7 Kutgdom, and he is her King) the glory of 


this Church is much expreſt in this 60 of 
Iſaiah, faith the 6 verſe, The multitude of 


Camels ſhal! cover thee, the Dromedaries of 


* Midian and Ephah, all they from Sheba ſhall 
' come : they ſhall bring gold and incenſe, and 
they ſball ſhew forth the 1974 of the Lord. 


Theſe are plain. and palpable Propheſies) 


” andcould no otherwiſe nor bctter be verifi- 
= cd, then herein. Now from one of theſe 


places, Sheba and Seba, It is ſaid, the Queen 


*; of Sheba came from the South. (So called 
> the Queen of the South) Therefore 
> the other place Seba , muſt be from the 
# Eaſt. And fo here are the ſcveral parts, 


round about 7eruſalem nam?d ; for that was 
ſuppoſed the Navel of the earth. Here Chriſt 
Jeſus was pleaſed to diſcover himſelf in our 
fleſh; here he is aluted by the Shepherds 
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in the field; by the Prophets of the old | 
Teſtament ; by vhe Angels from Heaven; | 
by the 'wiſe men Eaſtward ; Some will 
needs call them Kings from the Eaſt. But } 
that Jeſuitical TT radition, is deſervedly ex- Þ 
ploded that when theſe (b) three they ſay Þ 
wiſe Kings had returned to their own coun- | 
trey;they were from their Sepulchers trauſ- 
lated and buryed at Cullen (i) by Queen 

Merome. But this was onely deſigned to 

ſeed the Coffers of thoſe that were ſuper- | 
ſitiouſly affefted. Now I fay, that Pro- | 
pheſie, which does reſpett the whole, re-ſ 
ſpetts all the other circumſtances and parts | 


of things. | 

If then you ask what theſe ſpeak ? they® 
are Propheſies of the wiſe men ; what! 
ſhould condutt them ? or who ? either, | 

1. Some, Prophet of Iſrael, but that® 
3s not ſaid at all ; N 

2. Orelſe they knew from ſome Trade, # 
& commerce the Merchants of the Jews,had & 
among them,for incenſe,myrrhe,&c. which | 
is not expreſt at all, tho probable, or, k. 


(h) But to ſay they were three, not move or leſs, or - 
X-ngs of Cullen is a fancy as fatilous as the ligend of ® 
Popih #:tions. (i) And ſome do preſume to name th | 
tree Kings, the firft Jaſper, the ſecond Melchior, \- 
the third Baltchaſar, and ſome uſe them as af, «ll to curs | 
the Fallen-fickneſs, end conclude as once 1 (aw and 
yrad jt; Solvitur F morbo domini pierate caduco. * 


3, Laſtly, 
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3, Laſtly, By the direQtions and oracular 
diftates that attended this Star : and the 
Lord by ſome inſtin&, divinely revealing it 
to them, for the uſual way of God was; 
and is, to ſecond weak and outward means 
with the more inward, and effeftual revela- 
tion of the Spirit, (of which by and by.) 

Now I ſay, when there are Scripture- 
predictions, that (in General) ſpeak of it in 
the old Teſtament, and the new Teſtament 
reports the verification in our Text, then it 
muſt needs be a truth,(and Lab. 21.25. alſo 
atteſts it) that God makes and frames ſuch 
ſigns, on purpoſe, ang ſtill Chriſt predicts 
it of our dayes : for ſome great work he 
hath todo; thus it is verified by Prophelie, 
as well as Creation. 

3- And for thethird. I argue from the 
experience of theſe wiſe men. For ſhall 
we think that they were deluded ? that 
they were condutted by ſuch an heavenly 
apparition ; to come, they know not whe- 
ther, nor for what end ? no doubtleſs, all 
the circumſtances that did attend, from all 
this whole revelation, do ſpeak the truth 
by their cxperience of the thing. And 
what the Scriprure ſpeaks before was their 
experience, and ſo had need to be owned 
for truth Therefore *twas certainly a 
ſign Celeſtial manuduQing them to Chriſt ; 


for 
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for they being true to its condutt by that 
ſtar found Chriſt.For in the circumſtances of 
the Text, its clear their evidence and ex- 
perience fail*d them not. 

Firſt of all, you finde, that ſo ſoon as he B 
was born: (and ſome do ſuppoſe, within F 
the mothers moneth, before he was preſen- | 
ted at Zernſalem) they took their Journey : 
which ſome conjetture (1) was on foot ; 
Others, by thoſe ſwift beaſts which thoſe ' 
Countreys afforded. I ſay, I affirm nothing * 
in that ; But ſo many dayes they might Þ 
have, (at the rate of thirty or forty miles a | 
day,) to bring them, unto Bethlehem before | 
her moneth was out. But however, this is 
certainly affirmed, the Star is ſaid to appear K 
twice. 1. It appeared firſt in their own F 
Countrey ; for we have ſeen his Star in the ® 
Eaſt, Yet again (a ſecond time the Star F 
did appear, when they had ſlipt it: or it | 
was lapſed out of ſight from them, or rather 
- Tthink they gone afide from it,and thinking 
that the Metropolis of a Kingdom was the 
likelyeſt way to diſcover where a King was 
born ; however they loſt the condutt of | 
the Star, when they went to Jernſalem; * 
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(1) Others ſay, *twas abme a twelve montth, Mary | 
being return'd to a ſtcond Tax to that Tawn. 
: which 
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which was not the ſtraiteſt, and neareſt way 


| to Bethlehem (one thinks? but about, diſtant 


ſeven or cight miles'from Jeruſalem. And 
when they came out from Feruſalem again, 
the Star appeared the ſecond time, and they 
were exceeding glad, ſo faith the context, at 
the 9, & 10, verſes. Yet more-over Herod 
himſelf ſeems to (m) be troubled, or af- 
frighted, at the rumour, as in a ſtorm) 
Plannet-ftruck with the tydings of a new 
king born. For he being an Edomire, (and 
as one truly ſayes; every thing affrights the 

nilty) a very wicked man, a deſtroyer of 
bis wives, a murtherer of his children, and 
of all thoſe that thought, or were intended 
for the Succeſſion, an enemy to the Coun- 
trey, (*) and the Sanedrim or Senators of 
the Jews, to God and Relipion;of the Ama- 
lekitiſh, or Edomitiſh ſtock ; This Hypo- 
crite to Chriſt, is mightily amazed and 
amuſed at the report of ſuch a thing And 
Herod, (faith the third verſe) hearing of it, 
and all 7eruſalem, was greatly concern'd, 
or amuzed. For it doth greatly concern the 
Potentates of this world, when they hear 
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(m) tragayfn; at ver. 3. as the Sta waves that 
ſwell, and boyl up their rage, and ſoul mudd. (*) Jo- 
_ ſayes, be ſought to deſiroy them all nigh his 


and, 
of 
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of a Governour born, or right-heir that is 
like to ſucceed them, better then themſelves, 
It is the obſervation of one, (#) Tyranny FE 
is ſtill ſuſpitious of a rival) that not onely 
he but all 7eruſalem (the Text ſaith) were | 
troubled at him. Whether it was becauſe F 
they had a King already : and they had no | 
mind nor care to hear of another; or it was | { 
becauſe . they were ſo much in love with 
him,(as bad as he was)that they thought the ©: | 
next would be worſe, and therefore they ©: 
were very defirous to feed him with Hypo- 
crifie,flattery, or whatever *rwas, it is ſaid, 
he,and all Zeruſalem were mightily jumbled F 
with the tydings, that they were affgighted F 
to think of a change: which, had they # 
with the Magi, but ſeen ſuch a Star, or con- # 
ſider'd the Text in Aficah,y.2.ver.6.8. and 
the Propheſies of him, it would not at all © 
have amuſed them. | 
And beſides the Text ſaith, it was cal- & 
led his Star ; we have ſeen his Star. And © 
when they ſaw the Star again, v. 2, 9. they Þ 
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(n) Biſh»p Halls contempl. on the Magi. So had thi © 
City been overtoyled with changes, that (naw fitled i* © 
a condition quietly evil) they're fore troubled at all A 
the ews of better : and fo Inured toſireility that the © 
norſ of liberty (that comes wneaſily) u anwtilcome,. 
Pag: 15- 


were 
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were exceeding glad, all ſhow it in the 
thing it ſelf, and its end too ? extraordina- 
* ry. Andthatſhews the laſt Circumſtance ; 
* Being wiſe men, they would not rejoyce 
for nothing. 


All theſe things put together, make the 
ſeveral Circumſtances clear enough, for the 
truth of the thing obſerv'd, (viz. that 
this Star was a great, a certain, and moſt 
$ viſible ſign, both to lead them to Chriſts 
= Nativity at preſent, and that God for the 

future had ſomecxtraordinary produ@ to 
© entertain the eyes of the how expeftant 
World with good or evil. 


+ To all this, may be added, that in the 
! days of Auguſtus, there wasa certain ſign 
= of a Virgin in the Heavens, appearing' 0- 
ver Rome, with a Babe in her Lap ; and 
* ſomewhere * read—(If we may believe An- 
* tient ſtories, the Emperour being -much 
= concerned, about Chriſts Nativity ſent to 
= a Sybil (ſome call her a Witch :) what ſhe 


» 
*; 
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p * Another Cites Sybil. Cumana. LaR. an4 oth:15. 
s Syd. Erythrea or Caldaica, that all do ſvtal of Chrifts 
S Incarnation. : 


Was 


(46 ) 
was, I know not.) But this ſhe ſaid unto 
huny % : 


This Child*s thy greater, him therefore, 
T hou art commanded to adore. 


This gn was alſo co-incident about this # 
time, and it is further evident, that not on- F 
ly Zeruſalem and all Fudea, but even the? 
World about, (for they all went under the} 
Romans at this time) had ſpecial cagnizanceF 
or previous ſentiments of ſome great thing} 
that was now to. be brought forth into the 
World. That's. for the Firſt. | 

The ſecond thing, will be brief, only to 
anſwer what theſe new Signs ſignifie. | 

And as to this 1 have almoſt prevented 
my ſelf already; telling you that they are 
ſigns, ſometimes of one thing, ſometimes| 
of anather quite contrary. ButVle tell you 
in/particular a Little, 

Firſt, As the Old, ſo alſo the New 
Comets (and, Stars) that appear. in the 
Heavens, they are ſigns of the great Wil 
dom of God. 4 

For certainly in Wiſdom (Pſ. 104. 24-8 
he made them all. They have a gloriou? 
ſignature,thoughit is not caſie to read every? 
line;yet we read that their line & Language 
is gone to the end of the World. ſ C 94 
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What do the Stars preach of ? (wecan tell 
what we do, every day, to litle purpoſe.) 
What do the Stars Preach of? The Hea- 
vens declare the Glory - of God, and the 
Firmament ſheweth his handy work. And 
_ © how is the handy work made to teſtifie of 
his hum ? Truly, Had one nothing but the 
MF Laws of Aſtronomy, it muſt needs ſignifie 
the by whatis feen, the eternal, inviſible Gods 
skill, or to read over the Motions, Con- 
nee” junftions, Configurations, and ſeveral af- 
ng: petts and retrogradations, which are to be 
the E obſerved : and by the meer Law of the 
= Heavens ſomewhat of God is cognoſcible, 

WF which Abraham knew; * and Fob and 
= Moeſesalſo: and therefore that lawful Art 
el of Aftronomy muſt needs read tothe atten- 
are® tiveobſerver abundance of the Wiſdom of 
me? God beſide his power, veracity, &c. in 
you the leaſt work he makes, in Heaven, and 

| Earth. But they, 

ew 2dly.They ſignifie the diſpleaſure of God 
! often ſhow'd againſtSin; and ſo are ſome- 
Vir? times black lines and ſigns of Evil, boding 
= nuponthe ſinful Sons of men, and call cver: 
24-)) the utmoſt parts of the Earth to fear Gods 


veryit —_— _ 


uages * God ratifies his Covenant to Abrahan byſeting 
2 him to contemplate the Stars, Gen.15. 5. it was aone 
9 TY in;be night, 

\ha 


Tokens 
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Tokens as Pſ. 65. 8. Every Tranſgreſſi- 
on hath its reward. decreed, and judg- 
ments delineated .in Heaven. But ſome- 
times God hath patience with the Sons of 
men, and will tarry.a great time, Ge. 6. 
3. (as 120 years warning the World) and 
ſers them up a Preacher to tell them, b 


ocular Mathematical demonſtration; well, | 
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this ſhews you, there's a dreadful tail of Þ 


arrears to py, a long rod over your heads: | 


thusthey are ſigns of the Wrath of God. 
They are, 


Thirdly, Signs of Chriſt ; though I do | 
not ſay, in this, or that way : (that's yet to 


enquire) but certainly, this Scripture 


which'.I am upon doth ſpeak ſignifi- Þ 
cantly -this Language, That the Star did F 
preach Chriſt,elſe why is the Query backt Þ 


with the caufall particular. For ? All the © 
Queſtion is, How theſe wiſe men of the EF 


Eaft ſhould come to read ſo Divine Lan- F 
guage of Chriſts coming and being a King, 
in the Laws of the natural Motions in gene- EF 
ral, or ſupernatural appearance of this 
Star in particular ? Unto which I only ſay F 
in a few words, yet more expreſs. — (for F 
the medinmsor rules I reſerve to the 3. Q. © 


Firſt, That God had a minde (certainly) 7 


that Chriſt ſhould be revealed (in his Goſ- | 


pel and Kingdom,and that at firſt :) as well 


to 
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tothe Gentiles, as the Jews (in the way 

proper and apt t9 both) and about the ſame 

* time, that he was firſt born,that ſo he might 

be a Saviour, as well to Gentiles, as Jewes; 

4 that ſo, theſe poor ſinners might obtain, (as 
* well as the Jewes did) the firſt of his Do- 

/  @rinc, and benefits : 

,| 


(omnes 
Ouum gentes Chriſturs agnoſcunt generaliter, 
' © Ultima Evangeliumlegem que primarecepit. 
* Qups docuit primos,poſtremos Chriſtu habebit. 
; (Grace, 
4 When once the Gentiles all are drawn to 
— Thom will the Jews the Goſpel truth em- 
E brace: 
8 ” Whofirſt the Law,laſt ſhall the Goſpel have: 
© | Chriſt whom he firſt did call, ſhall laſtre- 
ceivc. 


"Els a ſaying very florid, of Peter Domi- 
8» Þ anw, that the Jewes, that were firſt taught 
e- © the Law,ſhould be the laſt converted to the 
15 # Goſpel, and the Gentiles ſhould be as the 
a4y ÞF firſt fruits after their fall : and then ſhould 
for # all the Jewes come in too ; and ſo it ſhould 
Q: be glory and riches to the whole world. 


And 1 ſay yet further, That they arealſo 
ſometimes Nuncio's of wrath, and other- 
while 
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while the more rarely ſigns of (*) good: 
You know fin is more frequent (and finds 


more friends) in the world, then Piety and F 


oodneſs, that obtain but with a few) and 
therefore wrath and Judgement, muſt not 
be wondred at , if ſound louder in its þ 
alarums ; then the Graces and Vertues ofa | 
few poor, tho precious ones in the world, 
and Appearances of wrath ſaited to thoſe 
vices that are, in the latter times, are far 


more frequent then appearances of Grace; |: 


though there are better dayes. Propheſicd|} 


of, ſaith (p) Virgil, citing one of the Sybilu 


Ultima Cimes venit jam carmints tas, 
Magnus ab Integro ſeclorum naſcitur ordo, 


Tamredit & virgo; Redennt Saturnia regu.) 


Now (faith he) ſhall the Virgin come; and 
now ſhall return thoſe glorious golden 
dayes: for ſo they ſuppoſed the ew 
times to be. py 

So that my anſwer (in ſhort, to the ſe 
cond queſtion) may amount to this, what 
one Author ſomewhere did obſerve from” 
one of the Sybiles; it is ſaid , that 


* 


4 
* 


—— 


(*) David prays in Pſal. 85.17. For a token FE: 
god ;, that notes, ſuch there are, as well as of vill 
(p) 4 Eccloge cated by 2 late Authour, | 


upor 
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upon the appearance of this Star, ther 


was a new Dodrine, a new King, and 
Kingdom of Chriſtianity to riſe in the 


| World: Andit was very true, and very 


well gueſt ; for from the days of Chriſt, 
during all the preaching of his own mira- 
cles ; all the Dodrines of his Apoſtles for 
threeſcore years following his Death : 
and ſo (all along) during the time of Mar- 
tyrdom ; What indefatigable endeavours 
have been to root up both the Dodrine 


® and Authority too of Chriſtianity ; but it 


could never be done, no, nor I hope, ne- 


* ver, never will. 


Therefore when ſuch things ariſe, they 
are Phenomena's or certain appearances; 
and prodigious diſcoveries: Indicia's, or 
ſignifications oft-times of evil, and alſo of 
great good that will follow afterwards in 
the world. 


To come to my third Enquiry (for par- 


x ticular Inſtances: I am not yet come toy 


or tothe pradtick part.) 


It is Thirdly to be confidered by what 
mediums, or what norma's be they, (if 
they be Prognoſticks,) by which theſe ſig- 
natures in the Stzrs, or in this S:ar, in ſpc* 

E 2 cial 
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cial muſt be read, or underſtood ? 


If a thing may be known, then the me. | 
diums, by which it becomes intelligible, £ 
muſt needs be alſo Indigitated and diſco- | 
verable. Now here in the General, the 
Anſwers are many z and thoſe that have af 
Mind to pick out the beſt, muſt chooſe?” 
where they like beſt, 


, 


% 
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Conjettures may be honeſt , but Conclw| 
ſions are of more uſe if certain and clear. |} 


How may the Signatures of Gods mind, | 
in Creation of the ſtars and Comets be 
known ? 


There's ſome anſwers doubtful or fin-#: 
ful, ſome lawful, but not pertinent : andþ: 
ſome are probable Conjettures : Ple la-F 
bour (in that I ſay) to remove the weak-F 
er, and conclude and clear the likeher O-F 
pinions that carry ſtrength of Reaſon, 
and Scripture in them. 
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1. Thereare, that fay, It is by acertain®” 
innate Law, which God the firſt cauſe givesÞ 
the Planets and Comets over mens Nativi- 
ties or genitures, and by the lincs of Chriſts| 
Nativity 


2 
[1 


, 
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Nativity) the Mag: calculated their Inquiry. 
* But where that Law is written, and what 
ne. © the Law and Language of it is, they are 
le, © not able to report, and beſides the Star did 
co- & not govern Chriſt (tho? it teſtified of him :) 
the © but he it. 
eat 2. Therearecthers (again) that con- 
zofe 5+ clude hence the neceſſity and utility of Judi- 
* cial Aſtrology, and the lawfulneſs of it, 
and that the wiſe men by this art, ina 
Scheam (or Ephemeris) 'of the Planets, 
knew Chriſt to be King. Put becauſe I find 
in the Scripture ſo much of Gods repre- 
henſion and reproach put upon theſe things 
and the pradtiſers thereof ; and ſometimes 
© Sentences of Death duc unto theſe by the 
Laws and Statutes of men ; | dare, in no 
wiſe plead the lawfulneſs of rhat art. For 
+ ſce the 47 of Iſaiah 12,13. Let now the 
& Aſtrologers, the Star-gazers, the Monthly 
E Prognoſticators ſtand up and ſave thee from 
® thoſe things that ſhall come upon thee. (r) 
t: God made the Heavens black and dark 0- 
p ver them, or made their lines illegible, or 
= made his hand undiſcoverable; his Judg- 
tain ment upon Babylon, was not to be inveſti- 
Ars : () For being ſet in ConjunTion with Inthantment:, 
ana b1th under Gods reproof it follows the S: ar-gariys 
| were Wich:d, and their Sin was Catital, yta, and 
the judgment anr_ ſutulous ard jaiſe. | 
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cated by that art, there was no footſteps # 
left in the celeſtial Planetary courſe that] 
juſtly could Prognoſticate her ruin. | 
Calvin (5s) does obſerve upon that Text? 
thus much, (which is to my purpoſe) that 
the Lords mind and purpoſe was to leave 
the Judgment of Babylon without any fore} 
token, or preſignature, any way, either in! 
the Stars, or otherwiſe ; that it might be 
known to be the ſole hand and peculiar 
(hidden) finger of God, and his own ſen-” 
tence upon Babylon ; ſhe ſhould know by; 
no Star, nor no means, or permonition hoy}. 
ſhe ſhould fall. (z:) And though it is true 
that Danel is called the Maſter of the Ma 
gicians; yet we are todiſtinguiſh, (as pan 
the firlt before,) for there is a great diff? 
rence between that Diabolical Magick, 
which they now ſtudy and plead for, inaF 
Aſtrological way ; and that holy, and hez# 
venly Wiſdom that Dariel ſtudyed and 
perhaps. ſome (from him or his Scholers, | 
learned by the knowledge of the Law ani 
will of God. And though he was by the 


Cs) Exitium guod Cald. Imminthat previdere nu” 
pot uerimt, ut pote quod ex naturali allrovum curſu not 
emanazret, ſed ex arcano Dei concilion. (t) And if ne} 
the fail of Babylon, #s calculate by Aſtrology, bn 
could the Magi colleft the riſe, or the r'gality of Chil: 
by it, without a ſpecial Kevelation. 

Queen 


- 
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ſteps i Queen calPd Maſter of the Magicians Darn- 
that 


, 
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4. 9. ch. 5. 11. not his own Title but theirs” 
and ſo might be an inſtrument to fave ſome 
of their lives, (not a Dr. of their Diabo- 
lick art) that they might believe in his God 
and learn at his prophetick oracle, not their 
own, and repent of their wicked art ; (For, 
Sinners are not immediately to be cut oft.) 
All this ſtyle given Daniel, doth not ſpeak 
the lawfulneſs of that Diabolical Magick art 


+ at all.Perkins (andother holy Writers alſo) 


refute the arguments adduced, for judici- 
al Aſtrology. Parexs p.614 ſhews how fute- 
lous, and untrue their arguments are that 
ſeek from their judicial Aſtrology, and ar- 
guments from the Stars, to diſcover 
Chriſt. (v) - 

3. There are (again,) Thirdly, Thoſc 
that do conjetture more tollerably ; that 
the diſcovery of the Divine will, by a Star 
or new Comet, is to be took out from the 
ſeveral Conjundtions, which uſually do 
precede ſuch Comets appearances; Now 
of the eight Conjundtions. which they ſav, 
the Stars have had in the Celeſtial World : 


2 — 
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(v) Let Sir CG. H. Dy. G. Will. Liliv, Booker, a» 7 
Seurriious W. and now |. Gad. plrad in t.- 
wv04r of ot at pirnfure, tis out of my way 10 ſtay in th: 
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( taking in the firſt ; which was juſt at the 
Creation a little before the fall :) there have 
alwaycs, or for the moſt part, within a | 
year or two, been very great and wonderful | 
prodigious appearances in the Heavens, the F 
Air, Earth (v) and Waters too ; on which 
changes have been ſeen in Empires; and 
ſo by the Language of thoſe (w) con- 
jun&ions and configurations of the Stars; 
ſuch diftates mult be diſcovered. But this Þ 
[ leave to thoſe that are ſtudious in that © 
Afronomical Art ; it is not ſo proper for a | 
Religious and Theological diſcourſe, and 
for plain vulgar Capacities. I confeſs, that F 
Reverend Dr. Gell, once preaching to the 
Society of this kind of Studients of Greſham- 
Colledge, here in this City, not many years | 
ago, doth ſeemto ſpeak ſomething favou- Þ 
rable of Aſtrology in his Srella nova: | 
Anno 4.9. pag. 2.6,aud 9. But becauſe he 
isdead and gone, 1 will let his judgment 
alone, and not impeach his deſerved gra- 
vity, parts, and picty with a word. 

4. There are others from the ſigna- 


(v) As the Poers ſay, putrique cruore mutati. (w) | 
The Opinion of Dr. P. Serarius (a very pious and EF 
Learned Hollander, in a diſcourſe on the laſt Conjuntti- 
01 in Sagitary, in Decemb. Anno 62. followed with 
three Comets in Decemb. 6q- in which be predifts the 


Kingdom "f Jeſus Chriſt at band, 
| tures 
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tures of the Comets themſelves, their ſite, 
courſe, colours or kinds ; For when a Co- 
met appears that is fiery and brisk, (*) 
then, ſay they, it imports War z when a 
Comet appears that is dark and leaden, 
and of a Saturnian colour, and with a long 
Tail, that portends diſeaſes, difſentions, 
deaths, Plagues, and oft Seditions : and 
cite Haly, Kep er, Tycho Brahe, and them 
I wave. Iremember Hen. Alſtede treats 
in his peculiar Cometographical Hiſtory 
7 oftwo Hundred and ſixty Comets, and c- 
# numerates about 31 other Authors. He 
{ tells you of ſome that had appeared, ca#- 
aa ablonga, with a very long Tail, much 
like this, whoſe Tail has yet it's remains : 
Very long in the Heavens, but of a mighty 
envious colour, and Oniunous portent : 
and this is the longeſt (ſave one) that I read 
| off;which in its effe&s portends as (I ſaid) 
& the product of mortality, as in the ſequel 
will be after particulariz'd. At preſent (in 
E general) I often find, after one Comet a 
# dreadful ſweating ſickneſs in England, that 
© ſwept Millions of the Engliſh (and them 
# only) away, travelling 2ny where. After 
another Comet a dreadful Peſtilence 
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1 * This way g0 moſt of our Philoloph:1s and Natura» 
» Uiſis of late. 


raged 


(58) 
raged almoſt through the whole World, 
pejirs per tolum mundum graſſatur. p49. 492. 
Aunts 1503, and 1527. (ſaith my Author,) 
-Now theſe firſt Stars, or new Comets are 
not mute dumb Prophets when they come 
to ſpeak ſuch kind of Language, as colla- 
ting the former, with our late Comet they 
plainly do, 

There's one Rule more, and that's this, 
judge wiſcly by the help of former Apes, 
Sins, ſigns, and meaſure of events. 

5. By Experience. There is no man that 
obſerves well what he reads, and what he 
ſees; what he reads in his own Books, 
what he obſerves in Gods book, Nature,or 
Scripture, in the Heavens, and in the works 
and courſes of men upon earth; but by 
colating and comparing the ſms of men, 


with Gods fury bur will conjecture, (x, nay | 


may certainly conclude by experience,that 
ſome great thing, (of good perhaps to few) 
likely of evil to many ;, is boding upon the 
world, and impending over it. 

Here now, it were caſic, to compare the 
former Stars, which have been propoſed to 
the worlds view (*) fince the memory of 
1572, and that Pariſian Maſſacre. The 
Star in the Chayre (ſo cali*d) of Caſſiopeta 
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(x) Alſted. * 1f:heſe be io be counted (on:ts. 
alſo 
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Wſo that following it, in 1618, a moſt brisk 

and clear martial one. One Collonel Fen- 

wick having been in MP ſces it there; 

coming over the water in the Thames, ſees 

it there; The colour , and it's motion, 

ſtrange, and dreadful, its ſtreams-fiery : 

and as doleful things following it. Now 

reckon but by that Yn. 1665. Three in that 

one year did appear, (we felt the events) 

It hath been rare,faith my Author,for a Co- 
met to have been ſeen in anage; There have 
been five in an hundred years : ſometimes 
ten in one Age, and three now in one year. 
And by comparing with it the conſequences 
thereof, reco!lett after the year 1664, and 
that dusky gloomy Comet in December , 
what a dreadful Peſtilence enſu'd in 1665, 
to omit the other ſigns of wrath ſucceeding, 
and all other Prodigies that were ſince. 

Why then,one may calculate and gather, 
there's nothing (by the rule of experience) 
that hath been, /as Solomon ſaid, Eccleſ. 1. 
9, 10, ) but may be again. 

One Authour ſpeaks of twelve ſorts of 
Comets, of them ſome like Lances, ſome 
like Swords, a third fort like Spits, or 
darts: ſome as beards , bruſhes or long 
rods. There is one moſt Terrible, that 
hath a long bruſh, theſe ſpeak the moſt fa- 
tal things in their own Charatters, and Co- 
lours 


('60 ) 
lours ) I will not gather concluſions to 
terrifie you altogether : but thus much 1 
may conjetture ſafely, That by ſuch Me- 
diums.and ſignatures,the Charatters of Pro- 
digious ſigns may be decypher'd, and ſome- 
what of God and Chriſt read by them. 1 
may ſuperadde becauſe a learned Author, 
(Dr. Burthogg)is pleaſed to ſay thus much, 
(which may ſerve tor a Sixth anſwer.) 


6 Rule. God ſometimes ſixthly makes 
out to poor dark Heathens his minde 
by over-ruling Diabolicall Enthufiaſms and 
conjurers, (as Balaam,) to ſpeak his mind 
to ſome, in things future, truly, For, which 
of you will doubt (to ſpeak from Scripture 
now,) (*) in Numb. 24. 17.) you may ſec 
the Hiſtory of Balaam, no body denytes 
Mr. Arterſols opinion, that he was a very 
helliſh Conjurer, a very wicked man : (the 
onely Jeſuit plotting, with Balaac, Iſraels 
ruine) And yet, who ſhall doubt of the 
truth of that Propheſie, (of the Meſſiah) in 
the figure of the glorious Star of 7acob, 
to whom the Scepter belongs. 
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(*) So Laban ſayes unto Jacob in Gen. 25. 29, ! 
learn'd by experience in the Hebren DiJination) wie it 
ſeems owns the Integrity of 7acos, 


Here's 
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Here's a man a.Deviliſh Seer, and yet 
had a- moſt Divine Viſion, and guided by a 
Diabolical Art,and Spirit,but over-rul'd by 
temporary Impcllings of God's Spirit, 

1he Ape is ſometimes ſ> wicked, that 
not onely God himſelf doth preach it, but 
hee*l make the Devil himſelf to preach, So 
Satan (under Sammels mantle) prov'd Sauls 
Chaplin , and preach*t ſuch dreadful Lan- 
guage,that better he had never conſulted his 
ortune at that ſhe Oracle. 

Well, togive one other inſtance beſides 
this, ſce too in the Margin (f) Saul goes 
to hell to conſult : And wherefore haſt thou 
raiſed me up, ſaith the Devil ? (ſpeaking 
in the perſon of Samuel ?) Why (faith he) 
God is departed from me,and I am ſore di- 
ſtreſſed,v.1 5.troubPd v.21. Mark it,what a 
dreadful Doctrine did the Devils ſpectrum 
preach to him ? All moſt terrible news, 
(for it indeed ftund him.) Andit is the 
the hardeſt thing (almoſt) to ſtrike terror 
into Kings that ſo terrifie others. 

Saul, a man of ſuch valour and reſoluti- 
on, 1 Sam. 28, all the end of that Chapter 
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(FT) That Witch was Sanls Gypſe, or Sybil, 2nd Caiz- 
phas was guided by their light, 70.11-51. God {o over- 
ruling him. 
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for this fee more writ of the Oracles and 
the Sybils. in that Learned Dr. Burthog g, 
de cauſa dei, ad fin : p. 350, 360, 370« 


And yet {faith the Text) he fainted a- 
way, When told to morrow., thou and thy 
Sons ſhall be with me. And it is uſual, and 
juſt with the Lord, when wicked men 
leave the will of God, and go to the way 
of the Devil ; that the Devil ſhould preach 
dreadful Doctrine to them z and ſo bh did 
to Saul. 


le only ſuper-add one thing more, and 
ſo let this diſquiſition fall. ; 


So Seventhly and Laſtly, The Mag: ſirc- 
ly had by and with that Star, the internal 
Oracle, and Revelation of the Spirit ;  Þ 
that whatſoever other wayes, to other Þ 
Perfons might be uſed, this was laſt and is F 
beſt Gnide unto Jeſus. Nor could any of | 
the ſix firſt be effettual, had the Lord de- F 
nyed this. Thus you ſee they that follow F 
Divine leading (tho? their light be leſs) | 
ſhall ſurely be condufted to the Lord Jeli;s | 
at laſt z whilſt their falſe and furious ad- 
verſarics are diſappointed, and ſhall be (in 
due time) ſeverely plagued of God 3 and 
dif- 
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diſpatcht as this Tyrant (Herod) was, by 
Death : and ſo the Iſſue of the Star was 
Jeſus ſafe Exile, a bleſſed return to Jos 
ſeph and Mary, and alſo the exordiumof 
that Kingdom of Chriſt took place under the 
Croſs, that ſhall have no cnd, 
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The Third Sermon, or part. 
eMitth. 2. 2, 9, 10- 


x the 145 Pſalm. 6. 5. Compared with 
the 10, 11, 12. verſes, you will 
(among other things) Obſerve theſe two 
Notes :- as introductory to the ſequel in- 
tended. 

Firſt, That memorable and wonderful 
works, and the Kingdom of God, uſually 
concur. When God 1s about to exalt his 
Son Chriſt to propagate, and revive the 
Glory of his Kingdom, he doth it by pre- 
cedancous prodigies and wonderful works; 
Theſe works of God go before : the King- 
dom and King himſelf do follow after : (as 
at Solemn Coronations.) And4 

Secondiy, That it is the duty of all eſpe- 

| cially Saints) greatly to obſerve, and to 
utter one © another z yea, and to convey 
| down to following Generations, the me- 
mory of Gods works, and the Glory of 
his Kidgdom, oue Generation ſhall utter to 
another (abundantly) the Glory thereof. 
F Whas 


# 
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What Matthew the Evangeliſt(and he on- 
ly) obſerved in his time, is here conv 
down to us. What efforts of God*s King- 
dom are obſervable in our time, ſhould 
be by Hiſtory Chronicled .and Conveyed 
down, unto the following generation. The 
little ſignificancy- (God knows) that the 
Word of God (for ſo long time) hath had 
among us ; hath made me to ſet my Pulpit, 
(as it were) alittle higher, and look int 
the Cceleftial works ' of God ; of which, 
that late Star, (now expired) was, and is 
ſo memorable, and ſo ſignificant, to ſee if 
thar kind of Preaching may alſo ſerve tp te- 
ſtific and awaken, 


The __ of Chriſt = ſce, in the 
infancy of his Kingdom, is here, by the E- 
vangelift notified, by certain wonder ful and 
range things concomitant 5 and none of 
them more, then this particular Star (in 
our Text,) the only new Comet, (if l ma 
fo call it) or ſtrange Star, that we read of 
in all the two Teſtaments, Old, and New. 
And the Point (among many others that 1 
only glanc'd at,)) which I have choſen out 
for this preſent ſubj: & was, 


That 
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That God ſometimes ſignifieth much of his 
mind concerning good or evil to come, 
by the ſignature of his works, and par- 
cularly of new Stars in the Heavens. 


I confeſs, the word is his ordinary me- 
dium or method of dealing with his People, 
(and was among the Jews : ) (a) others 
muſt, by ſigns ordinary, or extraordinary 
be taught ; but the works of God ſome- 
times do open a wide mouth to ſpeak for 
him to both ; ſo did this ſtar. 

I have laboured to reſolve three queſtions 
already. And now paſs to the fourth 
Queſtion. 

As for our third Queſtion, How this 
Language is uttered, or how it may be 
learned ? I only fay, there are unlawful 
ſtudics, and irregular Rules; which nei- 
ther have the word for Scripture Philoſo- 
phy; (and all other is vain Phyloſophy,X(b) 
nor yet any right reaſon in nature to ground 
it: And therefore by theſe , nothing cer- 
tain can be known. It muſt therefore ei- 
ther be by the form and Charatters ; or 
that courſe 2nd Method of thoſe Stars, or 


"Comets. As to inſtance in this new, it was 


(a) P(. 147,19, 2c. (4) Col.2.8. x; xwns <aumns- 
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+ peculiar new created thing, in its motion, 
not in the upper Sphere ; but in the lower 
Region of the air, in its paſſage, not ſo 
ſwift as other Planets above be. ' 

But according as theſe wiſe men could 
move in that long Journey, to find Chriſt. 
Laſtly its ſite , or ſcituation : was in the 
lower part of theair, for the pointing out, 
and indigitating of the houſe, which it 
could not have done, if it had not been ve- 
ry low. 

Alſo this ſignification is given more in- 
wardly by Oracle as well as occularly; 


And this, either by the ſtudying of the Art 


Afﬀtronoinical, and Laws of the Planets, 
whichis a lawful thing, or elſe by a Dt 
vine (ſhall I call it, a Scripture } Magick or 
Wiſdom, for there is ſuch a thing lawful, 
(like that of Moſes, and Danicl that is 1 
Wiſdom Divine, ) not what is now actount- 
ed Diabolical ; or by ſome wonderful An- 
gels ſent down 011 purpoſe to preach this for 
the ſign of Chriſts Kingdom. This is the 
work you ſha!l do, to Jewry is the Jour- 
ney you mult take ; and there at Berhlehen 
certainly you fſha!l find the Redeemer, 
Therefore ſome Anthors ſay, it was a 
Angel. I would rather ſay it was an Ar 
gel, conducting both it and them. Ando- 
thers as truly conclude, it was by the pec 

lia 
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liar motion of the Spirit of God ; + which 
(together withthe outward teaching of the 
Heavens) gave them an inward teaching and 
intrudion from above. This is the lign, 
this is the thing ſignified ; go ſofar, and 
there you ſhall ſee the glorious King of the 
7ews, in the Embrio of his Kingdom. And 
by. conſulting one paſſage, a little after, in 
the ſame Chapter ; it 4s. ſaid, in a verſe 
or two bclow, that when they would have 
gone to Herod,there were warnedof God : 
+ xenuan rms. (ſaith the G reek) being O- 
racularly, or by a voice from Heaven war- 
n:d. Now I ſay, if God by a miracu- 
lous eſcape, would givethem an Oracular 
voice to preſerve them from Herods craft 
and fury, to ſave natural life : much more 
may we think for their Souls etcrnal good, 
by the Oracular voice of the Spirit of God, 
were theſe, poor Creatures conducted ele- 
ven hundred and odd miles, from Arabia 
Felix, unto this place where Chriſt was, (c) 

Fourthly and Laſtly; I ſtood engaged, 
(and am your Debtor ) in yet one more En» 


Pao << 
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+ The ſame that the Shepherds there b:d, (© the Ma- 
ti and Shepherds are wiſer then the Scribes and Pritits, 
Surgunt indotti, & rapiunt celum. F v. 12. Ditini- 
tus diftum us'd. At. 11. 25. alſo Hebr. 11.7. the 
Chyitfiian name took its Origine and Noahs ſafety from 
th! Floud. (c) Reciting the 3 beads is @ fairty tranſ,- 


1401 to the 4b, 
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uiry: And that is relating to the Hypo- 
Fefis granting the thing (in chef) that 
there is ſuch warnings given, ſuch ſignifica- 
tions by ſuch miraculous Stars, and an hea- 
venly voice in them ;z by which, ſome. 
thing of good, or evil may be known; 
which if the Authority of this Scripture 
had not ſhew*'d me; 1 had never ſpoke 
ſo long upon this Subje& : It will be meet 
then, I ſhould inſiſt further upon the In, 
duction or Examples of the thing ; that the 
Truth may appear by ſome one, 'or more 
inſtances. 4 
That as it was with theſe wiſe men, that 
were truly gnided to the Babe or King of 
Glory at's firſt coming, ſo moſt certainly, 
God hath wonderfully in all ages dicogh 
forth ſome great and evident Tokens of his 
Kingdom and ſecond coming : partly in his 
j 1dicial proceedings, inflifting of evil (in 
our latter times eſpecially ; ) and partly in 
thoſe meliora ſperanda (as one faith ;)thoſe 
hoped for good things, that were, and yet 
are to follow. 
Now that which I do affirm in th: Hy- 
potheſis, js this, 


Tha 
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That when God is about ſome great work, 
that he hath tobring forth in the World ;, 
for a Preface to't, he hath in all ages 
(by paſt,yet doth and will) ſet ſome me- 
morable ſigns or portents in the Heavens. 


a 


Yeremy the 32. and the 20. verſe doth take 
notice of it, as to the fat : which haſt ſet 
ſigns and wonders in the Land of Egypr, 
even. unto this day, and in Jſ-ael, and a« 
mongſt (4) other men, (or in Adam, 
ſaith he ;, ſo the Heb. (4) So that Heathens) 
as well as 7ews, might be obſervers. Chriſt 
himſelf willalſo confirm the Prophet; For 
faith he, (ſpeaking of the laſt times,) in 
the 21 Zuk, 25 verſe. And there ſhall be 
ſigns in the Sun and in the Moon and in the 
Stars, How in the Stars? Either it may 
be interpreted of theStars that are already 
made. - Orin, is as much, as among the 
Stars, that God himſelf would appear 
Gloriouſly, in making and working new 
things, and in creating new Star-like Co- 
mets 3 that ſo it might appear both by the 
old and the new Stars ; that there is ſome 
great thing (by the ſigns) ſignified. For fo, 


(4) DIR (J) inHebr. DINBDOVAe.) 
portenta jp oſ«iſti in Iirael ubaadam (3.) in riliquis ho- 
minibus, & in man. (1. e.) the ſingular fir pluya!, ſo 
*atabl, in the whole tack or rare of Adant, to the end of 
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elſewhere, (in, is among) Zuk.17,21. The 
Kingdom of God #4 within you,(we read it ; ) 
but the Greek elſewhere bears it as well, 
. { Rom, 1. 19. & 16. 7.) is among you, {0 
for ſigns, in the Stars, that is, among the 
Stars of the Heavens, that is in Comets as 
well as reall Stars. 

Now, becauſe Irather ſtudy your profit, 
then curioſity;(for that was never my intent, 
to ſolemnize an act of worſhip, to pleaſe cu- 
ziolity; ) There are two things that will 
make out this laſt branch of enquiry in both 


ks, 

1. That new ſights, or ſigns in the Bea- 
vens, do precede and preſage ſome dread- 
full evil; And 


2. Of great good, they are nunios, 

I find, That there are inſtances in Ages 
by-paſt of both ſorts : If you fay, can they 
be ſignal of good, and bad ? two coutra's, 
I anſwer, yea, reſpetting different objedts, 
perſons, and places : as the Proteſtants and 
Papiſts; the Godly and ungodly ; Now 
that that preſages all good to the Godly 
notes evil to the world, ( & vice verſm) 
ſo.portents on Egypt, had ſigns of good to 
Iſrael. So Iſa. 3. 10, & 21, 12, a morn- 
"ing and a night, may at one and the ſame 
gunc, come to differing Intereſts, and per- 
ſans 
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ſons, and ſome within our own memory, 
of the truth ofthis ;p-\nd both theſe being 
a little touched upon, (and no more than is 
needfull;) twill ſufficiently open a way for 
more practical dofirine,by way of uſe. And 

Firſt, 1 ſay, That the great ſigns in the 
heavens are portents of evil ; and that uſu- 
ally, when' ſome more then ordinary evil of 
fn is perpetrated in the world ; there are 
ſome more 'then ordinary fignificators 
placed above, to thoſe that are (like theſe 
wiſe men) dilligent obſervers, and fit to 
read them. 

As for that indeed , which is a more 
large ſubje&, the ſad and diſmal effeds or 
(if you will) efforts, or conſequences of 
great fins. There 1s ſcarce a Ch 
you can name, that ever th been in the 
world, to puniſh offences ; but God hath 
made ſome ſign inthe Heaven thereof, and 
ſome particular Comet, or new Star, the 
preacher on't ; (or, as [one calls it. the 
Nuncio , and witneſs to it. See ſome 
Inſtances, A little then, to inſtance, firſt 
are moſt dreadful and terrible overturn- 
ing winds, and Whirl-winds ; ſad inſtances 


of evil inflicted _= the World. (*) 


overturning 600 houſes, burning whole 


(* ) High winds Hericano's In the time of W. Ryfus 
towards the nd of bis raignz @ Speed, p. 448. 
W 
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woods, ſtorms like Hericatoes, I have 
obſerved in my readiag of, times palt oft 
ſuch things; and 1n our own Chronicles, 
ſuch things may be read. 

About that time a great Comet , two 
bruſhes (f) appeared ſome ſay 11 or 1200 
years ago, there was a dreadtul Hericauo- 
wind fell upon this. City. And faith Speed, 
(who is grave and ſober, and ſpeaks as Re- 
ligiouſly, as moſt. of our Chroniclers) did 
ſo overturn this place here in London, called 
Bow-Church, (now- a new thing) that the 
beams on the top, was taken up into the 
Air, then thrown into the ſtreet (then un- 
paved) and ſunk 23 foot into the ground 
ſuch were the conſequents of that Comet z 
about 1100 ycars. 

2. Do we think Inundations of waters 
to be a dreadful and ſore judgement ? In- 
deed it is ſo.((To ſay nothing of other Poli- 
tical changes and mutations) in the courſe of 
theTyde,(+)in the Sea.We read inthe Hi- 
ſtory of Saxony,. Anno 912. ſome hundred 
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The Stars ſeem'd to (root davyts at one ano. br : 
and by 4 dart Rufas aſter was ſlain by W. Tirccll. 
Farl'Goodwins Land, tun'd to Goodwins Sands. 
(+) 4 conjunftion in tle time of Noah, jricedes that 
deluge. 


_- 
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years ago 3 That there was a great Inun- 
dation, which deſtroyed, both many pla- 
ces and Villages, and ſome thouſands of 
people, 40000 Arno 1569 3 alſo by an- m- 
nudation of water, ( g which followed in 
Holland upon another Star, that a little be- 
fore appeared, and Cardinal Woolſey dyes, 
the Tixrks take Buda in Hungary. 


3- Do we think ſcarcity of fruits, dry-. 
ing up of the Earth, want of foo1 ( annone 
caritdas) to be a dreadful and ſore Judge- 
ment ? (*) a Judgement, that we have 
yet not much experience of in England, 
But God knows what by the dark language 
of this Star we may do.lt is eaſe to produce 
at leaſt a dozen inſtances of great Comets 
which have appeared ; as Amo 1500, peſtis 
& fames graſſantur, and have immediately, 
(within a year) been attended with ſuch ſad 
Peſtilence and Famines ; that ſometimes 
the people did not know where (for 
drought) to find water, nor where (for ne; 
ceſſity and hunger) to find bread, 

4. Do wethink Invaſion of Forreigners 
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(g) In 1530 after a Comet is an Innudation of Ty- 
ber over Rome; and Holland an4 Zealand, b24 the 
like by the Sea, ove-flowing 404 Parihes. 

(?) Anno 1557. A Comet at Sunſet in G rmany, 
6 Countrtys qver-run with Famine. 


(which 
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which s another inflance) to bea ſore and 
dreadful evil ? Believe it, ſo it is. And if 
God. ſheuld make this wanton Iſland, -thar 
love French cuts and faſhicns, to: feel the 
feds of ſuch a Judgement, (4) Oh who 
can tell, but then we thall conclude, this 
was the language of that Star . ſuch prog- 
noſticks preceded the like cventsin Hunga- 
7), and why not in Brittany ? 

4. (*) Tobe more particular ;- for it is 
impoſlible that my memory ſhould retain a- 
bove an hundred inftances ; and [ think, one 
Author doth produce (near) two hundred 
of this kind of reading. And therefore 1 
can but ſmatterati;' and there are ſome 
examples fitter to* be writ ) In that year 
1066 (zi) the Normans invaded England: 
Tofte alſo (proſcribed before) peſtred and 
infeſted the Coaſts, both of Kent and-' Line 
colnſkire, fell upon many places, deſtroyed 
many perſons, kept in a full body, King 
Haro'd did fight them (the laſt that was of 
the preceding Danes,) he is conquered that 


rd err re et a a nes 
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(h). 4nd ſmart by French cat-throats, (6 Like tn in- 
wade us at [raft in Irelimd. {*) H. Alltede in Com- 
erography (7) Joh. Speed Chronicle pag. 404 on April 
24. A Comet ſeldom 4 fign to Kyngs of fortunate ſac- 
Cf, - G 
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was the poſſeſſour: (for conqueſt was often 
the ſtrongeſt plea.) the invader proves Con- 
querors, Yat great was the diftreſs that 
hereupon followed This now is apparent 
in thoſe Chronicles and Hiſtories (if any 
have a mind to read) of thoſe times : and 
in other Hiſtories, there areſuch plentiful 
inſtances of this kind,relating to ſuch dread- 
ful Judgments, by invaſions and Comets 
precceding, that it were needleſs to inſtance 
farther. But what you may have even from 
Rome to give in witneſs plenarily to this : 
;n the year 410 (4) (after Chriſt) was a 
ſword-like Comet. O the fad events it por- 
tended. The Coths and Vandals fell upon 
Rome z ſacked the City, laid that waſte, 
deſtroyed moſt of the places and Villages 
round about ; (no age ever knew the Ike 
to't, ) kept it and poſlc{t it for a conſidera- 
ble time. And ſo the wantonnefſs of Chri- 
ſtianity, and the heighth and Pride of the 
Roman Fapacy, that was then creeping, 
and almoſt crept up; was under the Plague 
and Puniſhment of Gods vengeance, and 
the Goths and Vandals Sword. 

I note it for this; to let you ſee, that if 


OE 


(k) Anno, 410. Fulfit Cometa enfifurmis &# tanta 
frat kominum cades, boc terrpore : quantam tas nul- 
la, a condito mundo novit. 44 Alia, Africa, and 
Europe, to Eaſt and Wefft felt it. 

Gcd 


(783) 
God have a mind to plague and puniſh a 
people,he can fetch a Nation, (1) Notth or 
South,. Eaſtor Welt, from any fide, flank 
or border of us, ( Gods Troopers can 
muſter any where,) and make great and 
deſtrutive work of us : atleaſt to prove a 
long ſcourge. 

5- Shall we ſay that Peſtilence is a dread- 
ful Judgment, God knows, (Remember 
—65) ſo *twas; fo it isalwayes where it 
comes. (lt brings terrour round about.) 
There are inſtances in my poor reading 
of Ten or a Dozen Comets that have 'ap- 
peared in the world (before it, in various 
Lands and Cities.) Aud then in a year or 
two, as the Patience of God and the Pray- 
ers of the Godly did obtain.) God ſent the 
Famine and dreadfulleſt Peſtilence, that 
(treennum duravit,)was rampant three years 
together in Exrope, to the depopulation of 
many Cities and Towns. So that it, 
were to little purpoſe to inſtance particu- 
lars : This is reported by Hiſtorians ſo 
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(1) Caldea was above 4 Months march from Ti dea, 
but yet invadea it with Gods Trows : as Hab. 3. 19. 
* Lam. 5: »/t (m):t redio ſipetientium,u#tt anhur (4 
ritum tranentes, cum montuss ſepelirent +» :£ eq ex0:1'ns 
were buried wich the dead, Anno 1005.3. Anno tz, 
IL. imperatoris. H, Alſted. 
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largely 3/that in one place my Author faith, 


that the Living were weary of burying the 
Dead ; the: Dead were ſo naucious and 
burthenſome to them, that both were in- 
terr'd together. 
6. Shall we ſay in the laſt place, (for I'le 
G0 nd further in this firſt branch.) That 
the death 'of Princes is a great plague ? 
Sometimes truly, ſo *tis, eſpecially ifthoſe 
have been in any kind real favourcrs of Re- 
ligion and the Chriſtian Dodrine , or the 
Kingdom of Chriſt. Stories tell us, abot 
237, twas in Conſtantines latter end, a great 
Comet appeared a little before his death ; 
and ſhortly after, he expired, and yeilded 
the conqueſt of the Grave, (7) for that*s a 
Maſter that will fetch down a Princes Scep- 
ter, (tho' never ſo good) as ſoon as any 
thing inthe World : Well, but how im- 
mane and innumerable evils did bode to 
Chriſtians and Chriſtianity, after this great 
mans death, is eafie to read. So preat 
a Favourcr,that Emperour was, and Protc= 
cor of Religion ? "Ihe dangers and Perils 
that attended Chriſtians alſo at 7 heodoſt- 
w's death, (-) are nct eaſily to be expreſt : 
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(n) Thyee 11 bis Sans {7 70 27 SRECH ys. ana Chr 
rant Imman 3s PDEeYly elts ix F 17 (0) 41r0 Dem: 
454. Theodofius dyed bat of juliars and Nero's ins, 
and others, 1 need ſay !if5. thity Care's foreteLing the 
Forlds-2:tter 1p un 2% e248 of ets Tatar 
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All preſag'd by Comets ; the latter Comet 


laſted 10 weeks, 

In this laſt effort of Judgment, (pre- 
diced or witneſſed by precedaneous Co« 
mets; > I read my i-if almoſt weary; and 
begun then to thiak of numbring, and in 
one Author told to the number 7, and 
ſaw, that grew upon me) ſo I thought it 
in vain to go on. 

In another Author I went to number and 
there it came to the number of Eighty Prin- 
ces, or Eighty odd, that at home, and a- 
broad went off with Comets. 

If then you dare give me credit, *twere 
eahe to produce vaſt Examples of the migh- 
ty hand of God,(who is higher * then the 
higheſt) upon ſome great ones, eſpecially 
viceous Princes. As touching YVeſpatiany 
(and he was none of the worſt; ) as touch- 
ing Nero, both his beginning and his 
Exit was reported to the World, by Co-, 
mets in the =——_—— ſo both the pious and 
flagitious have omens; As if God would 
ſay, now you ſhall have a great Perſecutor 
to riſe z (ſetting aſide only the five firſt 
(p) years of Nero, in which he put ou 
humanity ; but paid it off with Barbariſm 
and (q) Bruitifm (his Reign meram latroci- 


—— 


* Eccl. 5. 8. C ) Neronis quinquenium ( q) Styid 
the firſt Dedicetor of Chriſtian blood, by Martyrdom. 
nium# 
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cinium (broitiſm at laſt.) And a little be- 
fore his death, then God alſo preſignifies 
his deſtruction (as I ſaid) by another wit- 
neſs in the Heavens, So that Tyrant dy- 
ed, more majorum. 

This may be ſaid of Comodws, another 
Emperour. The like of other inſtances. 
Here we might come into. France; there 
into Spain ; Here into our own Countrey. 

There are ſometimes five or ſix particu- 
lar inſtances of Princes and Princeſſes fall 
after a Comet; and ſome of them particu- 
larly forctold by divers other Portents. As 
for inſtance,Queen Marys,the ou f Abet- 
tor and Promotor of Popery here in Eng- 
land ;, and her death and 24 more was 
foretold a little before by a Comet. | 
name this for one thing : You ſhould not 
think much for once, it I mention a paſſage 
out of a ſtrange Author ; (but yet, it may 
be, you have heard of it : ) there was one 
John G adbury in 65, that wrote a Book 
concerning Comets; whether the ſame that 
is ſo notorious now in the Plot, I cannot 
ſay, but this is the paſſage for which I 
cite it : (you*l excuſe it when you Read it;) 
God (faith he) and nature- intended, that 
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T A Comet Anno I C « ?, in t! t for 3 of 4 Spit (+ p 


wore, ) in Auguſt ) of a pHte £22:40k5 £0'0 iſ, R731 
Prinze:, Fiſtet: Cardinals a!! dye, fron after, 
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the Death of the Princes ſhould not have 
the Knells of Church Bells on Earth, 
they be not ſacred enough for ſuch illuſtri- 
ous performances, but it ſhall be ſignified 
by a Knell from Heaven,( or Comets4as in 
the 44 page, of that book:) Whether from 
reverence to his Prince, or to his Roman 
Faith, or of Love to Mrs. S. or to his Do- 
frine of calculation of Nativities, Sir R. 
P. may tell better then 1. 

Toall might be added great mutations 
in States, Maſſacres, Seditions, decolla- 
tions, &c. great changes in Religion, 
for the worſe, ſometimes for the better. 
But one Author comfortably ends it with 
this word, with which Ple end this firſt 
branch. 

Nothwithſtanding all this, (faith he) there 


are (r) better things to be hoped to come after- | 


wards. 

Now, as for the ſecond Branch, that 
theſe are ſigns, (more frequently of Evil 
} grant , witneſſe thoſe Judgments fore- 
mentioned ; ſo) Secondly, Butt hey are alſo 
Tokens and Signatures of Good. 

It is not ſo much to be collefted from the 
for m, nature, courſe (or current) of 
tie Comets which God makes new in the 
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(r) Luibas meliora ſuccedere ſberanda. 


Heavens 
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Heavens 3 for ſometimes thoſe have di- 
vers Forms, and Shapes, and Colours; yet- 
do never jump in one and the ſame Ifſue 
and effort, in any of the ſaid Judgments I 
have mentioned. But this is a Subje& of 
a conſolatory nature and I am loath to 
ſpeak more now upon this Subject ; but 
willing to poſtpone my ſecond delign, and 
the inſtances of good coming, to the Uſe 
of Conſolation (in the Concluſion of the 
fourth part.) 

The ſecond thing I was to ſignifie, was 
by Indution,to prove that as ſeveral Judg- 
ments of God are conſequents unto ſuch 
ſigns ; ſo there are ſeveral years in ages 
paſt, which have —_ both the ſign, 
and the thing ſignified. 

But this now would put me upona more 
particular elabourate Hiſtory from ſome 
years before Chriſt, and ſince to the-pre- 
ſent time : {further my Authors lead me 
not.) There is one, (Thear) hath writ the 
Hiſtory of all the Comets, ſince the Crea- 
tion, But in one Dr. H. Alſtcde, 1 find 
ſome * years before Chriſt, ſix Comets re- 
corded, and the reſt after Chriſt do make 
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* A. M 3519. The Peloponefick 7ar5 enſvd, 4. 
M. 4758. poſt mortem Demetrii, A M. 3347. de 
qua Sybil, Aug. bic purr manor te 22. 
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up till now neer two hundred Comets. (*) 
(of one, that Sybil to Auguſtus.) 

You would not therefore expett that I 
ſhould run over all theſe particular inſtan- 
ces again ; for what have given of the ſe- 
vere , x ont which God hath inflicted 
upon the ſinful world and the holy - City, 
(Euſeb. p. 53.) after ſuch ſigns ; ſuffices 
only to prove what I defign; (viz.) 
the dreadful omens to the wicked : and 
comforts to the pious, that do iſſue upon 
ſuch wonderful and prodigious ſigns. 'On- 
ly in ſhort view. 

i. Anno 69. A Comet as a flaming Sword 
15 ſeen over 7eruſalem, portends 1ts ruine. 
2. AnoChriſtt 78. At Cyprus ſeena Co- 
met: Many Cities overturned by Earth- 
quakes. 

3. Comet 195. Severus dycd. 

4. Anno 323; That Hereſie of Arrim 
ſprings up. 

F» Anno I 529. A ſweating ſickneſs on 
the Enoliſh, 4 Comets in that year. 

5. Anno Coriſti, 15390. The heat drycs 
up Fountains, and burns the woods. 

6. Two Maſſacres in France, follow 
the ſecond Comet, one Anno Dom. 15 72. 


— 


_ —_— —_— 
— — 


(*) la perdixit Chriſlianam Religionen 
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7. Anno 1652. Fobn Cotton of N.E dyes, 
our changes by O.C.ProteQtor,the long Par- 
liament Aifſolued, Scot and invaded and 
ſubdued. 

Therefore, ' ſince the former of theſe 
branches ſupplys the latter ; I will now 
paſs from the Do&trinal part, and proceed 
to ſomething more pradtical; and ſo, 1 
think,(to a vulgar auditory) I may be more 
acceptable. And there are three uſes. 

If God gives ſigns of ſometimes fad, 
ſometimes glad events to come in the 
world; Then it may be, ' 


Firſt, For T errour. 
Secondly, For advice, 
Laſtly, For comfort. 


Firſt, I ſay for Terrour.. It is a paſſage I 
find in one Author,cited out of YVoer:ws, (the 
Book | have not) * concerning prodigics 
or wonders paveaut Impis, Let the wicked 
fear and tremble ; If ſinners will not fear, 
God hathan art (and a powerful one) to 
make them both fear and feel. 

Keep this Rod (ſaith God unto Moſes) 
for a Token - againſt the Rebells, mark 
that paſſage, Numb. 17. 10. For Aarons 
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Rod Bloſſomed and Budded, well (faith 
God) I am reſolved to convince theſe Re- 
bells, one way or other ; and that they 
may know there is a diſtin&tion betwixt 
them, and my Servant Aaron ; keep this 
Rod (faith he, to Moſes) in the Taberna- 
cle of Witneſs in the Ark : Heb. 9.4. asa 
Token againſt the Rebells. * God fends 
Tokensthen fometimes againſt rebellious 
and wicked ones, ſuch was that Dan. 5. 
to Beltſhazar in's carouſing, when the 
Lord would reprove El: for the wicked- 
neſs of his Two Sons ; this ſhall be a Sign 
(faith he.) Mark ; (He doth it by a Sign.) 
A word of * an Angel, a Prophet, a 
Samuel would not do't; well, I'll pay him 
off (though 1 break- Heart and Neck at 
once) (faith God) and his whole houſe to 
boot. And therefore this ſhall be a Sign 
( faith God by Young Samuel) thy Two 
Sons + Hophni and Phinehas ſhall die both 
ofthemin one day. God hath wayes to 
ſhew Signs of diſpleaſure; and it is a mer- 
cy he*lI tell us by a word; but if wewill 
not hear, being (as E/;) his own: Then 
we muſt feel, For God will not looſe his 
own. 
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Itell you, Sirs, it is the moſt dreadful 
thing in the world, (if God is ſo ſevere 
with Saints) to be an Impenitent Atheiſt, 
when God is preaching by ſuch Signs, for 
as there is ſomething of wrath, (s) (O 
yee Herod:ans) againthat which muſt falls 
ſo their is ſomething of Grace and Favour 
hinted to us, in that which ſhall riſe and 
mver fall , That's the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
ws and Chriſt will carry it at laſt. There- 
ore ſinners ought to fear and tremble at 
the Signs that God ſets above, you cannot 
(by a huffand a ſcoff) he&or down one of . 
theſe Signs, out of the Orb, where God 
hath ſet it. 

Thoſe that write the Hiſtory of Comets, 
tellsus, thatin moſt of the Spheres : (or 
in the beſt Philoſophy-language of the 
Scripture call*d the Stories in the Heavens, 
Amos 9. 6. which ſome expound, of the 
Spheres ; Hebr. Aſcents. though others 
diſpute it) they ſay, in molt of theſe Sto- 
ries, Comets have been ſeen, excepting 
the ninth Sphere of Heavens, and that of 
1572 pertain'd to the Eighth Orb where 


— _—_ ——— ” 
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tribunall julicantis, If one in the Manger did ſo tev- 
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onely the fixed Stars are; they ſay theſe 
the number of Two T wouſand and 23 and 
ſome 300 have been ſince diſcovered by 
Navigation. And yet that Star which we 
read of in 1572, (ſo much diſputed about, 
if a Comet or no?) was feen (in Sydere 
Caſſiopei ) not a. wandring Star , but a fixed 
Star:as 3 more by ſome are alſo called new 
Stars (viz.) In 1604, 1607, and 1615. but 
dreadful were the cffetts , and Iflues that 
followed upon them all: and perhaps the 
world is not yet deliver*d of their Events. 

If the borls willnot know; nor believe, 
nor fear ; I, (faith God,)I have a way to 
open their deaf cars: let them be as Surdi, 
and abſurd as they pleaſe, they may keep 
this Deafneſs, till the laſt Trumpet ſound, 
if they can : but they'l before that often 
tingle. For, certainly God will makethe 
Hearts of the moſt Athciſtical Ones, to 
gripe and quake ; *Ere all the Scene is hi- 
niſht. . 

What ſhall God preach by his Word, 
and by his Works; and all for his Son, 
his Kingdom, his Name, Goſpel, and 
People ? And ſhall both word and works 
be hedtored out of the World ( and the 
Heaven's too ) by a company of ſwath 
Bucklers, and Atheiſtical Villains, that 
fcarce know or own any thing of the Lan- 
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uage and Works cither of God or his 
Eons, aright ? O ! why ſhould the world 
be ſo mad, as to play with edged Tools? 
can ſinners find nothing to jeſt with, and 
be joakers f or ſcofters about, but the 
Language of ſuch Glorious, and new 
Created Witneſſes or Miniſters that Gad 
ſets up beyond the reach of any Humane 
Arm ? No, no, certainly, this Spirit, if 
it benot cured ; (and that's very hard) 
*twill be plagoey and curſed, whereſoc+ 
ver God finds it : fo was Herod 
that ſet Chriſt at nought * and mocked 
him. VII tel] you a paſſage or two ofa 
Huffer ; of ſuch Peter propheſies there 
ſhall be in the laſt times, Mockers, Scof- 
fers ſaying, where is the Promiſe of his 
coming ? you tell ps of Signs, and por- 
tents : why there was one Comet Arno 79 
In Veſpa{:ans latter end, (for there was 
Signs then 3) and there were others that 
wrote their preſages, * and where is that 
you talk of ? all coincs tonothing, vaniſh- 
cs away, Hold ; there appzared a Stax 
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in YVeſpaſians time z one of his Wizards, 
or Courtiers told him, that it imported a 
change inthe Empire, or the death ofthe 
Emperour ; No, no, (faith he) I don't 
fear that : (perhaps it was Stella Cyinita, a 
long haired Comet) it rather ſignifies the 
death of the King of the Parkin, be- 
cauſe he wore long hair ( YVeſpatian was 
bald, ) but ſo it pleaſed Go9d, Yeſpatian 
diced paulo ps ſoon after, for all his ſcof- 
ing merry humour: 

[f men will ſcoff and jeſt with Heaven it 
ſelf ; hewill not alwayes bear it. 

Did I ſay, I would tell you of another ? 
Libaninus * a witty Sophiſter, asked a 
Poor Chriſtian (In the latter part of Euſe- 
bizs's Hiſtory in a jear againſt Chriſt. ) 
what the Son of the Carpenter was now a 
doing : (this was about Jul:an the Apoſ- 
tates death : he was a dreadful Apoſtate 
from Religion, and the vileſt ſcoffer the 
Earth hore) where now (faith he) is the 
Son of the Carpenter ? (he meant Jeſus) 


what does hedo ? In anſwer to this, this Þ 


holy man ſaid, he is making a * Cofhn, 
to bury ſich ſcornſul ones, as thou art ; 
and preſently afer he dicd ; that (as Saba 
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ſaid ) had ſo waſted Chriſts Vineyard. 

Oh! who knows, but God is telling 
us of a Coffin, by the dark viſion of this 
ſtrange, and wonderful Star now expired ? 
For when they are out, (faith an Author) 
their effetts are not out, + but that I think, 
my auditory hath not ſo vain an Athciſt as 
this was, that needs, or ſuits ſuch a diſ- 
courſe as this ; I could be content to fill up 
my time in this juſt reprimand. For the 
World is grown to that height of Atheiſm 
in all places; it appears in all hearts, it is 
frequent in all Mouths. 

L will only paſs off, this branch of the 
firſt uſe, with ſome (not Aſtrological Cal- 
culations 3 * but rather Theological, or 
Pradticall ) Obſervations of the Nature, 
and Courſe of that Star, fo lately appearing 
to Every CyCc. 

Did you obſerve the motion of it, from 
the + Eaſt tothe Weſt, (inclining North- 
ward? ) that is the motion of the Sun. 
Then I apply it only thus, (by way of Si- 
militude) Does that falſe and abominable 
Ing tail'd Religion (I mean the Romiſh) 
Run all the day the ſame courſe that the Son 
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of God did (Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, our Sun 
of Righteouſneſs) pretending to derive 
from; yet perſecuting of him in his Goſ- 
pel and intereſt from Eaſt to Weſt : and 
ſo to overſpread all Britain by a bloody 
conſpiracy, that finds ſome room north- 
ward, never ſuch a tail*d comet ; ſo ne- 
ver ſo envious a Horrid Plot ang ſo fatal e- 
ven to our Engliſh Parliamnts ; ſo threat- 
ning to command the whole World ? 

hat Religion, before many years (l 
am ſure, before many ages ) will take (as 
this Star hath done) it's final Exit, and 
extinttion, in darkneſs. It isa paſſage out 
of Laftantinzs * Thereis a word | muſt ſay 
(Thirteen Hundred years agoc, he pro- 
pheſied it,) I fear to ſay it, ( ſaith he) yet 
I muſt ſay it, what's that ? 


Romanum nomen , tolletur de terra. 


The Name of Roxze ſhall be takenout of 
the Earth. ſhall that faction aſpire now 
under the courſe and government of a Pro- 
te{tanr, and croſs the linzs and orders, that 
the2 Son of God ( Chrit's true Religion) 
nath in the Goſpel drawn, that certainly 
will be extin& thortly, ſoc, it intimetes 


* Lat, Lz. 7. 
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good, then (if ] well meaſure its lines. ) 
Ber I gather it more from the obſervation of 
Scripture and Divinity, (the beſt diſcove- 
ry ofthe works of God.) 

If you'l obſerve next;this Star had a long 
Tail, the longeſt (I prant,) fave one, 1 
hear or read off, } And 1 read of four or 
five of that kind,in other Authors we(ſhould 
love to ſtudy the works of God 3) and it is 
but for this once (on ſuch a Subje&) that 1 
think to treat. 

Thoſe that have ſuch long Tails; they 
ſeem to preſignifie long, ſad, and doleful 
 effeds. Why the Lord himſelf in the form 
of it doth witneſs, that he threatens the 
whole world, with a Bruth, or a Rod, as 
long as 36 degrees in the Heavens. But 
I am not exatt 1: that obſervation, (as to 
the degrees.) But this I mean (by way of 
reſemblance tropologically,) that God hath 
certainly for ſome a long Rod , and its 
lifted up : Whereas moſt of the Comets 
that have yet been in the World, have ra- 
ther had their 'Tayles afloap; or like a 
Goat, (Stella barbata) with the beard 
downward; and they ſay, they that have 
the bruſh ere& upwards, are moſt dread- 
ful and ominous; then it ſignifies that God 
hath a wonderful Bruſh, and long Rod {et 
up inthe Heavens, to laſh fome that con!- 
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common hands reach not, for certainly they 
that are ſo long, may reach every bags 
and every where, and who are they that 
ſo long an Arm and Rod will not reach ? 
Shall | ſay, 

Thirdly, (For I think God ſhould make 
nothing in the Heavens, but we ſhould aim 
and conjecture at the ſignature of it ; (as the 
Magi did at Chriſts ſtar here,) though 
the time will beſt prove the Iſſue. 

Did you obſerve that the colour was 
exceeding envious ? (if I may ſo call it.) 
for they ſay, that thoſe that are of a Sarur- 
nian colour, they fignifte like himſelf, en- 
vious effetts, Why then it ſignifies, Q 
the envy, blood and miſchief of the Con- 
federators, and machinations, if not Maſſa- 
cres and Aſſaſſinations that may attend our 
times before the root, and top of this Plot 
be fully lop*t and puniſhed. 

How hard a thing is itto root out Plot 
and Plotters ! Still the dark envious eye of 
the Roman Religion is upon the poor Pro- 
teſtant. Therefore it ſhould ſet us a watch- 
ing, leaſt they ſerve us as Co!12n1, Sir Edam, 
Godfrey, Juſtice Arnold, Mr. Pye, and 0- 
thers z and who knows what blocd may 
follow, 7am. the 2d, 
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quis ab exilio - regnabit ſanguine mul- 
to. Speed, 


He that from Exile comes again, 
He'le ſurely havea bloody Raign. 


And if I may be bold fo far, (though I 
think that they obſerve right, that poſ# 
pone the effefts and events, one or two 
years, or more; Yet) I find: at the ſame 
time, or a little while after, ſome Iffues, 
or conſequences, have ſpoken the Lan- 
guage in part of theſe appearances. W hat 
hath been produced now upon this Star. 
(to impoſe I will not be ſo bold and pe- 
remptory ; yet) give me leave, (fince I 
amupon't) to go on a little, 

If ſhave not been much abuſed, (and 7 
would not eafily take things upon common 
report) that there was one in the Weſt- 
Countrey ſpake ſlightingly of this Comet, 
as if there was nothing.aa it ; They asked 
him wherefore he ſaid ſo ? fayes he, Jf 7 
* do not believe as /ſay, let my eyes fall 
out; and itis ſaid, one, if not both of hig 
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* I beard of the Letter and all particulars, (and 
Quld not obtain it,as yet :) by a ſober perſon. 
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eyes fell out before the next morning with 
great pain ; ſome both ſober and piagg, 
ſaw the names of both the perſon and ola 
(And if common fame doth abuſe us, it ma 

abuſe you as well as me.) But 7 make it 
my care to obſerve the works of God (and 
jadgments) as well as / can, by the trueſt 
information. For theſe two Months or more 
that this Comet hath appearcd in the Hea: 
vens; Tcannot accurately ſay ho.v long, be- 
cauſe the firſt ſight at its beginning, is ſo 
hard to find, in itsdark languapge,is ſo dark: 
yea,o!how many of ourPreachers have been 
ſilenced that little time? (7 mean by death.) 
] have obſerved 3 or 4 of late ; thirteen, 
or fourteen, within a few months at leaſt ; 
but that which makes me ſpeak ofit, is 
this; that by a worthy and pious Miniſter, 
1 was told (if Fame and+«the Letters, abuſe 
us not from Paris.) That a Miniſter of 
Charington (F) nigh Paris in France,(where 
the perſecution is ſo raping, meets the Hoft, 
(fo ſome : ) others, ſay, by the rabble cx- 
cited ona Religious account) but they came 
upon him, and knockt him oth* head, and 
trod him it was ſaid to death ; but he after 
rccover'd, But if we ſhould come to 
our own courſe of Aﬀairs here is a Parlia- 
ment firſt Prorogued, and then Diſſolved; 

(7) Mr, Chude. 
and 
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and whit that Þilolution will be attended 
ugth 3 God knows. Truly, ſometimes 1 
fear, that one Difſolution-after another z 
one ſick Convulſion after another, muſt 
needs ſpeak ſad. For, as it. is withthe 
Body Natural, when it isSick ;, it lyes one 
while, this way : then turns to that ſides 
and then a tother fide; ſo we lye of this 
fide, and turn atother ſide but ſtill the di- 
ſeaſe is within. And now the cry is 414 
and for Oxford; and (ſay ſome) you'l bring 
itto* 41. the Nobles obſerve that place 
has oft been. Fatall, who brings it to 41 ? 
(1 wiſh Popiſh Councels be — not — at 
the Helm,) Butl bring it. for this that you 


' may ſee haw neer things, jump and Coun. 


cels concurr, with ſuch portents God has 
ſet inthe Heavens. 

Theſe things are ſomething cloſe and 
praQtical:: .and Jhope pertinent;;- and God 
muſt make them Profitable--and Powerful, 
There are two things yet behind. 


Firſt in Dehortatton. 
Secondly, Exhortation: 


Firſt, Docth God ſct old and new ſtars, 
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(or CometsYin the Heavens, to liſp out, 
or hint his own mind ? O then / 'take hegd 
of lighting even the leaſt Meffenger from 
God, that brings us to our knees ! (t) or 
to enquire at his oracle, Lord, what ſhall 
be the end of theſe things ? (as (v) Daniel 
faith, Lord (faith Baalam, tho* a Conju- 
rer) who ſhall live, when God doeth this ? 
Mark how awakened and ſenſible theſe men 
were (the good and bad, and Damel, e+ 
ſpecially) and ſay Lord what isit ? or when 
ſhall be the end of theſe wonders ? Take 
heed of that the Philiſtsms. Priefts feared, 
4 Sam. 6. 2, 6,9. lighting any ſignature 
of Gods wrath. It's ſaid ob. 36. 31, 33. 


of the Heavens, (the Lords Tabernacle) ' 


its noiſe ſhews of it, and verſe 31. by them 
he judgeth, that is, (by loud ſigns,) what 
fn deſerves, ſee alſo ch. 37.9: 4,5, and 
and 12, 13. If you have a {ctter 'from a 
Friend, and "you know the Seal, why 
you cannot but expect, here's ſome ſigni- 
fication, word or T oken from my Friend, 
and therefore you are very careful of the 
Letter, Sign and Scal, ſo God teaches Job 
natural Philoſophy, v. 4, 5, and 42, 13. 
out of the e/Etherial Bodics and the influen- 
ces of them, (ſee alſo ver. 14 —16. and 

(r) x Per. 1. 11. (v) Dan. 12.6.8. Numb ind 
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ch. 38.v.7, 14: It's turned as Clay to the 
Seal. (3. e.) by their motions, che morn- 
ing ſets a Seal and turn on the Earth. 
Here's a Seal (faith God) in the Hea- 
vens, but it is a dark one ? but what will 
you ſay ? why you ſhould greatly reve- 
rence that hand, by which it is ſealed. 
Speak not ſlightly of God and his wonder- 
ful works; Gods Tokens were dreadful to 
the Heathens, Pſ.65.8. For then you ſpeak 
lightly of his word ; and there his works 
are beſt decypher'd. . Fear and tremble ra- 
ther'* if theſe things won't do, he hath 
Snow and ten times more treaſures of Hail 
reſerv'd for the wicked, as Fob. 38. 23, 
24. that ſhall make the Atheiſtical Worlds 
ears tingle. Ile work a work ſhall make 


| his cars tingle that heers it, As 1 Sam, 3. 


11. of 'Eles doom, ſo 2 King. 21i. 12.01 
Manaſſeh's, Fer. 19. 3. on 7eruſalem. 

2. The ſecond is, As we ſhould not 
flight and contemn them ; ſo, we ſhould not 
fear them. Friend, Art thou afraid of the 
ſigns of * Heavens ? That's like a Hea- 
then. No, fearthy * Gol, and avoid what 
provokes his diſpleaſure. A good man itept 
out when there wasa wonderful Thunder 
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atd- Lightning ; faith he, this is my God, 
Paternal Intereſt takes of Terrour. . 

There are dreadful things foretold; 
what ? can you ſay ? by ſure intereſt 3 and 
by ſound Faith, truly, this is my God ? 
And what / afraid of the Stars ? Jer 10: 2. 
dotlvexpreſly forbid it. Be not diſmayed 
at the figns of Heaven, for the Heathen are 
diſmayed at them. What though theſe are 
doleful ſignatures? What though there are 
dreadfulthings coming, (at hand) upon the 
Eatth'? Yet fear God. As he ſaid + if thou 
wilt offer an offering, offer it tothe Eord 
ſoe, if thou wilt fear, fear and worſhip 
God : as v. 8. the Mazidid Chriſt. 

The' Third and laſt is, Take heed of 
over-reverencing, Take heed of worſhip- 
ping any'of theſe Creatures, or effedts of 
Gods power. They ſhew their Makers 
Wiſdom, but ſhew nothing of Worſhip 
due in that caſe ; That is dangerous; ſee 
Dent. 4. 19. And left thou lift up thine 
eyes to Heaven, and when thou ſeeft the 
Sim and the Moon, and the Stars, even 
all the Hoſt of Heaven, ſhouldeſt be dri- 
ven to worſhip them, 2 Chron. 33.2, 5- 
Cc. ſo the Heathen worſhipped all the hoſt 
ct Heaven : which yet do all worſhip God, 
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as Neh. g. 6. Now, whether they be old 
Stars or new ; whether they be Angels ; or 
whatſoever Creatures thev are, they are 
Creatures not fit to be worſhipped ; that's 
Popery : Do as the wiſe men here did ; 
they had a mind to worſhip him ; (Herod 
pretended fo 3 but never intended it ; his 
deſign was to worry to deſtroy him :) 
But theſe poor wiſe men, they aſcribe di- 
vine Worlhiptoa poor Babe, v. 3. They 
don't worſhip the Star. Ir is true, they 
were glad when they faw it; but they 
came, and opencd their Treaſure, and 
worth ippedhim ; for when (tho? the Star 
brought them thither, they did not worſhip 
the Star all the way; ) they worſhip- 
ped Chriſt the Babe of Glory, and faw 
him to be a deſerving one to be wor- 
ſhipped. (y) Worſhip not any thing 
that your eyes ſee. Take heed then 
of the Dodtrine of a breaden God, which 
is of the Prieſts-making. Away with that 
odious Idle of the hoat, or breaden God, 
made by a few Lattin words of a Priells, ' 
that's Fopery - and withal, our bowing, 
kneeling, cringing at a Rail-table Sym- 
bolical Popery. Though the Bread be a 


———— 
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(y) Aurum, Thus, Myrbam;, Kigique, bominiqz 
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Sacramental ſign of Chriſts real preſence - 
yet to be bow*d too, no morethen the Star 
that lead to Chriſt, 


Oh then, how like to interpretative Ido- 
latry, (or as theirs (of and.) at the Calf :) is 
ours, that kneel to the ſign, yetdeny the 
real preſence (by*t) ſignify*d, how ſay 
Papiſt ofus ? 

(adore, 
Which whilſt the Bread and Tables they 
Deny the real preſence ;, there, before. 


The like caution lyes in the caſe of rites, 
geſtures, and Romiſh geniculations, Altars, 
Veſtures, and places that derive from Po- 
pery : and all to be null'd, (as chips of 
that old block:) As to places I end with 
that of old Hyiarion, Male eccleſsam det 


in edefictis, tettis9; veneramini. 


So Ends the Third Part, 
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EE EE+ 2+ £3. 
The Fourth and laſt part? 


eMutth. 2. 2, 9, 10. 


T wasa new work, and a new Cove- 
[| nant, and a new King, that God was 
now exhibiting in the World ; the Signa- 
ture whereof, he was pleaſed (as divers 
Authors | could cite,do call it) to make out 
by a new Star, (*) He that had in the firſt 
work of Creation, made ſo many Stars ; 
(and did fix them in their ſeveral Orbes) 
is pleaſed now, to make one Singular and 
Special Star, placed in a lower Region; 
but for a higher and more noble end (vid :) 
to condutt theſe Wiſe Men (the firſt fruits 
of the Gentiles) unto the Knowledge and 
Sight of Chriſt. From whence we have con- 
cluded. 

(*) Dr. Mayer, and V Vard in locum. 

H 4 When 


- 
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When God is about ſome Great Work, or 
to Exhibit a new King and Kingdom in 
the World ;, be makes ſome ſtrange new 
and Glorious Appearance of it, (as a 
Sign) inthe Heavens. 


1 grant he's hot limited to Stars or Co- 
mets in Heaven for there be many ſorts of 
Prodigies and they ſeldom or never come 
alone. 

In proſecution of which, 1 have gone 
thus far, toſhew you in the former three 
Diſcourſes, what Methods God hath ta- 
ken, to diſcover his Mind, by theſe new 
and prodigious appearances, im what lines 
or ſignatures, and by what inſtances, of 
examples the thing appears by the experi- 
ence of all ages by paſt to be a truth. 

Now there ſtill remains ſomething of 
the moſt pradticall and uſeful partof the dif- 
courſe ; which ' was firſt in intention : 
though laſt in expreſſion. To wit , in 
two ſpecial uſes ; Partly Admonition, 
Partly Confolation. There was one thing 
diſpatched the laſt part ; and that was for 
Terrour. What remains of-- that (that 
flipt our Memory then) will be ſubſervi- 
ant to what follows in this laſt part; and 
therefore 7 will not rehearſe , nor recapi- 
| tulate 
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culate-at all. ſo then, my work is two fold 
at this time, 

Firſt, to lay down what admonitions 
may be ſignified by ſuch Signs. And, 
; Secondly, what - Conſolation (if any) 
cancome out of ſuch terrible Signs, and 
truly, there ſcarce ever was is, or will be 
that thing in the world', that had not ſome 
comfort in the end. | 

Tis partly Caution, or Dehortation ; 
take heed of lighting theſe Prodigies : 
Thete are none of” Gods words, (nor his 
works neither ) that! it becomes his Crea- 
fares to ſlight, andto ſpeak of them as ri- 
dicutous, to vilepend ' the workmanſhip 
and Opperation. of Gods hands, - isto re- 
flett onthe Maker. '. /t thou didfſt but ſec 
a Devil (with all-the Chains of Darkneſs 
dbout him) appearing in ſome dark and 
terrible place; would it not awe, and af- 
fright ? And yet the Devils were Angels, 
and are Gods Creatures : (though now his 
Priſoners, for they have fallen from their 
firſt g6o0d ſtate). why then ſhoulqg any of 
the things (any part of the Workmanthip 
'of God) be lighted or inſignificant (that 
have the like Terrour.) / ad{Jed, 

2, Take heed of fearing them. (in a ſla- 
viſh manner) That's the errour on the one 


hand 
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hand; 'this; on the tother, (b) fear noh| 
of thoſe things that you ſec ; for, behold 
their Language is (could they fay it out,) 
as the Angel ſaid to Manoa ; if thou wilt 
offer an Offering 3 offer it to the Lord. or, 
as the Angel to John, Worſhip God, 
Fear God. (c\ Rev. 19; 10, 22, 8, Ne- 
ver any ſuch dreadful fights were ; but 
(what ever good might follow afterwards, 
yet)evil did immediately bode firit, and 
good ſucceeded. As therefore we ought 
not to ſlight : ſo we ought not to be terri- 
fied with any ſuch thing ; though it 'be a 
Sermon , and a Preacher of Judgement. 
Gods Miniſters are called Stars; they are 
| boundto preach both Judgment, -and after 

Mercie z | Gods Sigus in. the Heavens do ſo 
ſometimes ( moſt uſually ) They Preach 
Wrath, and Judgement; yet be not a- 
fraid : if thou wilt fear; fear the Maker 
of them. 

There was a diſpute (upon the appcar- 
ance. of a Star, or Comet) betwixt Charles 
the: great:(d) iſo called) the Emperour ; 
and Epgenard a Philoſopher; * and becauſe 
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(L) Pſal. 119. 43% $2, 120, 157. Thert's hope, 
and . corjort, and bilp 430 far one that trembles, at 
bo:h Kod and 1rord. (c) Fd. 13. 15. ut ſipra (4) 
A.Dom. 814. * He fear'd, mutationem regnt mor- 
temque principis (ortenderet, 
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he found the Emperour ſuſpicious, that that 
Cometappearing a little before, foretold 
a change in his Death, the Philoſopher put 
on the place + of a Divine, (ſaith my Au- 
thor) and laboured to comfort the Empe- 
rour, and did exhort him by this Text that 
I named before in Fer. 10. 2. Be not afraid 
of the Signs of Heaven, of which the Hea- 
then are afraid, But the Emperour (pi- 
ouſly affe&ed ) gives him this anſwer ; 
though we ought not to fear theſe Crea- 
tures ; (e) yet we ought tofear the Crea- 
tor of them and us; for he is pleaſed (when 
he will expreſs his Anger and Difpleaſure 
for Sin) to reprove our ſloath, by ſuch 
dreadful Signs in the Heavens, ſo faith 
this Pious | wider, And therefore we 
ought to take it as a great Mercie : we 
ought not to fear them. neither (laſtly) 
ſhould we worſhip them. 

This was the Errour of the Heathen 
it lowed from the Devil, to worſhip the 
Creature , that appears in Gods ſervice, 
and ſtead ; this was ever Satan's deſign, 
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+ Locum Prophete add utes aiit A ſignis Celi 
nolite timere. (e) Non aliud timere debimus nifs il- 
lum qui noſivi it illins ſderis, eft-Creator. qui noſirum 
in ertiam talibus indiciis admonere dignatur nom om- 
nes comuniter tangunt, &c, Alſttd. Pag. 488. 
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that he might place himſelf behind the Cur- 
tain, and ſo ſteal away that worſhip that's 
oncly due to' God, who intrudes in Gods 
place , that he may paſs for God : inthe 
Oracle : -and ſo becomes the God of this 
World. Dry. Burthog Pag. 346, 

If you ſay, that Chriſtians (Gods Peo- 
ple) are in no danger of this; then, I an- 
ſwer » Why did; Satan tempt. Chriſt to 
Worſhip hin ?. Math. 4. 8, 9. If no dan- 
ger tous? and what meant Moſes ? Dent. 
4-18. faith he, leſt thou lift up thine eyes 
unto Heaven, and when thou ſeeſt the Sun, 
and the Moun, and the Stars, even all the 
Hoſt of Heaven thou ſhouldſt be driven to 
worſhip them,” and ſerve them, which 
thc Lord thy God hath divided unto all Na- 
tions under the whole Heaven. [The Sun 
Moon, and Stars are divided for the ſcr- 
vice and uſe of all Nations of the Earth, 
and thercfore nor thou, nor any of them, 
are bound to worſhip them, for to wor- 
ſhip them is to ſerve our ſervants. 

| the rather propoſe theſe Negatives; 
becauſe they are inlets unto the affirma- 
tive part ofthe Admonition. And this is 
rwo fold. 

Be (poſitively). perſwaded, Firſt, to 
.conlider, Secondly, to prepare. 


2. Vſe 
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2. Uſe of Exhortation, Tt. conſider hum- 
bly. 


Firſt, Ifay, to conſider the Signs of the” 
Heavens, thoſe that are frxed ; or thoſe 
that are (de novo) brought to ſight. There 
is one Author that gathers up all the Co-+ 
mets, or ſemblear Stars from Chriſt, ano- 
ther from the Creation (for they arelike 
Stars ; catry the ſame Light , the ſame 
Uſe - the fame, or greater Magnitude, 
then many of them; onely they are not 
the ſame in- dwtration - ) now T ſay , there 
is nothing that 'you can ſee + in Heaven, 
or Earth, bnt you ought to conſider it. 
It is a dreafift] thing to negle& this duty, 
Becauſe they conſider not the' Opperation 
of his hands ;' therefore he will deſtroy 
them , and not build them np. Such 4 
threatning in the Pſa. 28. 5. And another 
like toitin the- Iſa. 5. 12. See two Wit- 
neſſes, and both reſpe& the Operation of' 
Gods hands. God would do fo and fo to 
the Princes, * the antient, the honoura.. 
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* Hen. Alſted FExilins, * Tho. Trizg Pag. 277 


titer one Luc. Gauricus thas.,ultz ex invpioaty ( Anno 
1672. 77.) 4 magiiirata depanintar, it tantis caldtt- 
tatibs conquaſiti. ut un w it int [enorent ; previ- 
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ble; and why ? Becauſe they conſidered 
not the operation of his hands. Sometimes 
( faith God)Ple go to work by a Prophet, 
where that will do , PII fave © blowes. 
When .it wont't ; then ſaith God, I le go 
to work. 

And ſometimes he works or makes ap- 
pearances in heaven,ſometimes in the earth, 
ſometimes in the Clouds, ſometimes in the 
Waters : Sometumes in one Element, ſome- 
times another ; all's the operaticn of Gods 
hands. There are(I am told )of Opinion,that 
Comets (it is not affirmed poſſtively) may 
be the operation of the Devils hands. [ 
would be loth to make the Devil a Crea- 
tor, eſpecially, to have ſuch a Regency 
and Power of Operation in the Bodies 
of the Heavens, Gods creation and Cham- 
bers. He is the Prince (indeed — of the 
Power (g) of the Air, but it is-above the Air 
that ſuch Appearances are ſet (all, ſave 
this in Mar. 2.) and by that Argument, 
he would inferr, that this Star was the O- 
peration of the Devil : So that Satan did 
condudt the wiſe men, and fo the Devils 
Star, that was a Conduttzr to Chriſt; a 
bad Argument in Logick, and a worſe in 
Divinity. But grant it, for the preſent, 
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there is no, body that ſees the Effes of Sa- 
than's : Power in the Air over ſtorms, But 
if it ought to give caution and great ad- 
monition td us ; how much more the O- 
peration of the Lord ? though he hath a 
great power, | dare not ſay, in theſe Co- 
mets”:: for I find no Scripture, nor no Au- 
thor afhrms it ' But in all theſe things, 
{where God ſhews 'the operation cf. his 
hands: ) you and I are bound to conſider 
it-- | 1 would never have undertook to in- 
Gi ſo long upon this' Text, (three or four 
diſcourſes ;) but for admonition of. a ſleepy 
Oſfftant age, that makes ſhams and; ridi- 
cules of any thing; \'/Now here would- be 
a large Field, not only to conlider one Co- 
wet (that in our Text) or that oh-late;) 
(which are Semiblar S$tars,) in the-expan(i- 
on'of the-upper Regions. But to tye my 
ſelf, only to a few Meditations; (for. you 
have work cnough-for Meditation and Con- 
lideration, in any fairy. clear night..; 7 , 

Conſider theſe-Creatures, (and all the 
re& in their Orbs-3.) think with thy ſclf, 
who made theſe things ? 

Conſider them firſt in their maker. Did 
the- Heavens create.themſclves ? Did the 
Stars prodvce themſelves ? Do the Comets 
(that in every ag* appear) exhale them- 
ſclves ? For my own pait, thovghl do 
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grant,” that there is a' power under God 
in natire,”//but God governs them all that 
Frit made them, that made nothingin vain; 
* (God, in, or by nature, 1 mean ;)) this 
we muſt conclude, that' there 1s no aps 
peararice inthe Heavens, but it (has a di- 
re(t and long finger, 'to- point vs :up-to 
our Creator, * as that Star pointed the 
Magi (the wiſe men;) toChrilt ; and never 
feft 'them, -till it brought them there. 
Whieh--makes ſome fay, *twas an Angel 
of -G6u% 'or' ſome! Divine Power from 
Heaveh - others affiem 'it was the Spi- 
rit- of--God, ( as I ſaid” before.) — 2x 
may-piit 'them altogether: if you will ; for 
the thiag-could not of ts own conduttdo 
whatit did, without fome peculiar Voice 
didtatihg;'or ſpirit from above. 

2. 'Doveyſity, Confider not only the 
Maker as ſal. 33-6. -but tae divertity' of 
them by Gods word. See what a Glori- 
ous Heaven, (in & Clear night) you may 
behold '; how many eyes-are there fixed 
upon you. Who can number that Hoſt ; 
(as God ſaid to Abraham.) Look - up, 
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* Nunq' am f ttilibus extanduit ignibus ether. (1. C.) 
WManilius to Auguſtus. 
We way not mock and.ga”7 
When Skves v 1th Comets | 
* 1:4 tvis late Comet poynted +: divefily np. 
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faith he, and + conſider if thou cant num- 
ber the Stars of Heaven ; (cited before) 
Then hall thy ſeed be numbred. As if 
God would cxhibit the tydings of the new 
Covenant, (to his numerous ſeed,) by pu - 
ting him on the Meditation of the Stars of 
Heaven. 

3. Their bigneſs. Conſider them in their 
magnitude, (beſides their diverſitic.) How 
many of them (if we would go to na- 
tural Philoſophy ) might be produced, 
by plain Mathematical Demonſtrati- 
on, (g) to be Scores, and Hundreds 
of times bigger, only the Moon excepted ; 
that's 29 times leſs then this Globe of the 
Earth ? And then think with your ſelves, 
Lord, what a mighty workman was he, 
that made ſuch glorious and beautiful things 
to ſtand and ſhine in the upper Region, and 
in each of the Spheres? of which, they 
reckon nine, ſave only the ninth and laſt. 
To all may be added the Order and Har- 
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f F.Fr. Banfield notes ſome that have numbred 
1090, and 70 dd. pag 1.23 4nd diſapproves that 
art of vain A trology. pag. 116. and ſodoT. 

(g) As the Suns 156 times bigger then this Earth 
ſome nigh a hundred times The fixed Stars in the eighth 
Sphear, thoſe of the firſt magnitude 107 times bigger, 
for they have 6 Magnit«des, that all to us ſeem but as 
Candl:s, 
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mony, (and alſo the Swiftneſs of them) to 
move ſo many hundred of Miles in one 
hour, that it's thought the Muſick of them 
mult needs be ſweet. Our natural Philo- 
ſiphy might be corrected and bettered, 
(1 think,) as a pious man,Mr. Francis Ban- 
field obſerves\l long to ſee a natural Scheme 
of a right Scriptural Philoſophy. He 
buildeth bis ſtories in the Heavens, (faith 
he) in Amesg. 6. or his Spheres (as part 
the ſecond.) And in another place he hath 
this paſſage ; By his Spirit he garniſheth 
the Heavens, and all their Hoſts (and by 
he formed the crooked Serpent. Fob 26. 13. 
Hebr. VIEW Shiphrah ornavit \2'© deco- 
ravit. BE: 

Now when * any would embroider cu- 
rious work ; why, herethey ſet a fpangle, 
and there another. Here (ſaith God) 1 
have cnamel'd a glorious manſion : and 
above this rich Pavement ſhall be the ſeat 
of the bleſſed. Oh then what is man, to 
have that Canopy ; his Foot-ſool at laſt ? 
And will not you conſider ſuch a glorious 
-houſe, to which you are a going ? 

Now there is this reaſon, why ſuch 
Stars as theſe, or tranſitory appearances 

(F) YViamillamlatteam bara illam creavi- 
omnia ſigna celeſtia. * Of Shaphar venuſtus, 
& grarus fit, of 
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of Comets, ſhould be confidered, ſomes 
thing more particularly beyond the- reſt : 
Forthoſe are fixed and abiding; Theſe 
only ſhine for ſome little (þ) time, and 
diſappear, therefore ought to be conſt 
dered (whilft in being, and not forgot.) 

Thoſe have their natural courſe; T heſe 
have ſome ſupernatural uſe, and import 
(intent, or portent : call it what you will.) 
When God makes a work to laſt, that's 
ſtill in view z but when he makes a pecu- 
liar work a tranſient Creature, (which is 
then to preach its laſt, and go off, as all 
Comets do,) why, it's greatly by all 
Creatures to be conſidered. And that you 
may ſee what the advantage of ſuch Conſi- 
deration, (rightly took in) may bez You 
may (firſt of all) ſee what David reapt by 
it. Lord, (ſaitahe,) what is man ? When I 
confider the Heavens ; What part of the 
Heavens ? He does not propoſe the moſt 
glorious light; (the Sun) but he propo- 
{2s the lefier to Meditation : When I 
conſider the Moon, and'the Starrs ; Lord, 
what is man ? ſaith he. Why then, by 


hath made for nocturnal view, ſucn low= 
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er Creatures are for ſome ſpecial uſe 
appointed ; by conſideration (I ſay) you 
may come tolearn humility , ſelf-abaſe- 
ment, and ſelf-abnegation : It ſeems to be 
inferr*d thus; Lord, that thou ſhouldeſt 
make ſuch a glorious and beautiful work- 
manſhip, ' in the upper World , for 
mans ſervice , or contemplation and in- 
firudtion! And therefore it teaches me hu- 
miliation, ſubjefion to, and an my ad- 
miring of God. Whenl conſider, Lord, 
what is man ? Iſaac went out for that end, 
at Eventide, Gen. 24. 63. 

2, But then there is this for advantage ; 
(for it ſerves for warning, as well as hu- 
miliation. ) When God creates new things, 
he may be faid then to do, as a People 
that have an invaſion, or inſurre&ion ? 
Why, you know they have certain Hills, 
on which Poles and Beacons are ſet : and 
by combuſtible matter, they fire the Bea- 
cons, to give warning to all places adja- 
cent; of ſuch nature and uſe, are our Co- 
mets. Why ſo, (ſaith God) will I do; 
Ple invade the world, with my Troop 
(4) to puniſh them for their ſins : They 
have invaded my Heavens —- and Vle 
invade their peace. When God fires his 
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Beacons, it greatly concerns his Creatures 
to ſtand and wonder, to conſider, to take 
warning, and caſt what to do, or to repent, 
that's the meaning. 

All the warnings of God have ſome ſig- 
natures of advice, that way. Saints, Re- 
pent of your Sloth, formality, ſleepineſs ; 
there will come a diſpenſation that will a- 
waken all the ſecure(/) Virgins with Ter- 
rour, when that voyce comes, it comes 
at Midnight 3 Behold, the Bridegroom 
cometh, ah ! if you and T, be found ſleep- 
ing; what a dreadful alarum will it be if 
our Qloaths be off, and ungirt or defiled, 
and we not trimmed up as the Bride, that 
made her ſelf ready. (Rev. 19. 6,7.) we 
ſhall be unfit to meet him, or follow him ; 
(much more) to Feaſt at*s Supper,and what 
a dreadful lofs will it be, not to be prepa- 
red, when the Bridegroom comes! Saints 
thenare called to Repentance: as well as 
others : to ryb their eyes and ſee, if they 
can find that Sign of his Second coming, it 
was ſtrange that the Star was ſpyed by 
none of all the 7Zews, ſave only the Mas:, 
but Ideem it was in wrath to them not to 
ſee, what poor aliens dayly ſaw, and fol- 
low'd. 
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I heard a man, when I was but a Scho- 
lar, (it was one Mr. Simon of Manch.) 
£0 up, and pray a great while, on aday 
of Humiliation (before the Wars in 41.) 
when he had prayed a great whi'e, very 
ſeriouſly ; he took only this adviſe for his 
Text, and ſhort Sermon; O England ! 
Repent; and repeated it again, and fo re- 
turn'd to Prayer, whatever the inclination, 
or impulſe of that man was; Iam not to 
ſay. 

"But this is our Sermon : theſe Signs and 
Beacons of Heaven; they ſpeak, or at 
leaſt by dumb, (yet broad) Signs, fignific 
and ſeal ſomething to us what can it be (if 
it be nota warning ?) O England repent ! 
Mr. Stewart of Dunaghor in treland at's 
death, faid thus : The broken Covenant 
of Scotland ſhall be renew*d, the formality 
of Ireland clenſed, and the prodigality of 
England removed, and the Sons of Saul 
hung up before the Sun, what he ſaid (a- 
bout 38.) perhaps God may verife afore 
88, O Germany: repent; and Francere- 
pent ! all yee Princes (abroad or at home:) 
or hear your Knells. 

And they ſay, this Star at Rome , w 
more prodigious to view there then in Enge 
land, now it is gone; well, let all Per- 
ſons, all Places, take themſelves concern- 
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ec ro deprecate its tremendous conſequents 
or look to bear them, take it as a warning 
from God, to exite and ſtirr you upto 
repent, Let the Princes Read Fer. 4. 34 45 
8, 9. C. 6. 1,2. Crying Crimes, will 
bring Perilous times. 

When the Lord lifts np his Standard, 
as Iſa. 18. 3. ſhall wenot ſee it? At what 
time I ſpeak to a Nation (faith he Fer. 18, 
749.) orto a Peoplc, to pluck up (z. e.) 
by War and Judgment ; if theſe People 
repent ; I'll repent of the evil. Oh what 
a tender God a penitent People would 
make ? They are Signs : but they ate not 
certain z there*s only one reſerve in Gods 
heart : as once for Nineveh, Grace, * God- 
ly wiſdom, a true penitencie, it will com- 
mand the Heavens ; it will command the 
God of Heaven, (fo to ſpeak as, +) let the 
Signs be never ſo bad, the Ifſae will be 
good. A penitent people may eſcape, 
when the prophane and ſcornfull, will be 
involved in Judgment. Dar. 5. Belſhaz- 
zar had warning fair, in his Fathers caſe ; 
but a Sign might perhaps and would 
(though dumb) awaken -to- Conſideration : 
No : A mene Teke!, he had on's wall, yet 
in vain, h 

* Sapiens dominabitur aftiris, 7 Iſa, 45. 18- 

* Sa = T iſe. 45 ne 
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There is no place, where their line and 
language is not heard. Pſal. 19. 3. (urg'd 
ore) the line points at the center ; take 
the right meaſure or compaſs of Gods lines. 
The word ſignifies the Speakers mind and 
will, and ſomething of his hand approach- 
ing. Liſten to the word, that you may 
eſcape the blow. * He that will not hear 
maſt feel ; and he that will not mind a, 
Sign, ſhall be made a Sign. Mind it, and 
you'l find it for a Truth, and call it a p:0- 
pheſic, if you will, and 7 ſay't again he 
that will not mind a Sign (to obey 1t) ſhall 
be made a Sign, to others, for's COn- 
tempt. 
- And in the whole, let this be the Iſſue 
and good concluſion z (for one may preach 
Chritt and Repentance out of any thing.) 
Happy, yea thrice bleſſed are they, that 
ſo ſhall eſcape. Get your ſelves well wrapt 
in the Arms of Chriſt; and then, neither 
the ſigns of the Heavers, nor the ſignifi. 
cations following them, will at all hurt 
yon. It is a paſſage you'l find in that grave 
and worthy Mr. Cary/*s book ; writing, 1 
think in his Twelfth Volume, concerning 
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* Mind it ye curled Hairy Satyrs ſayes John Bain- 
brigg on that Comet in 1618. Pag. the 30, cut of 
the vicious locks, and prefer the baldneſs of jenitent in- 
Bacency, before the locks of your Iniquity, 


theſe 
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theſe Creatures, (the Stars,)) he mentions 
one that was told, that he was in his Na- 
tivity under very bad ſignatures, and con- 
ſellations. O faith he, butl don't mind 
that now, Why ? why (ſays he) I have 
had a ſecond birth ſince. 

If the ſtars ſpeak ſad concerning the 
firſt birth, if Grace bring thee to a ſecond 
Birth, now the ſign is alter'd, ſo Mr. 7of. 
Caryl. on fob. 31. 33. ſce the place, 
p.256.ſaith one, ſapiens & ſydera regit,and 
ſaith another, (Aſtra regunt bomnnes, ſe4 
Dew aſtra-regit.) The Stars have ſome 
Dominion on Earth, but it is an inferiour 
Dominion for they are governed in ſubor- 
dination to the Superior, (fo Cary! ob- 
ſerves, * )and mans good : And a wiſe man 
he governs the Stars (under God) not the 
' Stars him. 

So then,true Grace with Sodly wiſdom, 
will change, invert and altar all the figna- 
tures of Stars with their influences; » which 
is both a motive wherefore we ſhould not 
fear them ;, and alſo, wherefore we ſhould 
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* Inc, 38. 33. by a word ſignifying to execute the 
judged. (n.) Sothe ſame Author in Pag. 220. Third 
Vol. c. 9. 9. cites Philo jude opicio mundi, Gol 
(ſayes be) made Earth fruitful on the Third Day, Gen, 
J.11,13» "ere be made the Star: to influenc:it, to (how 
that it depends on the Mabrrs Power not on the Sta: s. 
in 
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in time of danger come to God in Chriſt, 
by ſaving repentancz ; ( for that's the new 
birth ; by applying our ſelves to him) we 


ſo eſcape all the dangers themſelves, or at , 


leaſt, the evil of them. And then the 
next or ſecond part of the Uſe; (in ſhort) 
follows, (viz.) 

Whenyou have conſidered, and think, 
now my Maker ſpeaks ſomething to me in 
particular ; ſomething to England in gene- 
rall ; ſomething to the World : (for the 
Beacon is ſeen farr and near. ) 

2.. Prepare to meet God. Why then, 
prepare for by theſe ( and -many other 
Signs) there's ſomething ſignified ; God 
never makes any old thing in vain; (to be 
ſure, ) he never ſets new Comets, or 
warnings in vain or to gaze on: O Lord, 
(faith Zeremye) thou haſt ſet thy Signs 1 
Heaven, and among thy people, and 0- 
ther p:ople (that threatned the King 


himſelf ) the 32 of Fer. 20. Signs were a- , 


mong thy People; what elſe ? other peo- 
ple, ſo that we and other people are con- 
cerned in them. (Jt was urg'd before) 
This was towards the Captivity, in the 
ſcige of Teruſalem. (0) 
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(a) wirſt 1, 2, 3, 4+ but 6 Months eve a'l were con 
A177 {. 
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Why then, ought we not duly to conſi- 
der, and to prepare ? Per adventure, there 
will be no eſcaping for ſome Perſons (4) (of 
grandeur as Zedekiah was) the dreadful 
I1gnatures: and ſignifications of theſe ap- 
pearances of God, and of his juſt wrath : 
Peradventure, (if there be ) the eſcape will 
be very difficult, and very narrow. Per- 
adventure, Gods Judgments , that now 
ſound as Sinai's Trumpet, louder, and 
louder, that have been, are, and are like 
to be for ſome courſe of time upon the 
Earth ; (r) till he hath removed the ſmners 
out on*t.If ſo,then ovght we not to prepare? 
my Friends and Countrey-men, be ye in 
readineſs. One Perſon nizy die by the 
Fire, as Zimri burnt himſelt, 1 King 16, 
18, another by the Sword ; 5nd the Pro- 
phct Zedekiab roaſted, 1 K::.7 22. 24, 
another by the Peſtilence : (a) Luc by this 
Judgment, another by that; one by ar, E- 
nemy Domeſtick, another by a For- 
reigner falls: Ezet. 14, 21. by onedread- 
ful hand or other, ſometimes ail four ſores 
ly concurr. And why ? faith God, be- 
cauſe 1 will do thus, prepare to meet th 
God, O Jſrael, Amos 4.12. Becauſe I 
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(q) That profane perfideons ſubMitute, by covenants 
Lack. 17, 18.and 21.26, 27, (*) Pſ.1c4-35.70b 38+ 
13,27 (4) {029.17 22, wall 
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will do thus, I have faid it, yon are re- 
folved in your courſe-of fin ; Iam reſolv- 
ed in this courſe, Therefore thus will l 
do unto thee ; and becauſe I will do thus 
unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, O 
finner. But a word, (and briefly hinted) 
will be ſufficient to the Godly-wiſe, and 
ten thouſand fignifie nothing to the Fool- 
hardy. God has ſtrong bonds for all mock- 
ers: as Iſaiah 28. 21, 22. I ſay then, that 
good adviſe is all our concern, Ye Kings 
ſuffer fairly a diminution of your Glory 
leaſt the Lords longs Bruſh ſweep it into 
the duſt, 

Ye Nobles reform your Lives, Oaths, 
and Families : Remember the pious end 
of that once witty Atheiſt, Earl of Roche- 
fter; do as he did; or you'l do worſe: 
Ye judges and Lawyers reform your de- 
latory vexatious and coſtly courſe in tear- 
ing of the Widows Wooll that flyes to the 
Law for Juſtice : or remember the 42 Judg- 
es. Ye Prelatcs put off the 2 Horns of 
your Myters, perſecute no more, the 
poor Difſenters, or look to dy as Arun- 
del, Ye Parliaments, take of the edpe 
of all perſecuting Laws, and let all turn 
as (Nineveh) from violence : that dcfire to 
eſcape. 

It is the concern of the great, and ofthe 

: little, 
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little, from the Shepherd, to the meaneſt 
Sheep in the Flock, to be in a prepared 
poſture. The Wolves are abroad ; the 
figns give indication; the alarm grows 
louder ; the ſound of Gods ſeventh and 
laſt Trumpet will be the loudeſt that ever 
was ſounded in the World ; which | take 
does commence atthe witneſſes reſurredti- 
on, and is to be the next diſpenſation 
but neither of them we have yet, (I doubt, 
ſome writers muſt in that ke new mea- 
ſures, Rev. 11. 15.)But 1 tell you, there's 
a Trumpet to blow, that will certainly 
ſhake the heart, and tingle (or ſtun) the 
ears, and tear op:n the eyes of the moſt 
obdnrate Villains, and Atheiſts in the 
world ; and this ſerves for the ſecond 
Uſe. 

1. The Third and laſt (of the whole)l will 
now diſpatch : Terrible things do Ifſue out 
comfort in Gods way of preaching. And 
O that I could imamitate him ! And there 
is comfort to theſe two ſorts out of this 
Dodrine; Nay , out of this Text an4 
Context; And the one is to Jews, and the 
other is to Gentiles. 

There's comfort for Zews. They are 
not indeed fit to have or hear it yet ; but 
yet it is Very fit we ſhould hear it (that are 
to pray for them) for God hath yet a peo- 

pic 
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ple among them who ſhall believe, and be 
ſaved ; Out of all diſpute at Iſrael ſhall be 
ſaved, Rom. 11.26, God hath ſaid it, (we 
may believe it.) And mark what the text 
ſaith to this; Where # he that is born? 
what? King; of whom? King of the 
Fews, VVhen Chriſt came firſt into the 
world ; his deſign was to fetch home the 
Jewes. Go to my houſe firſt, to my loſt 
theep 1/-ael firſt, (Marth. 10. 6. with 15. 
26, and Joh. 1. 11.) faith the father ; fo 
Chriſt ſaid. He came to hi own, and his 
ownrecerved him nat. 


Well now, they have ſuffered a long re- 
zettion, (that now is poſting to a' pcriod 
of Daniels numbers,) but yerthey are not 
totally caſt off ; they are beloved for the 
fathers ſake, Rom. 11. 28. I rememt-r 
Abraham my fricnd, ſaith God ; 4nd ſhall 
I forget the ſeed of Abraham my friend? 
kindneſs ( as in Jonathan's ſon) reaches the 
ſeed too, 2 Sam.9g.1,7.) Ill have them in, 
be they where they will, God will cer- 
tainly have a voice (or hiſs) to c3ll them, 
Z ach.10.8. that ſhall call them home, and 
call them together, as by a great trumpet, 
Iſa 277. 13, and then, great ſhall that day 
be (See more of this in the ſcco::d part ) 
en 
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Then ſball the children of Tudah, and 
the children of Iſrael be gathered together, 
and appoint themſelves one head, (Who is 
that ? why Chriſt) and they ſhall come up 
out of the land ;, for great ſhall be the day 
of Fexreel, Hoſ.t.11. And Chap. 3.5. 


2. ToGentiles. As it's comfort to the 
Jewes, fo ?tis alſo tothe Gentiles. Here 
the text ſpeaks of both. V Vip told of the 
Star * VVere they not thc Wife men of 
Perſia, or of Arabia ? and where doe 
they come ? (*) they come to Feruſalem, 
they come toask the queſtion, where us he 
that #s born thng of the Jews ? I, but alas! 
by going to 7eraſalem, they loſt the ſight of 
their guide. Now V1! inſert (it is not 
much a digreſſ:on) what that famous (F) 
Piſhop Hecper the Martyr, in the Hiſtory 
of his Life, and Letters, (in Foxes Book 
of Martyrs) hath to this purpoſe; (he 
ſpeaks it by way of vpbraiding of the 
Keman Biſhops, that then were rampant, 
in the Marian dayes. Theſe wiſe men 
(faith-he, to this ſenſe, or b<itcr lincs,) all 
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the time that they minded the condudt of 
of theſtarr ; they wereled a ſtraight way 
towards Chriſt, when they would go alide 
to the Scribes , Prieſts and wicked lyers, 
the Clergy of 7eruſalem : there they went 
out of their way, and left their guide ; 
for that place which ſhould have been 
moſt holy, was now moſt vicious ;z the 
Church of God turned the Synagogue of 
Sathanz Herod himſelf their head, a Per- 
ſecutor, where they thought to enquire ; 
there they loſt the ſight of the ſtarre (ſo he: - 
ſee more in Fox.) The falſe Church will 
never guide thee (by the bare notion) to 
the true Chriſt, 

His inference comes to this, at laſt; (ſaith 
he) they found the Star, when they left 7e- 
ruſalem, and left the falſe Church, and left 
the falſe Prieſts, and Scribes; and they no 
ſooner turned their backs of Jeruſalem, 
but immediately the Star appears to them 
again. All ina comfortable Letter to Mrs. 
Anne Warcp ; If thou wouldeſt be guided 
to the tiue Chriſt, the true Jeſus, he isnot 
found among the rampant Clergy, or He- 
rodians, but among his poor deſpiſcd flock, 
the puinful Shepherds that feed nigh the 
houſe of Bread (z) Bethlehem, 
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(1) 2 lofi fight may again be recover'd, and the 
Sz» ſeen once ag1in, Lut 
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7 But o Doty mentioned, for ele ſep 
poor Souls) that have loſt the ſight of their 
eſus 3. Don't you cn ds ſo ? Lord, (ay, 
ſome) I cometo an Ordinance, and Ihave. 
loſt ſight. ; and I come tor the..Table,.or to 
Prayer, and I have lolt ſight ; what ſhall, 
I do? there's no'outward Star, Miniſtry or 
Church;can'be a: fulficient condutt ;_ Ir is 
Jeſus that muſt diſcover Jetus., Why thens 


you poor finners,.. your way to attain true, 
Lace 26s will -deto attains ſight of Chriſt, 
by- minding and following his own light, 


whence conſolation may. be, miniſtred.. _., 
theſe f natures 


* 50'S, Calvii.us (ſai-..) 
- K fore 


OR 1 
fore there-is not dreadful things alwayes 
following fuch apptarances, no mvre then 

Fnjuntions * Df: Peter Set aring; in a 
Book on Conjuiiftions, pag. 21,22. writes 
the anſwer, confiſfing of four heads;; one 
of Which he riotes it large: ThereWere 
effes,(he denits the thference;)there were 
cer thily variotstmens folfowing that con- 
grefs; tho? not in 'the fume i : intthat 
yar,, (faith he 5,7 &'dreq Beam 
was ſrenin Fon Cat BA Fail 
#5 bip as Gooſe Epgs, 3, The Ciclian Sea 
CO back tro $. millions of tmett: 
&.Carina buried Byart Earthquale.'And 5. 
$4txdin'took Ferafalen fromChriftians:(He 
names four or five of them) very dreadful; 
(Bifides ſicknefs, arid the death' of Prin- 
ces,” as before. Then (faith he,) nothing 
at ' all 'is pleaded to have attended z- but 
what ScriptureT backr with good experi- 
ence) allows of: '. Then certainly it con- 
ccrns us to Jookabotit vs: The ſh; and 
the thing ſignifiedconcur 3 admit the cone, 
the other follows. Hence it concerns us, 
Tay, to confider what we ſhall haveto 
fupporr us,if ſuch Judgments comeFas now 
are ſignified. ſo) but more likely to follow 


(v) And Gols wrath far them, if no ſgns at all ap- 
ftar'd, wo 
our 
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our fns,- that procure them;' fo that the 
firft btamch of :my uſe vfconfolation doeth 
reſpe&-evil/ to come; of which our \nrts 
the cauſe; we neither bdieve-God; nor! hih 
hens. ' | 1 


(Spe ami culpa eft, ntſcrimn credere celo;) 
wor mn? 5:29 


And hee 7 will (by*Indattion) fay,/ if 
God ſhattſd rake fiery, dreatfol conflagras 
tions t6furte cd this, ARK was the ſigna- 
tute of fone former Comets; the Iſſie'of 
fucceeding* cothicels., preſent deſigns; and 
future thangey-itr the woxld 3 will foon 
ſhow :y6wkhow whatittrrjble conflagtz- 
tions we-tave* had in-this'Cityz what 2; 
broad $5 what hath © bees France , H:l- 
land, Flanders,and Ger uy, tell ; In one 
Hiſtory I read; that thive *was a City 
* burnt, and'/there were'certain Spirits 
ſcen ſtrangely to: move img Tit about in the 
Flames inthe midft ofthe City?*'- I do but 
alude tot and ſay whatſoever conflagra- 
nons were, —or are boditis,” look about 
you, there arc certam Devififk Spirits go- 
mg about in the world, tHhat'vre defgning 
to'fet the World; the Church' on-a flame, 
Heaven and Earth together. How ſhall 
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we endeayour-to comfort our ſelves-in ſuch 
fire? Why then Pletell you, Doas David 
did: Ziklag was, burnt, his Wives took 
Captive, and . his Sons and Davghters; 
is Armies were diſcouraged, fired out of 
their quarters ; and this, by the Amale- 
kites too, the ſtock: of Edom. (For, who 
arethey, think you, but the Romiſh Edo- 
mites; that are for. Fire-works?.) Mark 
ye, what ſhall. David do in thiscaſe * But 
David encouraged himſelf in the Lord his 
God. When i was burnt, he had a God 
that lived above,. and governed the flames. 
1.5m. 30. 6. cy S ha rip in 
God, - (and cooling) for a. drgoping Spirit 
in the greateſt burning flames in the W orld. 
Yea, when the greateſt of all Fixes, (that 
Spirituous Fire, .that of the laſt day, the 
conflagration . of -Heaven. and Earth fhal! 
be ; ) O how happy are they that have an 
intereſt in.Chriſt; that can encourage them- 
ſclves in the Lord, their God ! T hat*s one 
thing. .. 
- 2. Is it Famine that God will plague our 
ryot, and. exceſs by ? * ThenTle fay, in 
Famine he'L deliver thee from Death, Fob: 
5. 20. in War,. from the: Power of the 
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* Many /gns and Comets have often preceeded it in 
all xges. 
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Sword. '- And another promiſe ſaith, in the 
dayes of Famine, thou ſhalt be ſativfied, 
Pſal. 39.19! and 111.5. with Covenant 
bread; Iſa. 33. 16. Look how God fed 
the Widow, fed his poor Prophets, fed 
his poor deftitute Saints 3; ſo now, look 
how God fed that famous Chaplain of the 
Admiratof France, (inthe Pariſian Maſſa- 
cre) Mr. Merlin by name; that made his 
eſcape upon a Hay-mow, a fortnight long : 
and how was he feq ? A Hen came every 
day, and”laid him'an Egg ; and this was 
the preſervation of that good Chaplain : So 
in extraordinary caſes, preternatural food 
comes- as Mannah. 

- 'Sirs, if there be no ordinary, God will 
provide ſome extfaordinary -Paſtures, that 
the very Ravens, (which are voracious) 
thall ſerve you, and feed you : Prodi- 
gious examples may teſtifie to Gods fide- 
lity,' and ſeal toour experience. Is it the 
Sword ? What Thall1 mention ? Is it the 
the Sword of —_— ? Is it the Sword 
ofan inteſtine? 1s it the Sword of perſecu- 
tion'? Let whatſoever Sword will; ' be 
drawn ; for Wears have frequently follow- 
ed fuch dreadful fignsin Heaven. There is 
comfort in this, that the-God of peace is 
onyour fide; and if you periſh in War 
outwardly, yet you may die in peace, (as 
Joſtah did inwardly.) 4 K 3 f Theſe 
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Theſe arc but thice,of ſeveral inſtances, 
that { could calily, have calargedwere it 
now, needful. Ard if there be fuch- mat- 
ter of comfort, fx; the ſuppobtion-of* 
eats to come, what, cotnfort may, be/ex- 
pected, out of the ggod that comes-after, 
that ſurvivers may enjoy ; in theigenclult- 

onhght will follow ; in the evening: 4zch. 
14, 7. After which, mote hopeful povacy 
nay be expete to follow. FI 

2d. Branch," , 

And what are thoſe, good iNſuesthat will 
end. the Scene 7/1 have obſerved'incmy 
lttle reading, there! Arc -- nine ſtars ,-yo- 
corded , (called Comets,) in the Hyftory 
of palt times, and-there have been; won- 
derful glorious Iſſues, (or events of good) 
have followed. then. 
 Pllbegin with my text, (i'll but inſtance 
two or three, and reſerve the reſt for ano- 
ther place) Chriſt Jeſus now: was an infant, 
(*) faith my Text, but he was born a 
King,1'll deſtroy. kimthinks Henod,Heark, 
but his languague was, 1?I} worfhipi him. 
VVell, the mother and babe, at the Purtfi- 
cation ſcape that in Zeraſulem : *God.con- 
trives ſo, that Joſeph (warn'd of God) car- 
ries. #he young child ;and his mother: into 
- Exyt : and ſo he eſcapes for ſome time 
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there too; and ſhortly after, .xcturns upon 
the meſſzge from God 71-fbry are dead that 
fought icþeyiung childe-efe,) it ſeems then 
there were gnore, then Herod that fg 
the deſtruction of Chrit, (2 more of that 
name) .and. onc, may judge the Herodian 
() pactyvexy; trong by ghis, .there were 
a preit many-Executitiners of, thoſe poor 
babes, that }ſhould, have;:digd with hjm, 
(rather.chani #18) but the plot would not 
take. Beſides its. thoight he. plcaded that 
old Prophefie;; Ger. 49. : 10. that he was 
that Shilg, or feſſias,thas, mult come, the 
Scepter beinggoae from Fade; )V hy then, 
here's 4.good luc:it was "yn Ars ſtar 
yet it was dreadful tro Herod and Jeruſalemy 
2 coinfhrt.te the babe, and wiſe men, aud 
his (ſuppoſed) father, Zoſeph: and Mary,z 
for they eſ@pied, till: Aored he [Tyrante 
(ſoon þ after) was dead v,3i9.And he dyed; 
faith Zoſephws,intheynoſhatrible condition 
of body, as I have already ttevehed: '-, 7» 

Theteſarc ſore men, who. ſeek to do all 
the miſchicfin{ the ,world, they, cans. afore 
they dye, they dye under allthe marks, of 
God's vengeance uponthem;$o,that here's 
one:cfortipfi vie. tar, though: it appeared 
very low, yet it had high cticds. | 


V Godw.l.1,13ach« p.67 HabwAntf] 446.74 Som? ſay 
2 years afier, K 4 2, Cap- 
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* 2: Captivis © A ſecond isin my; Text; 
will return + \ Giptivesmay»rtagr home, 
= i fop you fee', though they 
were bamfhed "their own-Countrey 4. 48 
they in a ſort were 'yct thoyrimtt/return 
4gain, you may: ſceit there, ov. 294623. 50 
Mr. Fox at Frait f- faid ina\Sermon'to the) 
Exil'd ones you ſhall return now.She being 
dead that perſeeutedthem, + Qu, Aary.. .. 
*0f 4+] B22 gy. The glovious Sun- 
3. The Goſpel - light of the- Goſpel will 
wit ſbine out. ſhine throughallitsclouds 

| _ -» | and dark -parts;(Chriſt 
and truth bear no :long Eclipſe. 

'- The ſhining of the Sun (itis-faid in na- 
ture makesthe rayes and beams of Comets 
(following itYſo long and ſolarge. . What- 
ever it be in nature, this is certain, that the 
Sin ſhall run its courſe, and; Chriſts train 
be very extenſive. ' + When God is about 
to'' brivg forth» ſome great thing in the 
World, together with the evil prececding, 
there ſhall pood follow, A Glorj6us Sun of 
Righteouſneſs ſhall ariſe at laſt, and: Sons 
dark nightſhallead. - There?s comfort, as 
1[ai. 60.2.ult. Prodigious Comets are 
moſtly night-fights. O when: day-ſpring 


——— p_ ——_ 


|. F Nee mayis ac eeli ſpatium, nee terminus evi fie 
niu imperiam; Buchanon 7n Pſal. 45+ .- 


viſits 
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viſits us , | Zions  terror's over. 
Fourthly , Reformation |begun , will 
0 on. 1 mean this; Reformation in the 
Worlds Laws, Renovation in the Church; 
Afts 3. 19. 21: God, (after ſuch appear- 
ances) hath formerly-in. other Apes, uſed 
to raiſe.up Inſtruments 'of Reformation; and 
to renew the Face of the World, and the 
Church ; (all ſo wotully degenerated, and 
defac't] fay) wofully. And mind it, ftars 
are. pfevious to all theſe; in experience. 
After one Star, (v) Luther appeared ; af- 
ter another (before that) (w) F7obn Wick- 
Lf apeared; a Reformer; after other Stars 
other eminent inſtruments, (x) of glori- 
ouspood in the world-; Ziſca happily 
belts the Emperour ' Sigiſmund, and the 
Huſſits three times prevail. And ſo it 
was like a Reſurre&ion of the Teſtimony 
of the Goſpel, to the Huſſites and Bohe- 
mians, after ſo great darkneſs of Pope- 
ry and Tyranny. Why then, fayl, by 
theſe ſmall inſtances, (and; three or four 
more particulars noted in the end) you 
may .conclude, that though things may 
look fad at firſt ; Yetthere are better things 
hoped: for. Nay, the God of Heaven 


— ——— 
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(v) Anno 1416, (w) Anno 1363. (x): Ano 
1400, 1401, 1492, 1403+ #n «ll Contts dp ſhine. 
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will ſet up a Kingdom, * which-ſhall not be 
ſhaken, 'nor \delivered to+ other” People. 
And theſe are the efforts and Hines of fuch 
lorious appearances; The King /of "the 
ews;-'though he entred in the. way . of his 
croſs, and isnow gone to Heaven} when 
be retorns again; he*l be exalted far-above 
all Principalities. and:Powers. | 
:-- And'ſothe Dodrine of thoſe falſe Aſtro- 
logers' came tonought. We find by-one 
Author, that Albamaſar, a preat Aﬀtrolo- 
ger and Magician did-afſert, that the King- 
dom of. Chriſt ſhould - come to a- 
bout years ago.':''It is now tritech, 
fixteen hundredy'and riſing more and more, 
You , ſee what: a falſe . Prophet - he: was. 
But the Goſpel, and *Do&rine, and Pub- 
tiſhers 'of Gods holy will, ſhall rife and 
proſper,” and ſo ſhall all they thatlove'Szor. 
Now for an Epilogue 3 or 4 hopeful 
things lighten the eyes of Proteſtants. - 


T. Babylon (hall fall, 
2. Great Oppreſſors muſt fall. 

3. Glorious vidoriesto the Saints. 

4- The Kingdoms of this world-ſhall fall 
tohim, that was decreed and born to it. 


1. Babilon muſt come down from her 
Lnciferean pride, what thatis in thelrter, 
AY [ fa. 


all 
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Iſai'13. and 14. chap,telly(t) that Rornan 
alſe, bewitching &poyfonful abyſſe as ex- 
pounded by 7obn, Apec; 13:and to 7ohincap; 
17. that that whorih, (now withered) 
trumpet 'of Rome, the: ten hogn'd (beaſt 
that ſhe-yet rides *upon, 'and the urclean 
ſpirits, Prelates, Pricits, Jeſuits, ſo abuſm 
the Kings of-the carth (as the froggs) with 
their croaking ;/ to trapan them into the 
battel of- Armageddon ( as: once Ahab and 
Foſtas) to:their ruine, perſwading them t6 
father, abet, or fauſter all her malice, Mur- 
thers: and Mafſacres. This Bab:lon ſhall 
fall, not only here at home bnt at Rome alſo, 
 muindi-deſinet eſſe capa ;, and look with 
what terror that Romarr head looks on that 
late Comet:(fo Letters fay.) as boding that 
Hyerachical:{ate no good.; .ſolet 'them 
look 'the:Lord God of recompences will 
in that Iſland, and of thoſe ten kingdomes, 
whom ſhe once uſurped and a late fplot- 
ed toruinezraiſe Inſtruments of her own to 
lay her naked, eat and burn her up. 

Dr. The: Taylors (*) Prophetic is then 
to take ; Themſelves ſhall. drink the blood 
antended-apainſt the woman, and root them 
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+ Of it a Sybvl. ſai14, Rom hall br euun that is 
.& poor Cottage, thin. all ber vile Maſſacres ani Sort » 
ries and burnangs (hall br laid open ;, to mabe the Na- 
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out,.'to make way for the Goſpel in thoſe 
deſolate Popiſh Countreys ; the time and 
their pride haſtens it. So Mr. Buy. (0) to 
Dr. Fearn faid, God will leavethem to 
ſuch Plots, that theSpirits of inferior Ru- 
lers ſhall execate due vengeance on them : 
then the multitude of her offences conſumes 
the magnitudeof her Forces : and it ſhall 
be.caher for hzr to weigh: the Mountains, 
meaſure the Fire, gather the Winds, or re- 
vive the verdour of wither'd graſs, then to 
eſcape the judgment determined. in its 
time, So T. L. ſaid to Q. E. pag. 65. 


2. Oppreſſors ſhall fall, they that did 
fell the Trees of the Forreſt, ſpoyld the 
ſhade of the poor that ſhelter*d in diſtreſs 
under them, ſuffer'd no councels/ of Ju- 
ſtice, peace, and relicf to ſtand unfell'd by 
them, ſhall be themſelves Subjeds to the 
blow of Death, who equals Prince and 
Subjets. Now Mounliers comes the di- 
minution of your Glory. 

:: Two things ſet Princes at odds below 
others, (to be admired) they might pleaſe 
to, helpit. (*) 1. Not ſtating the rights 
of Succeſſion. And next, 2. ( The reaſon of 


—— 
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- (0) Pag. the Laſt, ſee 4" Jo. fquire. pag. 626, 
ana alſo &. L. to Y. Eliz. (vp. 65. 08 Ap. 13:) 
* The I» fir aity of &, Elrz1:eth, 


the 
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the-former) ct utbtng ing one Thought or 
Umbrage of Death to. eclipſe their a 
(+Handſo it comes ſurreptitiouſly on them. 
of all'men. Now their: falls included in! 
that.,of'!/ſas. 13. 10, 11. and v.19. 22, 
and-for the lofty ſee ch. 14.4, 5, foto 9. 
and 3 14112.—19— what that is tous? ſee 
v. 26, and it was it1a-year of Prodigies too, 
when Ahaz dyed,' +28, the reaton is, v, 
22: fqr' God has founded Zion.  Regd 
that of -Ezek, (*) what cauſe of ſighs, not 
mirth?-(and eſpecially to Zedekzah's;) now 
in him:and his- Brothers, the line was ex- 
tin:foxtreacheryandoppreſſions,alſo that 
ſtar in-1572 at firſk-was fatal to the Prote-, 
fants:ip France, Q plus ſanguinis quam 
vini fuſum erat. But Ch.the gh. ended that 
bloody Scene in his own blood at laſt ; (f) 
For he dyed blecdipg at alli-the Avenyes; of 
has- body. So tragically did Herod;in [)iſ- 
eaſes, end his rage o_ the bloyd of 1n- 
fants; his Gn and; 'woe-fuch (ong- ſeems, 
Tragedia potins quan 'byſtoriatexs.)- Leno 
igne corpus, webathr, &c. His' Body: as 
by gentle burning waſted his inwards, and 
fa-rabicl, or - voracious, no ſatisfying him 

(F) King James; (*) Ezck. 21.6, 10, 12, 15- 
[{+) Du Serres. Euleb., p.. 16, Jcieph, Li. 17. 
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with meats Inteſtiyesntcerated : aJorid,and 
moiſt hamor in'itits feer (* )- ſwePgall up 
from the lower / parts: - worms iſſued from 
his ſecrets, Spirits inflam'd 5 difficulty. im 
breathing; worn with Tortures inall parts ; 
all ſaid of himit was noother then divine 
Wrionis fupplicium * Gods heavy revenge, 
yer tfll{in hope ts live, ſought Medicines, 
drunk waters, uſcd fuppleing oyls, and in 
thar caſc his cycs being loſt, he wofuily dy- 
ed.” 41 Math. 2.720; '*Tis faid they are 
dead, (not he only) it notes that:thv-exit 
of cruel Tyrants, is often quick, feldom-a- 
lone; they RE of \their 
cruelty 6f with them and fo are tam Pray 
quamculpe participes.” This enſued on- that 
Star the like has often-ſince. 


3. Glorious viftorics,. (one eſpecially) 
on the ſide of the Lamb, and his fotlowers, 
will : end all, and 'ficceed -the Stars (and 
more brisk Comets Perhaps, (5) come) as 
they \preceed- the Wars; We have had 
bellum Etmicum, en Heathen-War in the 
Enjperolirs, and papal in'the Popes: zo 
(here in Brie.) Bellum Epifcopale, in late 
times; & Presbyteriale, &c. and all had 


— 


(*))] Humor [uridus. (F} Has. penas ditinstus ob 
geſta ejus imnie Arpoſci. (s) Till that lait Star of 
Jacob the figs and tning ſig@ify d cont. wy 
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their fucceÞye' viftories. One war I look 
fore yet'im the valley '6f Fehoſophar, (as Sir 
H. FY. faid,); that brings the 'deciding judg- 
ment of Gotl ; [as Joel 4, 11 37.) and that 
ends Z:oncontroverfie fully; tilt that Bets 
lum CE ns comes* Apor: +20} 
Now this is at "the Reſurtedtion of the 
witneſſes, 'afd frx * Viah;/ that Bell 
agnirihy” Hoc. 17."v8. 'reported; 'Chap! 
19. 11; At - to'thits" defonss one 11? 

vitty14 BURDitariclt Wot ns Brierkiny 
then -afl *Weaptns ure&to-ceaſe, andturn 
tools fox Eulture,'as 14.2.4 /Afc'4. 3. Exrki 
39-9 12.07 at laſt be Barnet +: (that wil” b 

a work'-of -fome tire," {yen years} buf 


the burials are over*in' ova roneths; ver. 
12.) If the' Sqints hold \Whyt" battel they 
will, Cotiqueters they Thaf be, nay 'more 


then Cotteqicrars they be&ray rwore then ſo, 
Rom Nth Ap apt ind foftic way 
in themftlves, theyre vitors,-Cl-' 2.15 
(at lat as, Chriſt *wa$ )by,/'and'm ther? 
deathes ; Nay in all extdrnal conflicts too, 
at long tin; Cas of G3d{Om 49.19.38 
Troop may overcome,” ytr the overcame 
at laſt. Except that onely bfthe witnetfes, 
Rev. 1 7. and that onely for three years 
and an haff ; and yet the Refurrettion gives 
it them after. z4d 0 


* 'f that read ro in Speed and Fillers Ecol, Hyt. I 
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If ſeditions; murders, and. aflaſſinetions 
(more private) or Tumults, Maſſacres,!rs 
vaſons and Inſurre&tions do. befall Britten 
or: Ireland ; now again by that rampant 
(I mean) French: Tyrant (our Afyrian,)as 
once Turks in Hungary after a Comet, and 
we in England, (after another) Feliciter 

natum erit (agone ſaid ) the vittory will 
be.-ours : tho? . 1 deny not but God may 

lague us with French and Papal FaQtions, 
Rp Fr. and Antiparliamentary faſhions; 
if. any wiſh it al-4-mode, they may in 7am. 
the. 24. have their wiſh : and yet a party is 
extant , that, may.try the truth, and plead 
the juſtice of. our Cauſe, Religion aud 
Laws as worony (and tothe ſame purpoſe) 
as @ Smutbfield/by a Fagot. (os) Time was, 
the French Monnſier was often fairly beat 
by the Eng/qh on his own, Ground. If 
now in defente of a Papal bead. (forrein 
or domeftick,) he, hall put Proteſtants in 
our own land, 'tq a juſt ſelf-defence, tho' 
he may fiſha while in our puddl'd waters, 
and take advantage of our diviſions to di- 
vide the ſpoyl of. the firſt Battel ; yet let 
him look fora frefh rancounter by a (*) 


— 
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(o) 1 Speed Chron. in H. g.p.y8t. * Speed 4r 
no 1348 Edw. 3-þ. 694» 
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reſefvcd and refolv'd: Party, that will bark 
at airAlien, (and bite too) as hard as any 
-of old Nols Curs ever did ; that hatl both 
-himyand his Councek once in awe. | 
 4ly, The Kingdoms of this world fall 
to Ghiilts on * (right he-tad Jong 
linee;) Pſal.2:9, 1©:not only of 'thatulti- 
mate glory in heaven, +but to raigh ori the 
carth. «4poc. 5. 10. this Virgil calls-Satmr- 
mum regnum: (*) and fo do the Sybils : 
(5.e.) the golden age, when wiſdom antl 

knowledge will be the Rtability of our 

times, and ſtrength of Salvation, ff. 33.6. 
I grant, *t has had its eruptions in all ages 
by paſt, even when Amaleck laid hands on 
the throne, Exod: 14; 16.. yea under the 
Croſs, -fo that they had almot forc't th: 

crown 6n him by ferprize(ere he ſuffer?d,) 

Foh. 6. 15. and Chriſt owns the Kingdom . 
point; to be a truth, Chap. 18. 37.tho(then) 
not of this world, yet to be (now) in it. 
Nor were the Mas: pulPd by this ftar : 
If born a King, ſure Chriſt has a real King- 
dom, not barely titular : for Comets ſpeak 
of no ſhams. By't 1nican three things. 


1. That Chriſt Je jure, is the King of Na- 


i 
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* On thr golden age that [ball revolue in the Lal 
of the lt times. 
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tions-as well as Saints, Jer. 10. 7. 10,'and 
ought de fatto ſo to be proclaimed over 
the world, (as wellas in the Church ) that 
-1, he may have preheminence, Col. 1. 
18. | 

2. That his Laws declar'd in the word, 
(and not repeal'd) ought to be the muni- 
_ Laws to the world, (as to the 

urch)and all contrary to plain Scripture 
ought to be reſcinded, and vacate,in all our 
Courts. 

3. That his people (5.e.) (that are able, 
fear God, hate covetouſneſs ;,). ought to 
Miniſter thoſc Laws, and for him, execute 
juſtice to all oppreſs't, and on oppreſſors, 
for this medicine Nations are fick , and 
muſt never beheal*d without it:on ſuch ſub- 
ftrata's ought our Conſtitutions to build, 
that would not incurr the weight of Chriſts 
Iron rod, ſo would that Prophefie obtain 
in all lands; the Kingdoms of this world 
be the Lords : that T. L.(o) fayes were 
ſo long uſurped by Monarchs and Anti- 
chrift, that of right by Lordſhip and Inhe- 
ritance , did ever bh to God, and the 
Prince of the Covenant, ſhall be reſtored 
to their right owner : Of which Kingdom 
ſhall be no finis, 
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(0) Rev.tt.1s, See T.L. p. 15 0% that Prophe/ 
When 
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When 
Righteouſneſs aſcends the higheſt Throne 
And faith with Reaſon, ſball agree inone, 
And all the virtues to their Councel call, 
Cabals and vicious Conncellors ſhall fall. 


Exque polo veniet rex, tempus in omne fu- 
turum, &c. * In all, the ſcope is, to ſhow 
the tremendous ſigns that precede the ſe- 
cond coming of Chriſt One Scheltcon of 
Embden writ on that ſubje& in 1577, 
two year after that new ſtar (in Caſſiopea) 
as 'the Meſſenger or warner of Chriſts 
judgment. + Serarim a late, and before 
Cyprian Leovit. t 583, wrote of a famous 
Conjunctionof the ſuperior Planets, in the 
end of Piſcrs, as (ſays he) ſix years be- 
fore the firſt coming of Chriſt, a ſtar, and 
that ſame Conjunttion appear'd; ſo at's 
ſecond, &c. then Cites the verſes of 70. 
Stoffler in Melanithon. Of that Star in Caſſi- 
opea's Chair, writ Tycho Brahe. 

One John Bainbrigg (in K. Fame's 
time) writ Learnedly of that ſtar in 1618, 
he (pag. 31.) calls it an heavenly harbinger 
that did preſignife the glorious light of the 


* Sybil Evithr. accroftichs. + Pag. 11, 12, &c. 
Ss alſo did Theod. Beza zn's verſes, 
L 2 Goſpel 
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Goſpel to ſhine to the whole world, and 
thatan.1558 was a ſign of good to poor 
Proteſtants in Brittany, Germany, and that 
France, &c, {hould yet again flouriſh, 


Then peace and bnowledge of the trxth ſhall flourith, 
The 4arth bey plentious fruits (hall alſo cheri[t; 
If 'haltnnrt be divided as before, 
Nv to the plaw be ſubjett any more. 


To conclude if ſuch judgments may be 
attenged with mercies; ſuch ſigns of uſual 
evil, may prcccde,(prefignifie) much gogd, 
If bad gns at preſent, may be glad hgnit 
cations, for the future ; la a word, #-the 
ticſt Epiphany of Chriſt to the Sages, (and 
undex the Croſs) did by a ſtar ſo irradiate 
the very Eaſt, as to call them out ſo far to 
viſit his manger, and ſtable : Oh with what 
dazling Luſter will his ſecond part of the 
Kingdoms Epiphany be attended ? to the 
joy of the upright, the terrour of all cruel 
Herodians, ſhame of Apoſtate Jews, and 
(finally) to the gathering of all to beho'd 
his rifag Sun-light, Area, Lord come 
quickly. 
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To put mv ſelf and the reader in tune 
again, if. weary with reading (as | 4m in 
writing) Ict.him warble over the two or 
three Hymnesfor a conclulion of this ſtar- 
ry Treatiſe. 

Our Lord after the cup ſang one 
what a one, *ris not ſaid. The late ſweer 
uſage of Hymnes (as was among the old 
Church) obſerv*d in Euſebins; now feens 
to revive in our Aſſemblics (and to be wiſht 
in our Famelies too) Mr Hen. Jefſy left a 
ſweet one in print yet not forgot. It begun 
thus, 


Lord haſt tobring Mount Zions King, 
Unto hu promis't Throne, 

By Royal right, birth, purchaſe, fio hr, 
All Kingdoms are his own, Ce. 


One Ool. Fo Fenwick.in his Zijons joy in 
her King, pag. 92, 93, &c on Pſe!. +02. 
has another too, that may be ſeen at large 
in that book, An 1643. May I then pro- 
poſe (not Imp ſe) my Hymnes (two or 
three of them, for a tat firſt to the read- 
ing then to ſerve the Religious joy of any, 
that deſire to obey them. Scriptures in Eph. 
and C'of. and | may (if thefe be accepted 
well } give the reader a larger Volume in 
Linc, 

When 
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When God ſliall Chriſt his Sori anoint , 
On Z1ons holy hill ; 

Salvation thence be will appoint, 
For walls and Bulwarks ſtill. 

The great ſhall then no terrour be, 
'The good to over-awe 

And force them into corners flee, 
For keeping of Gods Law. 

The vile no more account (hall bear, 
Tyrants no mote oppreſs ; 

No piercing brarhble, ,5 Ab tear ; 
None, riſe by wickedneſs. 

But right, and truth aſcends the Throne ;, 
To front Iniquity.; 

And reaſon, juſtice, faith, in one 
United ;, ſhall agree. 


Then worſhip pure, ſhall not endure, 
Foggs Superſtitions ; 

Nor Scarlet whore, ſhall more allure 
To Babel, for Gods houſe. 

Scripture our Royal guide, and Law 
The word, the ſword ſball blunt. 

Vengeance (ball Hornes an4 Myters ſaw. 
The Nimrods, ceaſe to bunt, 


Thus He:0/'n, an1 Earth, to joy ſball break, 


( A joy that ends diſtreſs, ) 
He for the meeky will judgment ſeek_, 
And haften rigbtecuſneſs. 


Amen, 
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To God let's all ſg praiſe 
That by his word jr Lurk 
Thus Heav'n above ; and all that move 
On Earth, their being had. 
For Sun that lights the day, 
For Moon and glittering ſtars, 
That in the night foreſhew us light, 
(As ſigns) of peace or wars, 


For th* earth and allits hoſts, 
The ſea and whats therein, 
All ſubjett ſtand, by Gods. command 
To man : thats fallenby ſin. 
For hail, and rain, and dew, 
For ſtormy winds alſo ; 
For theſe fulfd Gods righteans will, 
When men againſt it, go. 


For day, and alſo night, 
Summer, and winters fraſt : 
(Cont ravies do, Gods wiſdom ſhow, 
And oft profit us moſ..) 
But Lord whats fall. man ? 
Domunion fuch to have 
Oe all things bere , and.tryump! there 
With Chriſt, ore death and gave. 
Conſume Lord from thy earth 
Deſtructive wiched men ; 
Oh come a7ain, reſume thy 74:2: ; 
Come quickly! Lord A nen. 


P, 


Haic% 2h, 
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Thy glory Lord the Heavens #9 high 
And Firmament declares 

Yea all ther hoaſts thee maonifie, 
Conſorting with the ſtars. 

The brightneſs, number, I»flacue, 
Of ſtarry tk yes proclaim, 

Their makers kill and excellence, 
That gives them all their name. 


Sometimes (for God) theybattles fight, 
And ( in their courſe) derlart, 

The deaths, and woes, of men of might 
That great oppreſſors are. 

At firſt, creation, then behold | 
Theſe ſins of God all fing, 

A new ſtar Chriſty to th' wife men told 
Born tothe Jews, a Kung, 


Such new and dreadfal ſights ported, 
What fbatl this world foion 3 
When Feſm (hall arain deſcend 
Tojudze and ſavethe upright. 
T hou Stay of Facob \, riſe, appear, 
Come bright and morning Star ; 
Irradiate, our dark hemiphere, 
O bee*nt ſo leng,, ſo far. 


Thy riſing brings Brittans day-ſpring, 
And fright Herodians proud ; 
T hen Sorz of God again (hall ſing, 
L ord haſt, ſine through the ch ud. 
FINTS. Amen. 


ERRATA (in ſome Coppics) Corr— thus: 


Itle I Y, ' nods. ''0. Epift, . 9, bas 
FT bebzmms, oy" l, 22. predicemur. 7) p. l. 
t. 7, Math. 2, 1. [. 29, r, Note — & Dona ferunt in 
= 7” book : eſpecially the beſid 

In the * epecially the Lattin- Margin (beſides 
the Litterals, the Parentheſ — and omiſſion of points 
a confuſion of the Marks ; &c. pleaſe to Corrett, or 
compu at) the more Material Errors thus. Pag. 7. 
Marg. r. perbibet p, 4+ Ll. 12. r. Exbibitions þ. 13+ [; 
vit.r, Inteligebant, p. 18. l. ult. ſuccrevit ; ſanguinem 
þ+ 27, 7. that Grith, in one word, not 2. þ. 22.7. 
flella's, Y. inquirunt. and Joh. 10. 1. p. 24; (45 ſome) 
p- 25, dele-not. p. 3%. l. 17. dele, is, þ. 37 * Y. 
probabile eſſe, v. fuiſſe. p. 40. 1a +» 1. falling — ſich. 
— 45+ 1.7. ſo that p. $4. MY. ut pote.” fe $6. M. — 
v. puteins 2 þ. $7. |. 9. 7. Kepler. fo 72. b. 25. r. (v— 
verſa) þ+ 78. 1. 19, r. Triennium., Marg. r. ſepelien- 
tium,marg. r.Monfr, Claude, p. 112. 7. Hylavion. 117» 
noſtram.p. 119. r. quo ſt vert — þ. 124. 1. Barak 
eredvit. Þ. 131. 7. Phil. — judeus — int oppina — þ. 
132.» So it Was, þ« 142. Y. precteded. f. 145%. 7. 
Godw. Hebr. antiqu— Þ. 147+ b uit, r ſbone — Þ+ 
349» 7. ſoceries. 

And Not the 3 Hymns (ad fin) 1,2, 3- 


